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CIISfMAS REILS.

Swetlvchitne the Chîrismas beils.
Over all the worid to.day ;

Peace on earth. goo(u-wi au men,
Chant the echves ft away.

Nr't un,'r ureart anl
Their sweet volce tis message toils,

but unieour heaits îhey Corne.

lecace un c, th, 0, glutgeus pitr
tL.ae Lhaý ,, l ajrisd,as luire,

Let ihis precious boon bc ours:
Peace on earth terever mure.

Unie every îreubled soul,
Eçciy bcart. awhcie stii..w l lel,.

Valhor, tirinky swoet pear-c. we PraVý
Wih the chîme et Christmas bebis.

Te aurt eliow-men good.wil,
In a brotherhuoui mail truc,
mWC cver du tu îheim,

Ai%,e as nl 'hat îhey sb. uM1, '
Ilstnish pride and envions hught.

W'hich each kindiy act repels
Let rid tends be dont atway,

With the chime et Christmas bebis
rcace un cath, good w:l îo men,

qang the angets long age ;
May wo keep ihis precept pure

In out hecaris ta-Lre c'et we go;
Till within the promised land,

Xhee are ne more sad farevells,
WVe shahlu it ta music strains,

àweeîer far ihan Chrazîmas bei a.
-Athine F. Shole,.

Wvurittn for Tta CA:;AOA PlaESIXTXRA4.

PRESB YTERIANVISM IN SOUTHI-
ERIV CAdLIFORNVIA.

IIY REV. JOHN ANDERSON, D.D., LAIE OF. SI.
STEIIIEN, N. Il.

1 have ne need te write et tht jour
ney acness tht continent tc this land et
,' sunshine and.:flewers," since it was net
manked hy any noiewerlhy eveet excepi
that il was accompiished lu cemtort and
safety, and in itselt, very enjoyahie. The
rente was tht Santa Fe. Tht wtathor as
agreeably cool. Tht scenory tram west et
Kansas was uew, vared, grand and imptes-
sive. This eached is climax ln Sothera
Caifornia, which is se altegethon difféent
from what we are accustomed te in the cast
that it is bard te describe. There art many
ihings ihat art uew te a sîranger about
which eue might write. Ht may have read
or heard et theni hefore, but tht heaing et
the ear s aiways diterent tram one sooîng
fer hmselt. The climate, the sceutry, tht
people and ihei- ways, the soil and its pro-
ducs-abI these are interesting te a visiter,
and dalleront tram what wt nitet waîh ta
Canada. Passing by those thîngs at present
1 wibb confiue myseif lu this letton te, chunch
matters as mort suitabie te your papen and
perhaps mare îttreâting te the majeity et
yeur readers.

Then firsi t fal h it rememhered that
Sauttnern Caliternia as a greni natural sani-
tani, especiaiiy fer throat and chest
troubles and a geodly number oi " fathers
and L rethren -" lrem tht North, Eastern and
middle Siates, waîb a kew tram Canada, feel
canstnained te take advaniage et t. The
writen is thankful te say it was net ou account
et hoalth iu h.s ewn case that Le tame te
the country. Tht clamat bas aise a seda-
tve and ettul effect en exhaust- nerves
and many a wrn eut paster tram tht tast
cimes here toi recctpeatàion. Most ùft ibtai
receive benefit mort or ess, and maoy are
intuaned, il net imptiled, te siay. Tht natnrai
nesuts s that the country wih is spanso
population is considerably ever-siocked witb
manstens, tspecaaliy iu tht South and in the
cties et tht Nertheru part et tht State.
Los Angees Preshyteny, which s the iang-
est an2 the Synod, bas, as reported ai a meet-
ing rccenîIY heid, 70> cangregatiens and 96
msuastrs , San Francasae, at tht Synod et
1893, porttd 3o mînisters and i., chur-hesj
Oakland -37 mnsters and -,5 churches. Tht
oiber Preshyteries, waubd about average an
eiual number et each, sorte bavîng mort
mnistens than churchos, othens mort
chucbts than tninisters. No de .uia 0cm-
ber uf mninstes, ashoso naines are on tht
;elis et Preshyteries, entier do nul care er
Lannot de pastoral wok oun a.uat ot pour
heaith, or becauset hey have retired tram tht
negubar active duties of tht mioistny. But,
on tht other haod, thene arc sanie active,

vigorous men who can and wish te work, if
needed, who have flot gîven ia their letters.
These would prehably balance the athers
and louve the net reit as abeve iudicated.
One et tht Synadicai mîssionaries said iately
that thera was not a practîcal vacancy in Les
Angcles Presbyîery, and there %were about 40
minîstors wiîhout work. 1 mention thîiî
as a varîety tram tht troquent cry for mere
iaiourers whicb cortainiy dees flot came
heom here, and hoLause il is net generally
knovn, 1 think, in the cast. It is, however,
1 beive, geuerally undersîeed that there
are comparatively few pasterates, manv
engod as " stated supplv," troquent chang-
os, a %,onsant coming and giviug. These
are -. aratterstics of tht ceuntry as a whole
and will naturaily ho found in church, as lu
ather relations.

1 attended the metug et the Preshytery
ut Los Angeles receutly held at Santa Anna
and touud st înterestiog. Las Angeles, as
aiready mentioned, is the argest Presbytry
in the Synod et Calitornia and bas grewn
rapiday tht ast few years. It hLds its
stated meetings overy six manths. These
are net held in the plain business way
custemary in the Canadian Churcb but
with mach mare ceremonv and circumstance.
Tt members et Presbytery, bath ministers
and eIders, were recoîved and hospitabiy on-
tertained by tht people. Tht court mot ln
tht evening, and was epened by devotional
exercises, and sermon by the Moderator,
atter whîch the roll was cailed, tht court
constiîued, and new MSodorator elocted as in
aur (and their) Syued and Assembiy, and se
the business was conducted threughaut, al
being dent in an orderby and busioess-lîke
way. Tht mators that camne up were such
as ive are mostly accustomed te. The
division et the Preshyttry was reported au
which was decmed desirable but for the
prescrit net practicablo. A lîcentiate was
erdaiued, a Mr. Sinclairtram thePreshytery
ef WVhitby, Ont, and who had studied part-
ly at Ioast lu Knox Coliege. Tht examina-
tien was carried on chieflylin open court and
at greater iength than is usual la tLe Cana-
dian Chnrch. Tht knotty points in Thea-
legi were freeiy deait with sncb as Iospîra-
tien, eection, criticism, bigher and lower;
new was a knowlcdge ef tht sherter cato-
chism overleoked. 1 neod bardly say ihat
tht youug Canadîno acquitted irnstltcredit-
ably ad showed a steady head and weil-
haianced mnd, tven on pints where thore
was romr for donbt, wbetber is examiners
had got quite eut et the fog, or Ladl touod
soid hottom. 1 inter ibis from tht erni lu
which some et tht questions were put. Alto-
gether thetotnt was strictly ertbedex ;it aoy
latent Brîggsism ext sted it kept eut ef sight.
Other C anadans met with were Rev. R.
Logan, et santa P&ulo, tormtrly et N. S., and
Rov. Messrs. Fraser and Mils fromt B. C.
Dr. Ormisten, çwhose namne is widely known
and rtspecttd î-I tht Canadian Church, and
wne is a member ef ibis Presbytery, was net
prescrnt. Hie s passing threugb a severe
attack ef illuess that bas kept hum aitte
very gaies et dtath for several weeks. A
siîght amprovement had taken place, but
reoevery was regarded as very doubtfni.
Tht Presbyttry -ractously passed a resolu-
tion of b-impatby with tht "reverend father."

Anoîber matior, and that perhaps the
mast important, hefere the Presbytery, I1rmust
mention au the tewest werds possible-tht
nome Mission Werk. flore, hesides tht
cronic-difficuity iu ýommon witb aur ewu
cthrch-want et fund-there are others
peculiar te tht country. Tht H. M. Board,
twasstated, was httwetu $200,oao and Sjeo,-
eoo in deht, and tLe erder was. Grants te
uie Lurtailed as much as possible, and ne
ntw wrk eotred on. A special ddfficulty
was tht aversion cf even tht smailest Cali-
fornian cengregatian te share its pastor
wth ariother, se ihat a smail mission fild
,bat, in tht Cqnadian Cbnrch, wold probab.
ly bc une 4u a greup et tw oer three stations
wih cdaim a ministox for itsel. Tht noces-
siîy for"I donbliog up'" was strengly urged.
it was turther urged that mniosters sheuld
cease ta dlaim a full support wbtn iaboring
au sncb places as did net require their ful

turne er tuergies. Tht dificulties et tht

situ ition c Inibe understaod. Manyoftîhest
fields, if deprived etf a foreneon or evening
service, mght as weil bc abandeued, and, if
a mipister is ebliged te engage lu saine
other calling, ih inders bis spiritual w3rk.
These things were recognized. Ontemm-
ber said that what was wanted la Califarnia
was a Sabbath with îwo foreneaus, or min-
isters who ceuld 6il îwo pulpits an tht saine
farenoon and at tht saine heur, but in diff-
crent places. It is boptd, and ne deu6t
will be gtaiized, that thesc difficulties wiib
moziity as the ceuntrn filis up. Tht Syuod,
which embraces the State of Califorsia, is
essentiaily a H. M. Synod, and the church,
as therc reprcseuîed, 5eems te realize its
respousibiiity, and te be earnest la seeking
teanitet it. 0f iS 228 churches, only 8e are
self supporting, and et these ouly three or
toui had hotu estabiished withaut the aid of
tht Mission Board. Tht Syned met at Les
Angeles tht day on which tht Presbytery
adjeurued at Sauta Anna, and 1 badl aIse
the priviiege ef aîtending mosi et lis sittings.
Space wili net permit me te reter te those,
uer is it necessary. What bas been said af
tht Presbytery may ho takea as generaily
applicable te the Syned, aliowance being
made fer different lacalities, and 1 trust it
wil ho interesting te yonr reader5.

Covina, Les Angeles Ce., Cal

M Y REDEEMER.

"Tht Son et Ged who iaved me and
gave Himseit for me 1 " Se dots Paul
exuit ln bis Redeemer. Thus dots he
interpolate an item et bis masi secret ex-
porience ie tht midst et a closely reasou-
cd proposition, with tht effect et bath
streugthouing tht argument and ilnuminating
the theugbt-

(r) Turning it about, that it may flash on
us is many-sided significance, we por-
coîve it ta be tht language of Faith. In
bis perception of the univorsality et the
Atonoment, St. Paul was second ta none.
Born a Hebrtw and îrained a Phariset, we
shauld net have bheon rurprised L ad ho prav-
ed ta ho a man ef narrow stimpathies and
national antipathies. Tht purest water wil
take on flavor from stoae uin ai od wiao
cask. But in Paul's teachings we find sncb
a conccption of God's lave as admits of ira
class, er national, or racial distinctions, and
in bis lite we find strennaus efaortte render
it effective. But tht coeeoe bis theoogy
and the inspirationaet bis activity was a per-
senai faith, which appropriated and rejoicod
in tht saivation, about wbichbch preached
and wrete.

Herein is an abject lesson. Many
among ns are interested ln tht evangebiza-
tien cf the people. Most et us rejaice la
tht honeficent sweep et God's all-embracing
love, la t htgifttetHis Son. De we remeai-
ber te appropriate it personaiiy ? Tc Pan's
thealogy et ns be very sure te add Paul's
confident trust wich dates daiiy te say
"lMe 1 "IlTte Son et God who loved mne,
and gave bimseif fer ime."

z)This is aise tht anguage et gratitude.
In ene et the Nantheru Provinces of
Russia, whert tht highway ruas tbreugh
lonely torests, there stands hy tht way-side
a simpt monument hearing tht inscription

, le loved me and gave biiseît for Me."
Travelling 1latinl the fail a nobleman and
Lis famiby wore pursued hy wolvcs. To
diveritheir attention a herse was cnt lbase
which dashed away in terrer. To persue,
evertake, drag down and deveur thet errifled
beast was a wark et minutes for tht welves,
dnring which the carniage made what speed
it could. Ail tee soon the wolvres came on
agaa, and escape seemed impossIble. But
in tht cisis ef their fate the taitbful driver
thrnst tht relus loto bis master's bunds,
cnying, IlDrive 1 drive b,' aad with a pistai
lu each baud eaped down among tht on-
comiug pack. The carniage reached a place
cf satcty, but sczrcb in tht earby maraing
revealed neibing of tht servant, save tht
hleody fragments of a feast et wohres. Ho
had given bis àife for tht lifc et is master.
Ail that cauid hc dent iu reten was grate-
fuily ta mark tht spot whtre afftrtioa l
crewned itseif in sacrifice.

And if', whcn the servant gives bimseif
for the master, gratitude is met, how is it
when the master gives himscif for the ser-
vant ? For He whese love Paul exuits in,
and whose sacrifice hoe apprapriates as made
for him, was none atber than bis Divine
Lord. Ciearly as tbe Apostie perceived the
universaiity ot Christ's atonemeot, sa clearly
did lhe perccive Christ's essentiai Divinity.
It was "Ilthe Son of Gc.d who ioved bim and
gave himseif for him,' and the censciousuess
of this, caupied with the realization of bis
own sinfulness, overwheioeed him. How
cotaid ha do otho:. than give thanks i

And if we appropriate as our very own
the redeeming love et Christ, it wilfill o ut
hearts with gratitude. We cannet roalire
Him, pouring out His life for us, witbout
beingRnmoved te thank and praise Hlmn.
Possibly the Lircumstances cf the past trying
fioancial year have tended te render us
querulous and frettul. Personal trial bas
been addcd in the nase of sorte, perbaps,
and the mind bas clouded over and tht
heart hardened. Tbtnk, thon, upon that
great gîti, in whase presence ail other pos-
sible or desired gifts fail into eclipse. In
Christ you have the expression et the highest
love and the piedge of the mest liberal
care. Cempel Vourseif ta remember that:
ITht Son et God loved yen and gave bim-

seit fer you," and that recoilection will sure-
ly un seul the founitains of gratitude in Vaut
heart, and in their happy flow, queruleusness
wiil gîve -place te thanksgiving, and cern-
plining wvill ho turned te praise.

(3) Paul's confession is aise the language
et consecration. Becausd Christ I oved
hlm and gave himself fer hlm," ho loved
and gave himself te Christ. The perception
et this gracious fact coristrained bim te live,
nettinote bimseif, but unte bis self sacrific-
ing Lord. Foi Cbrist's sake be was hence-
forth debtor te ail men for whatever leving
service could be rendered tbem. Ho would
go anywhere ; ho weuid search undor any
circumstances ; ho would carry the Gospel te
any peope; he would bear ail possible
hardships; ho would brave ail necessary
danger; hoe wonld lay down bis very lite and
die with a smiie on bis lip and the ight af
love inbis bye. His constant sang was:

"Dismiss me not Thy service Lord,
But train me for Thy wiii ;

And I wiii seek for ne reward,
Except ta serve Thcetstili."

And just in proportion as we actuaily
and vividly perceive that Ilthe Son of
God lnved us and gave Himself for us"1
shaîl we ho coustrained to consecrate our-
selves te His sorvice. At tLe root of ail our
coidness and haif*heartednoss, Our soif.
pieasing and selt-sparing, in the Christian
lite, is a detective faith. We do net appre-
bond the great love whorewith He loved us;
consequently we do net love him in rtra ;
thoretere out service drags and our minds
weary.

WVhen the late Blsbop ai Madras was
visiting Travancore, thore was introducod te
Lïm a littie slave girl by tLe tât e of "The
Child Apostie." She Lad earned the titie
hy the zeal wîîh whi.h she talked of Christ
te otbers. Her quiet, steady persistence lu
tbis had won severel couverts te Christ.
But sbe had sufl'ered persocution tee brutal
te relate. Wtseo she was introduced te the
Bishop, ber face, ueck and arias were dis-
fgured and scarred by stripes and blows.
Ashle ok at ber the good man's tyts filied
and ho said : " My chiid, Lew could Ven
bear thîs? " She iooked up in surprise at
tht question, and ber eves diiating with
wonder, she said . "Don't you like te
seller for Christ, sir?"

Why shonid sncb suffcring, borne se
joyousiy, surprise the Bishop? Why should
wlhat surprised hîm seem se natnral te the
lîî.tle con verîtIramri Paganisai? JusI for this
rcasen' with the Bishop, as witb se many
et us, the luve and sufferings cf Christ Lad
hardeuied loto a creed ta e h eld with the
intellect antd contessed wth îLe lips, wbilst,
with the cbîld, the loving, suifrîng, dyiog,
reigning Savieur q as a vivid reality. 41The
Son of God ioved ber and gave himself for
be.r," and therefore censocratien te bis
service, even te sufiering, was a giadness
and a jey

Dear friend: look away te Jesus
There is ne inspiration te a consecrated
111e baif se potent as a vivid realizatien cf
the cross et Christ. Under its sbadow only
such feelings as hnmilsty, gratitude and coen-
snecretion can iive.

"When 1 survcy the wondrens cross,
On which the Princce o Glory died ;-

My ricbest gaie 1 contt but boss,
Ana pour conteoept on a]i),m prde"

We lte whvulc rca!M ut nature mine,
That wcre a preseul far tee smali,

Seme, se amazng, sa divine,
Demands oey soul, my lite, My ail."-


