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Wg have reviewed at some length in
this issue “ The Public School History of
England and Canada.” 7To prar ¢ a book
is always casy, for one can praise without
giving reasons for praising. But to criti-
cize adversely is difficult, for one dislikes
blaming without giving reasons for blam-
ing. The reasons we have given for our
opinion we hope will satisfy our readers.
When we compare the book with “The
Children’s  Picture - Book of English
History " we are not arguing for a simpler
book, a story book, but only that the work
befare us should have been written in a
more taking style.  What is the chief in-
gredient of a taking style, as far as children
are concerned, we think we have shewn.

WE call autention to the paragraphs
taken from the English Schoo/master to be
found in the *‘Educational Opinion”
columns and headed ** The Art for School
Association.” Something of the same kind
might, we think, by enterprising publishers
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be done in this country. If it were,
without doubt we should in the not cery
remote future hear less of the dearth of
artistic spirit in the Dominion.

Tue *“Special Paper™ on “The
Queen’s English”  from LEducation is
worthy of careful reading. The confes
sions which the New England writer makes
might, with little ¢ eration, be made by
many in our broad lands alsc. The lower
classes probably will never be wholly free
from linguistic vuligarisms : the lamentable
fact, however, is that here the higher classes
also are grievous sinners in this respect.

Tur. Times (London, Eng.), devoted
recently a large amount of space to a de-
scription of the Canadian section of the
Colonial and Indian Exhibition. The
writer, if not a Canadian (to which proba-

| bility not a few peculiarities of style point),

was at least fairly well informed on
Canadian matters, and he has done a
very greal dezl to open the eyes of the
British public in regard to the wealth and
resources of the Dominion. He¢ is an
obstinate creature, the British public.
Seff complacency scems to have hardencd
his hearf. His heart has waxed gross,
and his cars are dull of hearing, and his
eyes has he closed. Nevertheless the Ex-
position must have done much to enlighten
him, cven in regard to Canada.  Indeed
this is cvident from the tenor of the
Times' description.  Not once or twice do
we come across such sentences as,  Pro-
bably few people thought that Canada
was so far advanced in civilization as to be
able to produce such a profusion of
articles,” cetc. But the writer has done
more than give a mere description of the
Canadian court ; he has read Blue Books,
consulted statistics, referred at some litile
length to such matters as railways, educa-
tional system, wmanufactures, fisheries,
gamg, forestry, shipping, exports, imports,
ctc., etc. Nor does he content himself
with mere reference to such subjects, but
offers suggestions which, if not new to us,
are at least sensible. For example : he
draws attention to the cnormous destruc-
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tion of timber by means of fire, and the
resulting impoverishment of the country.
This denudation, he says, is * almost in-
calculable, and o: serious national 1mpor
tance.”  And when he goes into detail, so
indeed it seems.

** The greater part of the white vak and rock
elm,” he says, quoting from Dr. Robert Bell, of
the Geological durvey, **has been already ex-
ported.  The cherry, black walnut, red clover
and hickotry, have hhewise breen pracucally e
hausted.  Red oak, hass word, white a<h, wlite
cedar, hemlock, hutternuat, hard maple, ete., as
well as many infenior wouds, ate still to be found
in suthcient quantities for hume copsumption. A
considerable supply of yellow bagch sull enaste, and
in sume regiens 1s almost untouched.  Mr. Bell
shows that the white pine, the great timber tree of
Canada, has a very much more hmited area than
is populatly supposed. Lven if we include the
Douglas pine area of British Columlaa, the pune
region is very limited compated with the whole
area of Canada. The pnnapal white pine re
serves, as yet alinust untoirched, are to e found in
the region round Lake Temiscaunng and thence
westward to the castern shore of Lake Superior
and to the central parts of the distnet between
the O.tana at Georgian Bay. But the exponable
white panc, Mr. Bell tells us, mast be exhaasted in
a few years though there ate ctill vast quanuties of

ruce and larch to fall back upon. not to mention
the immense supplics of Brtish Columiia.  But
there ars still vast forests of <small timber in the
notthern rtegions which can soon be used for
agricultural purposes, and which could be used
for railways, tclegraph poles, fences, and such
like.  still surely the conditton of the Canaduan
forests deserves the serious attentiog of the Central
and Provincial Governments.  If it is Jdecided
that they are not worth prescrving, then let the
reckless lumbcrman and the forest fire have their
way. But sutely a produce which has till <o
important a y:lace in the caports and o the inter-
nal economy of the country desenves louking after.
All that is wanted is sy<tematic cutting  and
sysiematic planting not only of native trees but of
such foreign specics as would fluuri<h on Canadian
soil.”

It is very picasant to sce weighty
matters of Canadian internal economy
brought so prominenily before the notice
of the mother country.

‘Tue following table shows in detail how
the vote on the Federation question was
cast :—

,— —tOR=—~  ~AGAINNT—~

Conference. Min.  lay. Miz.  La;.
Totonto. ... .... LY 13 10 8
London... .. .. 8 S $ 7
Niagam...... . 0 O [ 7 6
Guelph, (... . .12 i3 3 2
Bay of Quinte. . .. .. § 10 1 6
Montreal. . .. .10 10 1 7
Nova Scotia ..... 1 3 S 3
N.Band P.E 1 . 3 3 5 3
Newloundland .2 — 2 -
Manitobz ..... ..... 2 2 2 2
Total . 66 72 68 360



