
EMPIRE )A.Y.

air te grrace a southerii town. So that te smatter Latin with
an E iglishi mouth is as iii a hearing as low Frenchi. Per-
haps it is on the samne principl' that -Canadians find it diffi-
cuit to pronounice t'ne sound of a initermediate htcnthe
Italian, a in flather andf the short a. iii fat. The so-and is
found iii such words as ai ter, ant, mnass, class, fast, Iast, pass.
lu greneral ternis it is the a before.t 1, s and ni. Ayres, iu his
Orthoôpist, sa vs: IlThe souiid cf a, called tie intermediate,
is found chiefly iii mnonosyl1ah1es and dissyllables. At the
begiinning- of this ceniury tiiese words were grenerally pro-
nouneed xvithi the fuli Italian a. wihby thec exquisites,
xvas iîot iiifr-equenit ly exagrgerated. This Wakrundertook
to chang, and te thai. end marked the a of' w'ords of this
c]ass like the a in mni;i, fût, üt, etc. The innovation, how-
ever, inet with onlv partial suecess. XVeh.ter and WTor-
cester hoth op)posed it. Now there is a general disposition
to uniito in soi-e interiediate sound be.tweenl the broad, a
lu fiather. which is rarely, and the short a in at. which. is
frequeiitly heard iu this country. Some of the w~ords iii
which. a now receives this internmediate sonnid are: "Iadvant-
age, ýal'ter, aghast, alas, amass, alabaster. A lexander, aniswer,
aut. asp), us, bask, b)asket. blanch, bla.st., branch, brass, eask,
casket, cas.catie, chafi; chance, chant. clasp, class, (-on-
trast, craft. dance, draft, draright, eue haut, enhance, ex-
ample, fistlask, gasp, ganitlet, ghastly, g-lance, glass, grraft,
Igrant, grasp, grrass, hasp. lanee, lass. last, -rnaskz, mass, Mast,
rnasfill naisty, pant. pas. pa.st-, pastor, pastitro, plaster,
pr.aiice, quiafi raf:. rafter, rasp. sarnple. shaft, siauder, slait,
staff, task. trance, vast, ~vf. Readiing these 'words; aloud
would be an excellent exercise, lu proniiciation.

EM,\PIRE DAY.

-ON the twTnty.third cf iiext May. tEmpire Day" is
to becelebrated b a large numI)er f tlie childreîî of the
Dominion. It is hioped that this d-ay il be grenerally ob-
served from the Atlauitie te the lcic.From )tue Atlantic,
through the "Journal of Eduicatioii," the officiai organ cf
the ( ouncil 1 f Publie Instruction for Nova , cotia, xve learn -
CcThe twenty-third of Mlay lias heeii set apart as ' Empire
Day* ini the seheols. It is te be specially devoted te the
cultivation of feelingZs of loyalty and attachment te our
country and te the institutions under which, Nve live. It is


