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from a life of swindling to a life of honesty by reading Oolenso's Commentary
on the Pentateuch ; that a profligate had bcoîne nieral by adopting the
views of Renan, as laid down in his life of Jesus ; or that, a careless, world ly
-mn Iîa betîe very devoiut and lipaventy-inided by the pertisal of Profes-
sor Hluxley's lay-sernsl 1 1 iy their fruits ye shall know tlîem," is the

*Saviour's ewvn test. WVe will stili hold faut to the guod old book, binding it
to our bosoi, and hiding it in our heart, for we flnd thiat it fits the whole
nature of inan just as nicely as its own key lits into every ward of the most
complicated lcck.

But it is not merely our duty to ho]d the Bible fast, but also to hold it
forth to, others. And wliat motives, it may be asked, should induce us to do
this ? I answer, ebedience to the irst and second great Commanrdents-
love to God, and love to marn. If aven a hieathen Roman coul-1 say, "lI ar. a
man, and nothing that concerns huinanity cari cease to be of intereat to me" ;
and could draw cheers from a Roman crowd by saying it ; how mucli more
interest slhould the Christian feel, not in thre temporal, but in the spiritual
welfare of his brother-man? For, if this Book is the only lamp of hf e that
cari gui*de the pilgrim's feet froiu thre City of Destruction to the New Jerusa-
lem, shall we not gîve it to those that are sitting iu darkness and tihe shadowv
of deathi? If this Book is tihe anly bread of life that eau satîsfy the hieart-
h-unger of earth's perishing millions. we cannot, ive dare not withheold, it from
thein. 11The love of Christ will constrain us." We will feel that the verse
in tihe well-known missionary irynin of the good and great ]3ishop Haeber
mighit well read thus : flot shall we, but

"cCai -we whose souls are ligbted,
With wisdom froa on high;

Cari we ta mnar benighted,
The lamp of life deny? "

Lt is thle grand peculiarity of die present glaonos dispensation, that every
man boru in a country -%vlere thre way of salvation ie known, lias, as iris
blessed birthright, the free offer of xnercy through Jesus Christ ; and it
oughlt to be the aim. of every lover of the Bible te labour, and contribute, and
pray that the Soriptures may be circulated in every land, and traixslated ilito
every tongue; se that every child of Adam rnay soi)n possess a copy of the
sacred volume, and reading therein tihe wvonderful works of God, uraiy becomne
Wise Unto salvation.

Thre speaker then proceeded to congratulate the meeting on the incereased in-
came of tihe ýSocietyduring the past year, on the fact thatwe, havebeen perinitted
net only te supply the wanit s of our own home-field, but also to exteud aid te
the sister societies in Quebec, Ottawa, and Montreal. Re also referred te
tihe beginning made iii distributing (God's wvord through the north-western,
portion of the Dominion, aud exîresscd the hope that somie stray copy
niighit fail into the lhands of that rascal Riel (and a real rascal ire feared lie
was), and that lie iniglit learii frorn it, both ta fear God, and to live. iu sub-
jection tca the powvers that be. Thre field, hiowever, -%vas the world. Alreaely
tlîirty Bible Societies -sere iu existence, which were puablisluing the Word of
God ini some two hundred différent languages, spoken by sanie 800,000,000
people. By these Societies eigt million cltopies of the Bible are issued every
year, orat tie rate offifteeu everyinuite. Suirely wvelihave reason te "Tliank
God and take courage."1

Mr. Stewart then referred briefly te the influence of thre Bible iu main-
taiuing peace aniongy the nations of the earth, epcaigthe nialiciaus t-t-
tenipts that were somuetimes made te stir rip strife between Great Britain aud
thre United States, aud expressing the conîviction that thre fact thrat these two
great natians led tihe van ini tihe great work of studying and disseiuatingj
God'ls truth ivas the best pledge aud guarautee for the maintenance of su hon-
ourable and, lastingt pesce.

In canclusion, said thre speaker, it wiIl sure]y not be dececd amiss if, ere
sitting down, I urgo,,, tirat eachi of ris prize snd study the Bible nmore. Lot us


