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A SERMON.
The Lells were 1ioging a welcome
To the Fathet's house of prayer,
Hut slow were the sieps of the peuple,
For all had a weight of care,
It preeted their eyes in the moring,
And stayed with them all the day,
So a shadow was on their faces,
And the Sablath shies were gray.

Few sung a song of thanksgiving,
Iew hearts were wholly st peace,
Some wanted the things which they had not,
Some longed for trials to cease ;
Many were discontented,
Or weary, or perplext
With the teanngs of the daily life,
When the minister read his text.

** Forget not al} His bepefits; "
Ar-«a little flush of shame,

As we heatd the ning of the well-knowan wards,
To some of our faces came §

But we had our lhoughts and our cares to mix
With the preacher’s words, until

They worked their way to vut restless hearts,
And bade aur Jdoubts be stitl.

For what ate the troubles to all the good
Whach the loving Father sends?

And who can reckun the blessiags up
Of home, and love, and friends ?

And which of us has not looked our fill
At the summer’s carth and skies ?

And who has prayed to the God of heaven,
And never had replies ?

Ah1 the years that are past grew strangely fair,
As we glanced at them again ;
And we saw how many God’s mercies are,
And how few our times of pain ;
He who gave lis beloved Son
Has given all clse that is best ;
And who can unthankful and gloomy be,
Who has entered through faith into rest ?

There were songs of praise for our lips and hearts
As we left the house of prayer,
And some of us left our restlessness
And heaviest burdens there ;
For we learned that the way to be truly plad,
In darkness or light the same,
Is not to forget God's benefits,
And ever to bless Ilis name.
—Marianne Farningham.

CHRISTIAN ETHICS MUST BECOME SUPREME.

The disclosure of the great rascalities of the day, starthing

in thetrr magmitude and in their unblushing impudence, com-
pel us to look for the cause or causes of the evil. Do they
spring from the patent fact that neither religion nor ethics
are taught 1n the public schools? We fear that this matter
of teaching duty and right 1s about obsolete'in the home.
But the Bible, the only book that sets forth the relations of
men to each other, and to their country, is not permitted to
be read in our common schools. The foundations ofall
morals rest upon the Commaudments, but these are never
mentioned there. It seems doubtful whether genuine honesty
has any place whatever in modern public teaching.  To-talk
akout it 1n society 1s somewhat dangerous.  Somebody will
be hurt, either in themselves or their kindred.  Ethics are as
much tabooed 1n public instruction as 1s religion.

But the country can. only be reclaimed to integnty through
home and school traiming.  Religious instruction 1a our pub-
hic schools must be made imperative if society is to be saved
from chromc disgrace, and 1ts foundations, political, social,
and commercial, are to pe preserved.  The Roman Catholic
Church s not altogether wrong 1n demanding that the Chns-
tian religion shall have a place in our public schools. The
trouble in the way of a concession to this demand is that
'religion in the vocabulary of that Church means Romanism.
The Bible, the chief authority on morals and ethics, is also
excluded by their influence , but the fact is none the less
apparent that if men and women are to be raised up for our
places of trust, they must have in them that substratum of

. integrity which the Christian religion, with its profound con-
victions and 'ts educationa! beliefs, imparts.  If honesty and
purity are to have a controlling place in the family relatioas,
they maust be put before the mind in youth.  The difference
between mcum and fuwm must be made painfully plaig, if
needs be, when the child’s hand is first stretched out to
wadicate the idea of the desirableness of ¢ .ssession.  If this
distiacuion is not made clear in childhood, ane may a2 a man
be reigious, and even a pronouaced member of iic Church,
but the want of proper distinction between right and wrong
will lead him into moral degradation. The trouble s so that
many persons seem to have more religion thdn morals.

The oulpit also comes in for its share of the responsibility.
Man and women . have. not. been .toli unpleasant truths,
oecause they would not: draw audiences, Hypocrisies have
not been duly uncovered: We bave had' plenty of mis-
chievous seosationalism. Enough anspeakable nastinéss has
been paraded to poison, by suggestion, all the youth of the
country. Crime full grown ', exhibited only. in debauches.
The nipping of crime in its conception must. be'tke aim of
the preacher's'work, not by dwelling on:its abominations—
we have had’ enough of that—but rather by strangling- it in
the first motions of its life, and giving it a hasty butial befote
the moral atmosphere is even tainted. We have had more
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than enough exposure of the daas of vice under protection of
the police.

Common decency is offended with such low sensationalism
in the pulpit. Society needs a regeneration through a féar
less pulpit waking up the callous conscience, and stactling
men by the fearful truth that what a man sows he shall also
reap.  God's truth should be so presented as to stir guilty
consciences with the disclosure of a judgment to come, while
alongsidé the terrors of the Lord should be laid the winsore-
ness of virtie for its own sake, the beauty of holiness, the
attractiveness of honesty and its sure rewards. The ethics
of the law of Sinai and its spiritual interpretations by Jesus
Christ are what our times and their exigencics require.

Honesty and moral cleanness are twins. This statement
can he verified through the ravelations of dishonesty mnade of
late years, showing how many have their roots in violation of
the Seventh Commandment,  How much hard eared gains
of honest men and women have gone to the support of courte-
zans | These are the fallen angels who soil the good name
of our country. We weed sermons pointed—incisive thrusts
that separate th joints and marrow, not passing by those in
the one hundred or one thousand dollar pews, for here the
demon of illicit relations often hidis,  The preacher must be
more faithful in unfolding the relaions of the sezes as inter
preted by Christ in His bold and divect Sermon on the Mount,
or the Church will be carried down by the déadly influence
of secret sins, while all confidence among: men will lie pros-
trate, all fiducial relations be destroyed, and saciety be
driven to anarchy.— Presbyterian (Philadelpkia).

WHY YOU SHOULD NuT LEAVE YOUR PURSE
AROUND.

The idea which I am going to urge is plagiarized bodily
from a sentence that I read last week; but it strikes me so
much that I want to enlarge upon it. The idea is, that at
some moments there come with force upon us temptations
which during ordinary circumstances do not come to us at all,
The servant gir! whom you ‘‘ know tobe henest,” and whom,
therefore, you remorselessly tempt with your purse and care-
less piles of small change, has times of pressing need ; the
worn out old mother at home may be sick, and the drug-store
bill too big already, or the little brother may be wildly
expectant of Christmas presents, or may lack just a few cents
of the money -for-his sorely needed pair of shoes; ar far
worse calls may oppress her. Two or three coins, which she
has every reason to hope would never be musscd, look very
attractive just then.

1 konew a college student who scemed thoroughly a gentla-
man and a Christian, a rich man’s son, who said to a friend,
that, in the straits which strange to say shut him in at one
time, across the ocean, mortified aod helpless, he “ was
tempted to steal | "—** [ actually threw myself on my knees
and prayed to be saved from doing it."”

Of course, there are other temptations which we may
heedlessly spring upon poor human nature at its weak
moment, but money is longed for to meet almost every
difficulty. I .heard of a young druggist’s saying lately .
“Yes, I knew that this store when I came to it had a bad
reputation for selling liquor ; but that is all different now ; 1
am trying to stop it as much as I can.” That struck me as a
silly way of putting it—why need he “try " tostop 1t? and
why “as muchas he could 2™ Either he sold drinks, or he
did not sell them, and that, it seemed to me, was the whole
ofit. ButI thought I would help his efforts, and went to
buy gum tragacanth —he * had none " —after great lookings,
went to buy ten cents worth of orris-root —he “ had only four
cents worth ; " —went to buy glycerine—* I would come next
week,” and so often. It was plain why he only tried not to
sell liquor, his business was starving, something that must
be in was always out, e.ery little while an acces. o temp-
tation overwhelmed him, a crushing need of money.

Keep your purse out of sight; do not let it sit around
waiting, like the spider in his web, to take advantage of the
bitter difficulties which must.come now and aga’n upon those
about you who are poorer than you. - argaret Mer:dith.

THE UNSUCCESSFUL.,

They are be.ide and around us, in every town, in every
Church, in, every. cirde of friends, We kaow them «waum-
ately. o5 slightly, as it may be; we Eave a dim «dea. of -theis
struggles, and a-vague conception of their heartaches, aad,
perhaps, if we have succeeded where they apparently have
failed, we have a-complacent feeling of superiority, .ot .an
anconscious -mental altitude of, patrontge whih Linges our
ntercourse with our iess fortunate neighbours and xinsmen. .

To,those who have attained, attainment appears casy,.and
they are always in danger of forgetting the. steps, by which
they climbed,the kind hands held: oul to assist,and.the
bappy combination .of circumstances which gave them,the
first impulse and aided their vpward progress. Co

Leaviog. wholly out-of sizdt the .kind of spunious suicess
.which s built upon adjsection:or wrong-doag, of mcaongess,
andwhich.is, thgrgfo,rc, aot ;success,. but real defeat, there.s
much to be said for the unsuccessful,

They ave often most Jgvable. Often the honest, steadfust
and aoble labour of theix lives shames and repru.ches these
who have never toiled .so strenuosiy, a1 endured so pateatly.
A gencerous act of. selt-sacrifice at the beginpiog of a man's
career has, been known to cnpple. him dunng the rest of his
life. A wman is handicapped sometimes by an inherited
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prudence, 8 too careful thrift, and he holds on wheg e
should let go ; or, on the other hand, a nomadic drop in ki
blood impels him to change, and to ncw adventures 35
enterprises, and he never stays long enough in oue place
be really successful.

Withal, he may be intellectually the gainer by his greaty
acquaintance with men and things, and may have bigg,
views and a wider outlook than he who has always tz.neay B
homa,

Not long ago I was an involuntary listener to the coavery,, |
tion of two men on a railway train.  They sat opposie g
but took the whole car into their confidence as they chaueI -

" Well,” said one, a prosperous looking person of middie §
age, “we have gotten rid of our minister at last. |y
resigned. Fact is, hehad to.  We made it s0 uncomlonaye 8
for him there was nothing else for him to do."

“\What was the trouble? " said the other,
church build up 2"

*In a way, yes! People were converted.  The membe.
ship didn't fall of.  But nobody came except poor peop,
We arc down town, and out sich families moved away, azg B

* Dhdnize

he couldn't bring any more of that kind 10,  He was ung.
cessful !
Uasuccessful ! Heaven and earth might be caiied 10 vy B

ness that the unknown pastor, for whom my bioa ooue §
with i=dignation, had been successful in the best and highes 8
seose. He had failed to impress some of bis congregauon,
among them this loud-voiced critic, but Jesus Hunseitnag
not impressed this style of man. If a church member, e
man was yet unconverted, :
Success, as we reckon it, may be a failure .o thedy

- when the books are balanced in the court of the great Kup,

cternal, immortal.  The infinite justice of the world to come
may not compute by our arithmetic. There are unsuccessiy
men and women who can afford to await heavens verdict -
M. E, Sangster,

T1HE ART OF REDPROOF.

Too many people, when they reprove others forther §
faults, do so in such a rough, unworkmanlike way, that ey §
are positively cruel, and leave their subjects in a far worse §
condition than they found them.  Such reprovers fancy thy
they are doing their duty in fine shape, and in aren
thorough manner, when they proceed, with cudgel in hand, 1
strike telling blows on the luckless head of some onewls J
Bas deviated from their own orthodo: way of believing 31 §
doing. They are great sticklers for frankness, and thisk
that they find a model of frankness in Nathan's reproofd
David, when e said ; *Thou art the man!" Bot theydont
stop to notice the beautiful and blessed ait which Nath |
used in npproaching the point of saying those frink wards 8
The prophet told a little parabnlic story to David, in wbid §
he displayed a splendid art, before he said, * Thou art the
man.” And let us not suppose that Nathan put a triphin §
mer emphasis upon that sentence when he utteredit s @
though he would knack pnor David flat on the ground byn
Yet inere are those who, when quoting that sentence, puta
grim vim in it, as tney would, had they been in Nathas
place, have felled David into insensibility. The serious diff
culty with such ones is, they do not understand the divie
art of reproof, It is said that the late Thomas Sherws,
formerly Master of Boston’s English High School, bada
very happy manner of administering reproof. ~ On a certiio
day, when one of his pupils had told a falsehond, he called
him to the nlatform and began a sphloquy on the beautyacd
nobility of trath. So impressively was it spnken thattbe
boy became very red in the face, and then burst intotears
No harsh word was spoken, and the boy was permittedto |
take his seat, but he was necer known to indu'ge in fale 3
hood again. * This is an apt example ot the art of reproof - §
Interior.

NEV:. R GIVE UP.

Never sit down and confess yourself beaten. 1t therear 8
difficulties 1n the way, struggle with them hike a man.  ix @
all your rescurces, put forth all your strength, and “nerts 8
say die.”  The case may seem hopeless, but there s geou §
ally a way out somewhere. Are you bound and fetteredbs §
hurtful habits? Do aut despair.  You can’t do aach o bely §
yourself, it 1s true, but there is One who never faisw
strenpthen the youny maa when he makes an houeot aieap |
to vvercume teinptation and master every evil passiwin. ' Ut )
brought me up, aiso out of a horrible pit, out of the way wa), |
and set my feet upod a rock, and established iy goinn” §
That 1s the expeticace of thousands of fellows wihe have 2§
their fect shpping, who have begun to-sink in the . 'ckeand
of sin, and'have -reached out a ‘hand to accept the loving
help of thestrong and geuatle' Chris.  While He lives and
loves, no man nesd ever give up.

" AN JMPORTANT SUBJECT.

The subject of heéalth.  Good ‘health depends upun g
focd.  1{is not what we eat that nourishes the Yndy ' §
whnt-we digest To study what wp eat and why weeatts £
important. It was- by eating the wrong tood that the curt
came upcn mankind at first.  Thousands are miserable wib

indigestion and dyspepsia from eaung the wrang kind of I

now.  Some ¢at the same kind of faad in hot weathe tha! 8
they doin ¢ol’ weathes, and conseqaently they suffer an? s
cast out of the paradise of health. It is always sife toed
Desiccated: Wheat, but be. sure .you get ‘the proper agtldt
with the name and trade mark of the.Ireland Nationals ¥ g
Co. (Ltd.) on,the package. .




