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CASE11.

At a meetinr,- of tuhs Coummission in
Eclinburgh on Wednesday Mr. iMtitelell
(older) stibrtitted a refèenco froin the
1 rcsbytery of Abordeen Li regard te Pro-
fesser Smnith's case. Trhe question they
wishcd the Commission to advise thcmi
g pon was %whcn they should subinit the
i bol îvhich had been framed apainst P>ro-

fesser Smith te, the legal adviser of the
Church. The Cummittee of the Prcsby-
tery who had charge of the case theuglit
they wouid be doing gond service te, have
a botter opinion than their own on the
libel, and they had forwarded iL te the
legal adviser of the Church. Hie liad flot
timo te consider iL, and it was rcturncd.
A portion of the Presbytery thought the
Couîmittee had cxcecded their duty ini
doing se. Sir Henry Moncrieif moved
that the referonco should be sustained,
vihich was agrecd te. Sir Henry Mou-
creiff then moved that the Commission
shouid instruct the Presbytery te scnd
the libel for revisal by the legal adviser
before putting iL mute the hands of the
accused party. la reference te, the fune-
tiens of the begal adviser, ho said that
his duty was tesec whether, in point of
form, the libel wvas s0 framed that iL
would brint- out its own intention.
(ilear, houri~ Dr. Begyg secouded the
motion, wmicm was passed. Mr. Sloan
protested against the idea that therc had
been any undue delay on the part of the

lresbytery of Aberdeen lu proceediug
Nvith the libel. They had proceedea
cautiousiy with a view te serve the inter-
osts of truth a-nd dea! 'airiy iwith Profes-
ser Smith. Dr. Be gg asked. what thoe
Presbytery of Aberdèen inteuded te <1<
lu rellerence te tho questions they had
beemi instructed te put t-) Professor Smith
by the Assembly. Ho siw thmtthe Pros-
bytery had put the questions, but that. the
Professor hmd replîe'd thathoc was preclud-
cd f rom answering them ia consequence
of the lubel framcd aieainst hlm. Dr.
Adam submitted that leo question was
inconipetent, there being uebody present,
as representing the Presbytory of Aber-.
deen to answor it. Dr. Degg imoved that

tePresbyteryof Aberdeepu sbould be
* .;* oMd&

the Chw'chi of Scotland.

szion to axswer the question. Mr. Camp-
bell, Greenock, sct nded the. motion.
Mt. Sican, Aberdeen, speaking for lîjux-
self, said ho did flot believe that Proies-
sor Smith had the qlightest intention of
:Ippearing uncon rtcous to the Presblyteiry.
In the letter lie wroto te then hie had

asidelayed answveringr the questions
thtemi ,rht do so regruIarly aund %vitlm

more satisfaction to al conccrnt'd. D)r.
Begg, after hearing the e.<cpl:mnation of
Mr. Sloan, wiýhdrow his nxoti>n, zinc the
subject dropped.

GLEANINGS.

Taie-bearing and idle gossiping is
under ail circuimstances, and by whoin-
soever indulgcd in, a most unprofita bic
and disrcputable business; but whien it
assilmes the tortu of malicieus siander,
it at once hecoînes a crime, even thougli
the poisonous darts are s0 shaped that
the strong, arm of the Iaw may be unable
te protect or redress the vrongs of the
ones thus ir.jurcd. But thb flo8t serious,
ver1 worst feature of siandor, is that
'vluch la invented or circulated by oe
wonan againstauother. Aivomuan writes
of this great wronê as follows. It iuay
be read witli -)roht by al: 1,Women
agaiust wvemer. la a problem none cati
soive. Why do %vomen. stab their own
seX 50 mercilessly-strike se ruthiessiy?
Many a pure, sensitive woman has been
stung te death by such injustice--too
often by unfounded rumor. W ho that
hbas cver traceti the torrent of runmor to
its source did flot flnd that vivid imagi-
nation liad colored it tili facts and reason
hiaA been lost in the whirlP Siander
rears its hydra head everywhere, and al
.ïood, pure wvomen-azmd, thank licave'>!
tiiere are nmny-disdain to, listen to a
story against another, unsupported by
proof. If women could but realize lIow
pained and disappointed ail true men arc
to hear too often nothig, while in their
ewn society, but depreciation of their
own sex, they wouid be nobler and truer
women. Mon-oeven bad men-never ini-
dorse a woman's trying te, injure lier
own sex ; whatever lier motive may 1bo,


