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WI-IEN SHALL SOHOOL BEGIN?

BY 0. tAN FORD IEJJCOPRINCIP'AL OF TIIF PRAxrr I.,STI'UTr
J11il(I Sc1TOOLý.

Life is 110W s0 complex thiat the answer to nearly every
q1uestioni inst begin, "'It depeiids." This is notably the
case wheni we corne to ask at mlhat ag-e a child should be-
g(in groilg- to school. Wle must take at least three t-hings
into consideration-the child, the school and the alternative
to the sehool, that is to say, the home. And even xvhen, we
have w',eigrhed these three factors with as m-ach diseretion
as w'e are capable of oir judrnent wvil1 unavoidably be
colored by our own personal experince.

It happened, for example, ini- ny own case that I did flot
go to school 1until I was eight, years old and went alto-
gvether oniy about twTo vears. This was fo]lowed by the
regulation four years at collegre and theii hy graduate stndy
at Zurich and at Hlarvard. merebrn tefedmo
such a boyhood, the lonig. initerrupted stretches of time
for thinkiiug and readiing and travel, ahove ail the beautiful
comnradeship or the mother, and reciflinig the absolutte en-
thnsiasni with whidh I threw inyseli, ail -mitired as I wvas,

into~. th-ihr studies of the college and the university, it
is very natural for iue, at aniy rate, to belittie the function
of the school and ovexpraise fille iii the openi.
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