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THE FIRST THEOLOGIGA L HA TU IX THE BRITISH
COLONIES.

DR. CURRIE, in lus introductory lecture at the present session
of the ilali, lias given an accour.té of the early efforts of the

fathers of the Presbyterian Chiurcli iii this land to establishi an
institution for the training of young mnen for the ninistry. Tliey
hiad long beeîu pleadingr withi the churchles in Scotland for men
to occupy the mission fields open on every side, but the supplies
received froin that source were uncertain and quite inadequate.
In this state of things the idea was suggested of training thein
in this country. This is now considered so, necessary to the
establishumient of the churcli iii a newv country, that even in the
case of a mission to the heathen, it is looked forward to as what
must be adopted at the earliest practicable date. In this we are
as ivise ns Columnbus' companions, after lie hiad shown themn howv
to inake an egg stand on the table. Very diflerent feelings were
cntertined at that tinie in the colonies. The large xnajority of
the population being natives of the old country, disposed to con-
trast the state of society here with that whichi they hiad left
there, and to dwell fondly on the adatgsafforded by the
latter, wvere naturally disposcd to look upon the effort as imprac-
ticaible, if not absurd. This was Iikely to prevail witlh Scotelh
Presbyterians, wlio above ail liad beemu accustoined to liave thieir


