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for a% better understanding, for a fuller co-operation on the i...rt of the Churcli
of England, îaot witli the _Church of IRonie or wiitli the E astern Chiurcli, but
witli the Protestant Churches t]îroughIout the world-withi the Protestant
Churches of Germnî aîîd Holland, wvitIi the Protestant Churches of Sweden
and Denmnark,, ivith ffhe Pr.jtestant Churches of France and Switzerland, with
the Protestant Churches of the United States and of our own colonies-but,
above ail, witlh the Presbyterian, Indepeîîdent, Wesleyani, and Baptist

îîurcles of England and MWales, of Ireland and Scotland(.-"
The Rev. Dr. WILLIAM MORLEY PUNSHON said: 1'I feel înyself highly hion-

oxired, niy lord, to have the c'pportunity of advocating the cause of tixe British
anîd Ffîreign Bible Society on the piarent platforrn. Sixîce 1 last stood here,
nxany years ago, on a sinxilar occasion, 1 have hiad the opportunity of giving
sucli support and advocacy as 1 could to the operation of societies liaving the
saine object; on the continent of Aierica ; and I rejoice to be again permit-
ted tu corne here, and to find thiat. the cause retains all its energy, and the
attachinent of the friends of the cause ail its freshuness, and tlîat there are no>
syxnpttiiis that the conibiined assaults which have been mxade ulpun our com-
mon faitii have tended in anywise to cause us to put awa«ýy one j't of heart
or hope in reference to th(e enterprise tlîat we have undertaken, and in re-
ference to the issue of the strife in whichi we are engaged. The noble lord
whlo spoke last assured us that it was perfecti y impossible to -do anytlung
with the Resolution after tixe exhaustive speech'of lds Grace the Archbishop
of Canterbury. If nxy IResoliition, therefore, is to be reg,,-.rded as rny pýarish,
my speech on this oiccasion mnust necessarily be extra-parochial. 1 do not
purpose, kiowiing how nxany there are to fillow nie, to enlarge at any leiigth
on this occasion, if I can hielp it ; but the thenie is soniewiiat tcnmpting, and

atogh I wiill try tu exercise a i'ppe and handsoiue self-control, there niay
be sonie dificulty. perhlîaîîj, iii just c<lnng to a conclusion exztctly at the time
1 should desire. 1 arn reji.iced to hiear the sentiments thiat have been ex-
prcssed inore than once this mîorning as to the ojpîrtunit-y that is affibrded by
the British and Foreigmi Bul -le Society-I ivould fain hocpe not by the British
and Foreigui Bible -Society. only-for iuinistersand adixerents of ail Protestant
denouminations to gathfler togrethler ivithoutaian e:xtside unifoinity, and without
any compromise (if digmity and distinctive principle, to uphiold that wvhich is
cominon, and dear, and let mue add, threatened in the age in which %ve live.
I suppose, after the speehes of the noble chairnman and the- Archibisliop of

Caterbiry, I arn put up hiere as a Noncuînforinist to furnishi the illustration.
.A sentencu of Arc.hhisl,pI Trench lias been rininl em ars eetdyti
nwîirningç. Iii one oif lis Ilulseail Lectures, I thinkl, lie says somnething like
this: That it wais oliservcd 1-y one wise ian i rf amotixer that his questions

itaught mocru than other pce .ple's ainswer,3" and lie refers this, if I renienîber
rightly, to the Scriptures iii this aspect of it : & Tat the silence (if Scripture
is ùften more instructive thian the teaching, of other books?' Niw that
slince, as it alppears; to nie, miay not be. inaptly quoted as an evidence of the
Scriptures' inspirationi. Lt is silent, not by inadvertence ; it is sulent l'y de-
signi. The saine Spirit whielh proînpted the writers tc, write withlield the
writers front iwriting whîen the b ',rd did no-t vii flic revelaiti' 'n. And s"it is
true, as D. 'y]e says, that tlueq-cr-ir.ture is lhkea dia], iu whic] -ive are infornn-
cd by the shiadow as w-cIl as the'liglit ; and, again, in the words of the la1-
niented Archer l3iitler, ' What we se. i-s: holy, but what, we sec nit is hiouer
stiil, Lt is tue glory (if God, ive are told, to comîce.al a iuatter. And, sonieu-
turnes to repiress mnhalowed curirisity, and somnetimnes to exercise His
p)eople',s faith, and Soîaîetinies to vindicate His oivn prerogatii-e, and sonie-
tiies-nay, always-tcn evolve His owni plans into clearer and grander
harmony, Gi"d nîingles ob.cnrity anîd brigflîtuîess ix-k the revelation of Hlis will.
There is ni7' obscurity, mark you, upin the mnatters thiat erincern salvatio'n.
They are ali zks cicar as the nirniîîg. Tliere is no thcc'rizing upon Truth. In
the Scripture Trutiî1 is dozatc Li sserted. W'e do not get hold of tlic prîi-
t-se h-y wlîioh fie rsisare arrived at ; we do not eec, the rei-sons ?


