
-si
es,-sir, it-is "-ML -Bevis-said-in a-very calm-and decisive

tont'.
-Oh, no-! 1-1 think not, at least,» gasped -Mr. Tenipany,

imt ol>serving the-shtewd-look on Mr. Bevis' face, -which said
à, plainly as -possibly -that the sale of that -bracelet was the
pri'e of the-service hle bad rendëed,-Mr. Tempany subsided
înto-a frightened-and-uneasy-silence.

"Oh, Plodmore I This is-really-too-good-for Amy-much
more than -is -necëssary, I'm -sure," said -the -widow, who was
ýl-iînttg-with-every-denmonstration of rapture-at-the-ornament.

"Yes Theodosia, -so I think-," acquiesced Mr. Tempany,
caigerly. "1Its too-rich-; l'in su-re she-would -like -sometbing
quite plain mucb -better. A gold- band- or a simple bangle
woffld -be nîuch- more- suitable. I think-I will change.it."l

"No, I>odmore; 1 -have an idea. Amy was delighted-
with- my- bracelet,-and-she-shall have -it. I will-keep-this-one
itiste.,d-ot my own as a present fromn you," said-the-widow
decisively. "1It-wihI be-the -first -really handsome-present you
have-given mie,-you lcnow."

'îiîi sure you- don't want- it, Theodosiay" said hMr. i'em-
pany, with a groan. "1It-it- doesn't suit yuur complexion.
l'ni-afrad-

"Xou tbink- fot ? Look, Mr. -Bevis. %Vhat-do-you-say?
exclaiîncd the widow, clasping -the bracelet on ber shapely-
arnm.

'<EI.'xcellent- "' cried Mr. Bevis, -in a tone of emphatic
admuiration, for whicb Mr. Tempany-bated him on the-spot.
"Nothing-cauld -look -handsomer."

Very well. Then that- is settled,"l said Mrs. Bramwell
Jay, pleasantly. I'mr sure Amy will -be glad- tu ge- -my
Iraçelet-back-again."

'Votn wilhave the -stone -replaced, of course,-siril"-said
.%r. Sevis, in a-business-like tone,-as he-took-up-the discarded

"Oh! cerîainly,"-interposed -the -widow, -befo)re Mr. Tem-
pany could falter a- remark. "«In- fact, -I thinlc the -setfing
shlotld-l>e-renewed altogether. -Itis too-old-fashioned."

-I -will niake a-good job -ofit," -replied- Mr. Bevis,-putting
the case-on one-side. "«Good-day, madam. Good day ta
you , sir."

.\r. Tempany went out -of -the sbop without uttering
atiothier word, being quite-speechless witb mingled emotions.
1 lis-hiorror at the -probable amount- of-the jeweler's bill was
unîy equialed-by the niaddening -feeling -of -helplessness-whicb
1-1pt him from remonstrating. So -far from experiencing
,-t b -io at his- escapeï-he was now- inclined- to- think- that
it hîd -cost -himn too-dearly, -and- bis- sentiments -toward Mr.
ikitss had-changed-to-deep-resentment. He excused-himiself
frOni a:ccompaning- the widow for-the-remainder of-ber drive,
feclmng -that -he -must be -alone to -brood over bhis-crushing
nu'-foitunes. The lady-seemed neither -surprised nor hurt-at
r'.,'- sdden desertion,-and Mr. Tempany-had- an uncomfort-
-è ic buslicion-that she-rather enjoyed bhis- discomfiture. She

%%L har:ifingly-affiable, however, and overwhelmed him-witb
t rseil of gratitude for bis bandsome--present -whcn -he

,iwCd-l1er int b-er carniage.
..~ -B-lme bye, Podmoredear," she-exclaimed,-putting-ber

-'aId-out--of -tbe window-as sbe drove-off, -"-what hci ave

induced you to say in your letter to Anîy that- this lovely
b)racelet-was-a-beirloom-in -your-family? "

This-sîgnificant ipeech ratikled- a good- deal in-Mn. Tenm.
pany's niind-wben be-had sufficicntly-recovered- froiiibis-state
of horrifled-bewildermett10 think-it-over. It really-sousided
as il the widow -suspected she liad- been inipoed -upon,
îthougb she bad flot scrupled to tuni -the -circumstance -to
account. It may have-been owing ta a guilty conscience,, -but
Mr. Te ipany certainily-fancied-that-from-that-day-forward the
wîdow began to manifest decided- coolness toward -him. So
apparent- did -th is -beconie to bini, that if he-bad-bad any-self
respect= be-woulId -have- terni nated the-enigagemient;-but-as-be
-reganded-bis-mnarniage,-as-we-know,-from-a very material- point
af view-he-was flot-inclined-to-be-easily affronted.

At the last moment, bowever, an umiexpected ob -stacle
occunned. The widow's solicitor intervenied witb sonie very
plain -suggestions -about a msarriage seulement. This-did flot
suit Mn. *rempany's-views-at aIl,-anid -being unable to-come to
terms itb the lawyer hle appealed somiewbat -indigmîantly ta
tbe lady berself. Mrs, Branîwell Jay-refused to-imterfere, say-
ing-that-she was-entirely in the-hands-or bier legal adviser, and
the-upshot-was-that, flndi 'mg -the-widow's-fort une -was-so s-trictly
tied-up-that he-migbt be -reduced- to the unpleasant-necessîty
of supporting -his bhouselhold -with bhis own money,-Mr. Tem-
pany nesolved Io nemain a bachelon until a more-favorable
opportunity offered.

0f course,-thîs-was a dreadful -blow-to-him. It-agedh bi
considerably,-for when hie -came -tu add up-wbat- bis -engage-
ment- bad cost him--on-e way and- another in actual pounds,
-shillings and -pence, he-was faîrly -horrified at the amount.
Mr. Bevis' accoutit brought-tears to-is-eyes-and-reduced-bim
-toa-state-of incipient imbecility.for-days. He had-to pay-it,
however; fnor did-be get -a -farthing- discount. But it-was-at
least-a faint- consolation -tu -hink- that- he-would recoven sonie-
thing out-of the-tire. The bracelet would-fetch-a good -round
sum, even-at- second- hand, -and -tbis neflection buoyed-hini-up
a-hittIe so-long-as-be-vas-permittimig-ta indulge-in it. But,.alas,
even-this s-mall solace-was denied him,- for -in -acknowledging
a small- parcel- contai ning -tIe -presents- she -had-made-bim, -tbe
widow wrote as-follows:.

Dear M.Tempany: Tbanlcs-for your sad,-sad-Ietter and
enclosures. I-do flot-like-ta îbink uf what-mîght-have-been
but- for:tbose dreadfutl lawyers 1 I-return aIl -tbe dear-gints-you
-gave-nie except one, which 1- -am sure you-will allow mie-ta
-keep and-wean as a-souvenir. Tiie-bnacelet-your last-gift-Ir
cannot bring myself- to -part-with, and 1 -promise -to kecp -it
always-alwaysi -Your friend and ;vell wisher,

THEoiosA flRAsMWEL JAV.

"ALL-pens-anc -alike-to -nie," said -the -clever young-woman,
"and aIl-pens would- be-ahike-to you-if you- only knew how-to

break-them- in. Don't moisten your new -pen -between youn
lips-before you -begin ta write. Don't say charnis-over-it-or
-squsander your-substance-in-gold pens. Take-your cheap steel
pen,-dip-it-into-the-ink, then bold-it-in-the-flame ofa-match
for a-few seconids,-wipe-it-carefully,-dip-it- mb the-ink-and you
have-a-pen-that wiIl- make glad-the bheart- within you. -It-is-a
-procesa I have-neyer-known-to-fail."


