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practically three tribunals saying there is evidence of gtiit,
to say nothing of the fourth-.the press.-which generally
manages to convict in the first instance.

With this state of affairs present in nearly every criniinal
case, it is perhaps not going too far to say that in niost
instances, the person who, in the ininds of ordinary men, is
giuilty, stands before the court as the proper person to fficad
to the indictment. Ilttting stuch a ian in the witness box
means, therefore, that he nitst lie tii save himseif, or teli the
truth and aid in his own conviction. There are manv things
lie i% corifrontedi with, even if lie is a skiifuil witness, whiiehi he
cannot explaixi. If he is reaiiv guiitv, his evidence, other
than a direct aditssitn tif gujît, mist bie faise, and the faise
witness takes terrible chances. A skilfil cross-examination
dlemolishes his storv. A more motderate degree of skili on
the part of Cnown couinsei gencrallv demnonstrates confuision,
tontradfliion. and faise reaisons in incidentai matters. aithotugh

the main facts if his testinionv nmav be undistturbed. In any
event, there is suire to be soiue corroboration of the C, wNn
case in his evidence. If then, the gtiilt\- mnat is on trial. it is
dangenous bevond mneasuire to eall imi as a wvitness. Coi n-
sel, however. cannot aiways decide t buse matters. The cliunt
must be te.ard in the determination. Tii take the respoinsii.
bility of refusing to eall hitu when lie itisists iupon it. is a
Position tciiunsel do not care to aissumne. lt fis a grave qites.
tion whether uouinsel shoild not assume it. His judgLmut
shoic govern. Ile, andi ntit his client, conduects the case, and
lpoin Iiim shotild devoive its sole management and direction.
In manv instances I have asstimed it. in sonie 1 have viehied
tii the pret*lsure of the client, and my experience is tint the
mivy safe course is to takc the responsibiiitv, and keep the
prisoner ini the doc.k.

Another strong argitt-?ent. anti again it is more the resuit
of experience than (if theory, is ïhat the evidenc.e of a mnan
on trial for a crime, however small the crime may 1w, is grcativ
weakened bv reu.son of the existence of the pwerfui influ.-
ence of qelf.prtese"iattitn. Jaries know this &4 well as Iawyers
du. In the case tif murder, what wvuid flot mos:w meni swear


