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gn altar was broken down, and the idolatrous grove levelled with
the earth, there was a thrill of joy in bis leart,-joy to know that
in such degenerate imes, there were those who did rot fear to dr
clare themselves foi the Goci of Israel. And what nust have been
his joy wlen told that Gideon, lUs own son, was the man wio had
done this thing ! And Joaslh said unto those wlho demanded the
young man's lie, " Will ye plead for 'Baal ? Wiill ye save him» ?
He thxat will pie:ad for limix, let him be put to death whilst it is yet
norning ; if lie be a god let hin plead for himself, because one
bath cast down his altar."

IM. "But thespirit of ic Lord came upon Gideon,and he blew a
trumpet ; and Abieser, (that is the people of bis native place) was
gathercd unto him." Jud. 6. 34. lie gocs no longer abouthis work
in the gloom and darkness of night, but in the brighît blaze of day,
lie blows witlh a trumpet the sirill blast of war, suminoning the peo-
ple to battle. Oh, low lias lis faith increased ! Wio is this around

whcm the thousands of Israel are gathering in battle array ? Who
is this that blews so nightily the trumpet of war? It is none otier

than Gideon wlho was "thlreshing wheat by the winepress, and liding
it for fear of the Midianites." It is none otier than Gidaon who
"threw down the altar of Baal"' by night, "and cut dowin the grove
that was by it" for "so it was, because lie feared Lis fatlier's house-
hold and the men of the city, that le could not d it by day, tluat
lue did it by night.' 'But ite spirit of thse Lor<l cane puo Gideon,"
he became strong, bold, "and lie New a trumpet, and Abieser was
gathered unto him."

RusDs .n FT.-An old writ x says :-Faith and reason may
be compared to two travellers. Faith is like a max in full lh ealtl,
wlio can walk his twenty or thirty mxiles at a timuxe without. siuffering.
Reason is like a little child, who can only, wvith difficulty, accomplish
three or fourmiles. " Well," says this old writer, "on a given day
Reason says to Faith, 0, good Faithl, let me 'walk with tiee." Faith
replice, "0, Reason, thou canst nover walk with nie!" However, to
try their paces, tliey set out togetier ; but they soon find it bard to
keep company. When they came to a dCep rer, Reason says, c. I
can never ford this ;" but Faith 'wades througn it singing. When
they mach a lofty mountain, thera is the same exclamation of dispair;
and in such ca.ses Faith, ü.i order not to Icave reason behind, is -,l.-
liged to carry him on his back ; "and," adds the write, 4l h hat
a luggaige is reasn to Faith i" sfer -1irro.


