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johinson, Archibald Lampman, George Roberts, the unique Henry
Drummiiond and his I!-ab.tapit.

The liumorouis Khan and bis "Canticles," Theodore 1-. Rand, iii

the prefaco to bis Anthiology of Canadian verse, says : I 1may be
pardoned the .xpression of a feeling of national pride that the mate-
-ials are so ahundant fromn w~hicli to prepare a representative volume,
much of îvho--e contents wvill flot suifer by comparison wvîth the verse
of older countries." Canacia's richiness of inaterial, both as regards
natu r:t he-auty and romian tic association, hias fou îd wvorthy expres-
sion iii tliese singers of verse. They are nature-lovers first of ail,
then Canlada-lovers. Nature in ail lier -moods appeals to thlem, and
whether thev w'rite of the glaclness of Spring, of the brighit, fui], and
ail ton short Stimmner, of the gI ory and sadness of Auturrn days, or
of I' the whiite-\Viniter's chieer," their verse rnay be comipared in its
toiiic effecis to a briicing whiif of our motintain air.

Mlany of the thiemes are crude and treated in homely phrase.
StilI, wve are ci young- nation as v'et ; our traditions are in their baby-
clothes and youith is a bad habit nf wvhicli w~e are easily cured, more's
the pity. Oîîe authority is convinced that Canadian poetry is. per-
haps, the iredeeingi feature of Tventieth Century literature, X'e
have reason for congratulation, more, perhaps, thanii we realize, in

*isutter aloofniess froni the deplorable tone of commiercialism wvhich
is the key-note, more or less of oui- century's Ilgood, bad and in-
differenit." Most of our p-jets speli optimisni w'ith a capital 0, and
we have very ft-'v self stvied atheisis or freethinkers. It is easily
seeni thiat they liave dwelt ii -Ir to the heart of Nature ; shie bas told
then lier secrets lovingly, they hiave caughit lier first expressions and
aspects. No, tbe wvorship of the almighty dollar lias not beeri part
and parcel of their schemie of life; perhaps they have been borni too
far north poetry should îîot prove lucrative ! One critic, wvho is a poet
himself, congratulates themi on liaving found their sermions iii the
stonies and trees, the flowers of the field, thieir nmusic ini the running
waters and iii the rhythm of the sea, leaving the New Ernglanders a
monopoly of " «barn-yard " inspiration. The Carnian- Roberts group
liails frorn the region of Aca'dic, the region of ail Canada ricbiest in
folk--lore and romnantic association. 0f thebe Bliss Carman is, per-
haps, the one who possesses the most varied charmn ; there is the
appeal of bis music, of bis wvord-pictures and of bis out and out
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