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1t had for <ome tune been known to nany that the
Governor-General and the Princess wonld vist King.
ston for the purpose of Laye two vorner-stonces in the
new bmldigs of theen's Umversity.  Frulay, the
3oth of May, being the appointed time for ths inter-
estng ceremnny, the people of Kingston awoke sud.
denly to a sense of thewr responsilabity i connection
with i, For days swtable preparations were beng
made on all hands,  With all the bard work and deep
anxtety which had marked the periotd of antierpation,
the Marqus and his royal wife arnved on the after.
noon of the 2th, winle yet there was much requinng
to be done for the morrow,  While this wis especially
true of the work needed on the College grounds and
buildings and in other portions of the city, the inhabi.
tants for the most part, were ready for the afternoon
procession and the evening entertainment. “Beautiful
arches of evergreen, bearing inscriptions of welcome
both in Gaelir and Laglih, spanned the thoroughfares
on which the cortege had to pass; while flags of every
nationabity, and waving banners with every conceivable
device floated from the public buildings and from
every store and dwelling house.  Nature seemed to
respond to the emblems of loyal welcome which were
thus displayed Ly enniching the trees and grass and
flowers with lier most beautiful colours,

** The summer dawn’s reflected hue
‘o purple changed Ontatiu blue,
Mildly and soft the westetn hieese,
Just kissed the Lake, juet stirr™] the trees,
And the pleac’d lake, like marlen coy
Trembled, but dimpled not, for joy &

About four o'clock the boom of cannon annaunced
the arrival of the illustrious visstor  The Marqus
and the Princess were received at the City Hall, and
to them appropriate addresses were tendered, which
elicited words of warmm appreciation from the former.
‘The service of song rendered by an immense number
of rosy and neatly dressed children was exceedngly
beautiful.  The procession, after this welcome, was
formed. Asit advanced along the appointed thorough-
fares ringing cheers were heartily given by thethrong.
ing crowds. At length it reached the mansion
of Mr. Kirkpatrick, M. ., who had generously
offered to entertain the distiuguished visitors, Here,
after secing thé party retire, the prucession broke up ;
and now busy preparations were resumed for the eve-
ning.  As we sauntered along between the hours of
eight and nine, the illumination was complete.  “The
moon and stars seemingly envious of the unusual dis-
play of fire, shone out with more than their wonted
brilliancy.  The lights from above and those from
beneath appeared in friendly emulation as to which
would best do honour to the night. The combination
of the natural and the aruficial hght was a beautiful
spectacle to behold; while the latter at length,
satisticd  with her triumphant success in the
unequal contest, began to flicker and pale
before the orb of night, and yielding reluc-
tantly, there was scen nothing but the glory
of the moon and star-lit firmanent above.  Meanwhile
the streets were thronged with gay equipages con-
veyiny to theCity Hall those who were bound to honour
the reception of the Princess; while many atherwise
minded walked to the place of rendezvous. This
building proving well adapted for the purpose, there
was between nine and half-past ten as gay and in-
structive 2 scene as well could be imagined. The
Princess and her noble hushand were dressed with
exquisite taste, that was a living protest against every
form of shoddyism. They stond on a raised platform
on which poured light from a star centre in the ceil-
ing. As the names were announced, each lady or
ventleman saluted the illustrious couple in turn and
passed on. The hall was thus gradually filled with a
large company in full dress amongst whom could be
seen many leading citizens throughout the Do-
minion. Every one was drawn to the Queen’s
daughter and son-in-law. The Princess drew forth
many admiring compliments, which she well deserved.
There was in her a look of calin confidence combined
with that of retiring modesty, The face was thought-
ful while beautiful ; reminding one of the handsome
and wise features of Prince Albert. On the other
hand, all were more than satisfied with the Marquis,
as he has the bearing of i healthy, educated and in-

tellectual gentleman. The youthful couple, occujiying
the highest place in the Dominton, and representing
that royalty, upon whose possessions the sun never
sets, and also one of the most ancient and honoured
of Scottish houses, was a spectacle calculated to set
the mind off in several channels of reflection. ‘The
history of Canada from its humble beginnings to this
prowd day, when she stands before the world a pros.
perous and educated nation, was written upon that
living tablean of the tueen’s children and of the
ladies and gentlemen who stood behind and bLeside
them.

There was many a heart that Thursday night flut.
tering with intense anxiety in the thought of what the
morrow would bring forth.  To the oy of all, it was
more than Dueen’s weather on Friday,  ‘The thirtieth
was more favourable for the purpo<e than even the
Thursday would have been; forthe bright heat, as ofa
July day, was tempered by a detightful Lreeze from the
lake.  Very little more and the breere would have
become a storm.  But asit was, by the hour appointed
for the arrival of the party upon the College grounds,
the heat and the cool winds commingling produced the
most desirable result of the best day possible for such
an occasion.  \We found the masonry of the new build
ing advanced all round to the tiest loor, and the wints
beng laid, and the entire smface temporarily covered
with planks, there was accommodation for a large
gathering.  ‘The whole space was quickly occupied
with ladies and gentlemen cagerly bent upon scemny
and heaning all they could,  From time to time the
National Anthem was played by the band, and at
length the arrival of the Marquis and Princess was
announced by the firing of guns and the plaudits of
the thousands assembled on the grounds, \When the
mnlitary were all in place, the illustrious visitors were
received under a canopicd structure of tlowers and
evergreens and an addeess of welcome read and an
swered,  The procession headed by Chancellor Cook
and Prncipal Grant, i academic aress slowly ad
vanced to the tower entrance. As the noble and
royal guests passed up the thight of stars, they were
greeted with thrlhing cheers.  They reached a plat.
form extemporized for the occasion, which was shaded
by a crovering of canvas, and upon which a dais was
erected. ‘The Professors, Alumni, Students and dis-
ungwished wvisitors came on, two by two, until every
inch of the reserved space was occupred,  There was
now only a sea of heads to be observed, which hid from
view the rising walls andthe surrounding grounds.

The temporary archway crossing the mamn entrance |

by wlich the procession had come, covered with
bunting and underhned with many trowels stuck into
the wood, was significant of the work of the mason
that was going on. Flags attached to long poles
floated m the arr.  The ceremony of confernng the
degree of 1Doctor of Laws was then conducted. It was
very solemn and impressive. ‘The Marquis, at its
close, delivered an address, whose expression and
thoughtfulness amply justitied the College authonties
in placirg his name upon their honoured roll of Doc-
tors. The company then descended to the doorway,
and the Rev. Dr, Jenkins, Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 1in Canada,
dedicated the building by appropriate prayer. ‘The
stone to be first lad was then raised, and having been
presented by Dr. Cook with a massive silver trowel,
the Marquis amused all who were near cnough to
witness the scene, by going at his task in workman-
like style. There was no fear of scratching the silver
with hun.  He laid the lime on as one skilled in the
art.  Having applied the plumb line, and with ringing
touches of the trowel at the four corners, the stone was
declared duly laid.  The band having played the
National Anthem, it was now the turn of the Princess
to whom Dr. Grant presented another silver trowel
with suitable inscription. She went at her work with
great sjant, the ladies exclaining * see her taking
another trowelful of lime.” It was not & mock cere-
mony with her Highness. The stone was at length
lowered, and having been tested and touched in
similar manner with the first, the Princess declared
it duly laid. The party having returned to the plat-
form, the Marquis delivered an address worthy ot
Lord Dufferin lumself, in which he spoke of the higher
learning, the necessity of the country keeping pace by
faer education and science with her material prosperity,
of the ability and character of Principal Grant, whom
he had known, in Scotland, and of the skill of the
architect. It was a racy, humourous speech, and

made a good imperession upon all who heard it, After

the benediction, the procession re-formed, and on the
wiy 10 the Callege pate the Usincess nnd the Marqguis
planted each a tree in commemoration of their visit.

In the afternoon the procecdings were terminated
with a lunch in the,Convocation Hall, at which Princi
pal Grant presided.  “There was present a large num.
ber of professors and presidents of colleges, of min
isters, lawyers, physicians and merchants. After lunch
toasts were proposed and responded to expressive of
the feelings of all present towards the throne, the dis
tinguished wisiiors, the prospects of the University
and the cause of learning. It was a day which will
long be remembered in Kingston, ‘The citizens might
well be prowd of their enterprise, and the College au
thorities might well take courage and go forward
Under such auspices, the future of Queen’s may easily
be predicted, and if that future exceed those expecta.
tions, which are raised within our hearts by sympathy
with a grand and valuable undertaking, and ndmiration
of those who have contnibuted g0 nobly to the cause
of the higher learning, we shall be only too glad to re
cord the fact i the columns of this journal,

OUERTURE IN REFERENCE T0 TIYE RIE
CONSTRUCTION QF SUPERIOR CHURCH
FUDICATORIES.

Mg. Epnt1oR, - You will very much oblige by in.
serting in your valuable paper the following Overture
to the General Assembly from the I'resbytery of Lon.
don, and also a few explanatory remarks in support of n,

Whereas, -Owing to the peculiar geographical form of the
Donunton of Canada, cspecially its great length, with which
the Presbyterian Chuech in it is neatly cu-eatemive, the an.
nual mectings of the Genesal Assembly, and of the four
Synods, vecasion much fatigue, expense and luss of time 1o
thetr tespective members;

IWAerens,~The necessaty expenses connected with th,
meetings of Assemlily and of Synads ate very great, not w.
cluding travelling capenses of members, not expenses in
cutred by fanulics that eacrcise hospitality to members, both
of which ate also very great;

12 Aerar, —\Wale the powers of Synods ate limited as a
present theee as so bittle wotk fur the Synads to do that they
can siarcely retain self-tespect, and much less command the
respect of the Church over which they ate placed, and the
Gencral Assembly that et at Halifax scfused o increase
their power;

1t 1s therefore humbly overtured to the venerable the Gen.
eral Assembly of the Preshytenan Chutch in Canada, ap.
pointed to meet 1 St Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, on the
sccand Wednesday in Junce, 1879, that, proceeding accord
mye to the constitution of the Charch, the following changes
10 s supetiog judieatones and then powers be eflected &

t. That the General Assembly, being constituted as a
jresent, and tetaimng all its present powers, except such as
arc delepated to Synuls, as herein provided for, shall meet
tncnmally instead of annually, as heretofore,

2. That the three Synodsan the Provinces of Ontatio and
tJucbee be abolished, and that one Synod be formed to be
calledd the Synod of Ontario and Quebec, which shall conus
of one-third of the ministers on the rolls of Preshyteries, with
an cqual number of representative elders, both to be elected
by Presbyteries as the members of the General Assembly ate
now elected 3 and that the Synol of the Mantime Provinces
tetain its present name and constitution—thus making these
two Synods numcrically equal,

3. That these Synods, 1n additton to the powers possesscil
at present hy Synads, shall have the entite management o
Home Misston work within their tcsl)cc!ivc bounds, and
shall alsu, according to regulations made from tune to time
by the Gereral Assembly, have the ovessight of the colleges
belongng to the Church within their respective bounds, ant
hase also the right lu tecaive ministers frum foreign churches
and to authorize Preshiyteries to take students on trial fie
licenses.

4. That the Presbytery of Manitoba shall continue as it iy,
a Preshytery with such synodical powets as it has hitherto
possessed.

§. That there shall be a Foreign Mission Board for the
whole Church, composed of thirty members, two-fifths of
whom shall be clected tnennially by the General Assembly,
and two-fifths shall be ap&\oinlctl annually by the Synod o
Ontano and Quelrec, and one.fifth by the Synod of the
Maritime I'rovinces, with power to anage th~ Forcign
Mission business of the Chuich, according to regulations 1
be made from time to time by the General Assembly.

6, “That thete shall be a committee appointed triennially
by the General Assembly to take such oversight of mission.
ary work in Manitoba and in the North-west Territory as 1
at present exercised by the Home aud Foreign Mission
Comunitice 1n said regions—it being understood that both
Synods shall be 1epresented in this committee, an:t that the
General Assembly shall detenmne the proportion of the ex.
rentes of said missions tohe bome by cach of the Synods.

7. That the statistical and financial statements of the
whole Church shall be published tuennially by x commitice
appointed by cvery successive Assembly for this purpose, o
being understood that the Synwds may publish their uwn
statistics and financial statements if they please.

8, T'hat committces for the management of the Widows'
andd Orphany’ Fund, and of the :\g:s and Infirm Ministers'
Fund shall be appointer] triennially by the General Assembly,

The design of thy Jverture is to diminish the eccle-
siastical machinery employed in the management of



