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-3uchi has been sàsid and written about Municipal Govern-

mient hy Cominissic,n during the last two or thrae years. We

hiive sien the subject discussed in mdegazines and newspaper-.

so that even those aumong mi wbo have flot given much attent on to

it. or are flot particularly interested in the various formas of civie

governinent. are askinig: "What is Commission C overninent»

Wbere did it arigýinate? How does it differ in forw. froai those-

with which we are ail familiar? Wby has it spread so rapidly

in the U'nited States' Why has it flot been equaily popular ini

Canada " etc.
Thsforni of groveriîent orginated iii the city of Galveston.

Texas. JI) 19)00 there was a) terrific tidal wave and hurriea,îe

wiiîil swept over the Iiyo aveston, and( 1 think 1.600 oi

its inhabitants Iost their lives. The city wus practically wiplil

out. Ili the nonthis that followed this terrible disaster. the

ordinary ci vie governnent proved utteriv heipless and incorn-

petent. ani finally it broke down altogether. so that those mî'ni

who had a stake, in the city saw the people Ieaving every d1
ani t'i e ridit of the eity b-ecoining worse and worse. So lhe.

deeided that iiiilss there w-as soine very radical ineans adoptvil

the citv wvas dooîned. They petitioned the State Legislatuirv to

g-ive thetin a iiew charter. and to replace it teînporarily hy il

Ciînuîssion to be uimier thu eont roi of fivo' men, wbo woulîl mu'
efflvewnt1v. There ivas quite a strug±rle iii getting this chartter.

but filial]lv theyv obtailued it.

*J)Commission consistod of fivi,. two apIpo:ted li fin tvt it:.-

anmd thv appoiinted by the' Covtrnimnî'nlt of the Statr, thouigli
Liter the(seý muen lvert' elected hv the citv. For want of a bettvir

*naine to de8crihe tht' new forni of governuwiint it was eaU-Hýi

(Commuission Goemnet 'and this has stuek to it ever 5111ev.

Thes me werc paid officiais. The Prvsideaii-fMavor, as 1w( was

eaUt-H. l)resided lit aillthe mmxev(tiags. had a vote, but no veto. Vani
ous ilePartilints of the tây's activities wxvre dîvided among

ibie four Commaissioners. They wvere given wlia.t. wer econlsiderotl
il, Galveslton, particularly wi<Iv powers. although it tlois flot ap-

l)tajr very extremne to us ais we are famniliar with mieli

ii,


