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Cboice Ltterature.
JOB AND HIS TEACJIERS.

A GLASGOW STORY.

BY REV. DUNCAN MORRIStON, D. D, OWEN SOUND.

CHAPTER xix.-Continued.t

Wasted witb weariness and sickness La tht iast degret, shev
ionged t depart and be with Christ which is far better ; and 1
feeling that ber hour had came she spoke many kind words ta
ber foster father, David Brown, knowing bis sceptical Lurn afi
mimd, words that he could neyer forget, tbougb with delicacy
sh&- offcred bim fia counsels but anly spoke ai ber own happi.t
ness ; and in ber last interview she sang witb touching effect :
I have a Father in the promised land." And Phil-she
must sec Phil once more-and ta hlm she spoke like a mother
and an him spent ber last breath : IlMid, Phil, Christ is your
Friend,-your Redeemer!1 Ht bas bought you-paid a great
prict for you and you are ail His by right, and yau arc ta
glariiy God in your body and in your spirit which arc His.1
Vaur father will leave yau and 1 will leave yau, but Ht will
neyer leave yau and neyer forsake you. Ht will always be
near, when you lie dawn at night, when you risc in tht early
morn, or when you wake Up in tht darkness, t-e is at band,
laoking on. Neyer be ashamed ai Him, Phil, stand up for2
Jesus ! Wherever you go by land or sea, be a witness for Him,1
a witncss tili your dying day. Oh Phil, dear Phil, Ht will1
neyer be ashamed ai you but wili delight in yau and at length
will coniess your name before His Father and tht baly 1
angels."1

Poor Phil was greatly moved by such a charge. His hearti
was like ta break, for rich were the hours in blessing which she
had spent with him, and ber tcachings and ber talks with him,
Sa full ai tendcrness and grace-ycs and so sprightly withal-
how could he ever forget thtm ?t

"lNeyer did I féed sa sot a band an my hcad, neyer did I
bear s0 sweet a vaice in my car!1 And there was sucb a
iight in ber eye ! She sureiy saw something I could
flot ste. She was flot like common folks and tht other
fine ladies I'vt seen. You would forget when beside her that
she was sick at ahl, there was sncb sprightliness and happintss 1
in ail ber movements."

This is tht way Phil spake ai ber in afLer years. She had
reachcd that Voung boy's heýart and he had opencd up under
tht sunsbinc ai ber presence like a flower in tht desert. Her
te'acbings, ber parables and pictures and illustrations of un-
seen things had made tht great saving truths ai tht Gospel
plain ta bis dark mmnd, and Her life under tht divine Spirit
had vitalized them Sa that they becamne like a fire in bis bancs.
Very pleasant had the bours been he had spent with ber and
tht mcmory ai tbemn was pleasant. Little wandcr that he re-
membered Mabel Brown-that he tarly'took Cbristian ground
and cast in bis lot witb tht people ai God. Where is Phil
now? In darkcst Africa, a missianary Proclaiming tht un.
seýrchable riches ai Christ. Her dat w\ a wonderiul
scène. No ont wha had tht prîvîlege bei n'g present can
ever farget it, or could fail ta bave --- eZicd a blessing. H er
faster parents, wha had rejoiced in ber light for a seasan, were
especially blcsscd. Knowing tht scepticail urn ai Mr. Brown's
mind and how mucb be pridcd himseii in mere morality-
cold and bcautiiul as a crystal, she, looking ta him wîth loving
concerfi, but without saying anything, sang

Nat in mine innocence I trust,
I bow batore Thet in tht dusL,
And through my Saviour's blood alone
I look for mercy at the throne.

In this way she spoke and sang tili ber voice failed. Then she
lay in silence for a few minutes-ber large brown cyes laaking
upward as if she saw tht King in bis beauty and ber face
shone with supernatural iight as if a beani ai glory bad falltn
irom the Upper Sanctuary. "lOh tht glry 1" she at last cx-
ciaimed.

Silence again for about en minutes. Then a gasp and al
was over !

It was my privilege ta be present in tht saiemn hour ai ber
departurc-baur neyer ta be forgatten. Tht snow was failing
fast at thetime but tht snaw was nat whiter than tht check ai
that dying girl. Swcetness and majcsty ai saul and faith in
God had given ber a matchlcss bcauty, and the scuiptar that
could have caught tht outlines ai those features and irozen
thern inta stone would have made himself immortal. Mabel
was lovely in the bour ai death-ovely beyond that ai nature,
and let iL npt be thought a tbing incredible that she was-that
ber dcath was a cuthanasia-that a "ilight such as neyer felI
on tht land or on tht sea"1 came into ber cyt in that glaons,
elate bour-that a glimpse ai the giorv ta be rctrcaltd should
be vauchsafed ta ber in ber passage ta the eternal wonld, for
tht Spirit must bave a great work ta do in tht last hour-a
great work even in the best ai us, remaving tht iast traces ai
sin, scattering prejudices, remaving errars, lifting the affec-
tions like marning fianwers.

ordinary imes we cannot sec. SUcb was tht case with Daniel
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on the banks af the Chebar ; with Stephen in the'hour of his
martyrdom,,and many others. ' Oh that the eyes of the young
man were opened !"1 was the prayer of the prophet concern-
ing bis servant who was trembling for bis own safety and the
safety of his master. Suddenly the whole mougtin was filled
with harses and chariots of fire. Then it was that the youth
cried aut witb ecstasy : " Those that be for us are more than
those that be against us."

I..et it not, then, be thought a thing incredible that in the
last act, when the soul is on the boundaries af two worlds,
there should be seen and beard things of which we would
gladly bear more. Only let the 5sfl5C ai sight be increased a
few degrees and wbat visions would burst upan aur aswonished
view ! or the sense of hearing intensified and what harmonies
from apparently dead nature would break upon the car!1 And
when the soul is purified from *all the remains of sin, when the
divine Spirit bas finished His work in iLs golden fulness,
cleansed the soul fromn every trace of sin and quickened the in-
telligence with sacred trutb, what may we noL expect ? In
Thy light, shail we see light.

CHAPTER XX.

BOB TREATED mO A SUPPER AND WINE ON THE EXPIRY OF
HIS APPRENTICESHIP. HIS CONDUCT AS A TOUAI. AB-
STAINER. HE BREAKS DOWN IN HIS SPEECH.

On the expiry of his seven years' apprenticeship, Bob,
according to the custom ai the times, was treated to a supper
which bath masters and men favoured, and Bob knowing that
be was ta be the guest ai the evening and to be addresse t in
complimentary terms bath by the one and the other ai the
parties made great preparatians for a camely reply. It was
bis first effort in the way of speechmaking and s0 bis anxicty
ini the way ai preparation was intense. Bath in tstcrs and
men were present in full force, and nat only sa, but their wives
and sisters and other friends.

Bob, ai course, bad bis friends alsa, among whom were
the Chubbs, the Browns and Miss Carruthers, but the idea ai
having ta face sucb an assembly met ta do him honour was
flot lully realized by him tili the grand hour came. His ideal
ai the performance due on bis part was very high and he did
bis best to corne up ta it. He had reduced bis speech ta
writing and conned and conned it tili hie thought be had it
fairly mastered. Then he waald sec roam for making
changes, deleting one word and interjecting another, altering
this and that word and recanstructing whole paragraphs, till,
as iL appeared ta him, the speech was perfect. Moreover he
bad mcmorized iL 50 that he was ready at a mament's notice
ta crack it off like a pistai.

It was with sucb feelings that Bob set out on this grand
night ta face the assembly af bis friends that were ta meet ta
do him honaur. But iL is anc thing ta be confident as ta ane's
powers when alone and quite a different thing when such
powers are ta be put ta the test as bis were tbat night. This
Bob felt as soon as he entered the hall. His confidence fell
and he wisbed himseli a thousand miles away.

The supper was a very fine affair, and this Bob expccted,
but whcn the tables wrerc drawn and the speeches began he
icît himself shrinking inta nothingncss. He icît that bis
speech was altogether Laa pompous and flowery for the occas-
ion, still he was resalvcd ta go through with it the best way he
cauld. He was grcatlymoved by the kind wordsof bath masters
and men, but he was thundcrstruck ta sec that those speeches
were ta be iallowed with a presentation-Chambers' Encyclo-
pedia in nine large volumes, a work in much repute in those
days.

Poor Bob, so unused ta such splendour and such compli.
mentary address, was entirely avercame and when bis Lime
came for a reply he was speechlcss. His blank look and cm-
barrasscd manner Loa plainly revealed the burden that was
upon bis heart and that bis feelings were toa strong for utter-
ance. He tricd in a law tane ta bcgin-apened bis mouth but
the word stuck in bis throat. Then came the painful silence
as if everyone was dumb, lasting for a minute or twa, when
evcry friendly heart was touched with svmpathy, but helpless
in the way ai lending him aid. Finally Bob sat dawn with-
out uttering a word and buried bis face, crimsaned ta the cars,
in bis hands, shedding many tears.

The occasion was anc ai grcat embarrassmcnt ta Bob and
anc tbat he could neyer think of aftcrwards witbaut ematian
and as for the speech itself on which hie had spent so much
Lime and conncd with sa much care, it was laid aside
amongst bis archives as a matter ai curiasity.

Bob sat down in bis chair entircly overcome with the kind.
ness ai bis fricnds, but on the other hand, thcy taking in the
situation, poured forth their sympathy and gond wishes for Pis
future aIl the mare tcnderly. Then came on the music and
mirth and sang ta the great relief ai Bobh and the gcreat esn-

in yaur mind a very high ideal as ta haw such a thing should
be donc-an ideal that can be harely reached when every-
thing is favaurable, and s0 when anything outre takes place
you geL dashed and break down. IL is casier ta carry a cup
ai wine hall filled without spilling than anc brimming full."

Bob: Yes I sec what yau mean. I was aiming toa
high.et

Brown ~ Exactly. Tbat's tht mistake that a grpat many
make in such things. Now would it flot be better hereaiter ta
lowcr yaur standard ? Execution witb case and grace an a
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lawer level is a finer thing than a sbaky, nervaus perforO0 "
ance on a very higb plain." j

Bob : 11I sec that plainly now. Had I contented mysel<
with a few sitnple sentences and cxpresscd tbcm quietly anid
modestly as it became me, and not warricd myscîf with SO
elaborate addrcss that took away my slccp and my appetitet
how much better the éesults !"

Brown : IlYou sec this, that in respect ta a vcrv higb
ideal you can barely rcach iL under any circumstances witbOtt
straining, and straining is neyer a graceful thing. But in r0*
speet ta a comparativcly low ideal, you can reach iL witb cas0

and, iL may be, surpass iL, and the effect is deligbtful.
But that was not the anly trouble inta which Bob fell thst

nigbt. For the purpose ai drinking Bob's healtb, winc WOJ
braught in during tht night-the understanding being that
anc glass and anc anly was ta be uscd. Waitcrs passcd ta
and fro bearing wine and cake La cvery guest ; and thougb the
total abstinence principle was common in tht neighbaurbaOd
and bas been for fifty years, masters and men partook ai the
beverage that night, and even the ladies with the view Oi
daing honour ta the guest ai the cvening.

In aur ime a yauth declining ta take wiac at an assemblY
ai this kind wauld flot be deemed remarkable, but in thase
days, wbcn almost everyone La same extent indulLyed, sucb a
spectacle wauld certainly be deemed strange, espccially seeing
tht winc had been introduced for the purpose ai doing him
hanour. What did the Alexanders, bis former masters, at
whase expense tht winie had been called, think when tbey saw
their favourite apprentice giving the sign ta the waitcr ta pass
on ? What did bis companions tbink that be met with everY
day in tht office ? Wbat did the ladies think wha had so tec*
derly sympathizcd with him an hour befare when he broke
dawn in bis speech and took bis seat at tht table wherc Chan"r
bers' Encyclopedia in nine splendid volumes still lay ?

It was known by same, at least, that Bob was a teetatallef.
and aIl eves wcre turncd ta bim ta sec how he would act upOO
tht occasion. Thcre were those that predictcd failure 00
Bab's part-that when the tempting glass was placed beifoC
hlmn and bis beart was warm witb gratitude ta bis friends,
ready ta respond La their wishes, bis pledgc like an unteriW
pered sword in the band ai tht assailant wauld break ta piecel
at tht very ime it was mast needed. But Bob was fortified
for that hour or any other hour. Ht came off a canqueraf
and more than a canquerar.

IL was indecd a rying ardeal through wbich he had La pasS'
and, coming so close upon that which we have just described,
it is a wondcr that be was not carried away with tht wave--
that be could stand the pressure that was brought ta beat
upon him ; and had he yielded-had he tasted just ta showl
that he was nat insensible La tht honour ai having bis bealth
drunk in wine, be would flot have been withaut friends that
would bave dcfended bis action and maintained that he was
justified in the circumstances.

Did Bob hcsiLatc as ta bis duty that night ? Was there
any debating gaing an in bis mind as La whether an this Oc-
casion be mig-ht not yield or coniorm ta tht prevailing custofln?
No, fia! The man or the woman that gives way ta hesita'
ion and doubt and debate in the baur ai temptatian îs we8

and will not be able ta stand tht strain ai a great pressure.
Tht pure man, tht truc man, fortifies himself bcforehand. t
mind is made up, bis purpose fixed, bis path is plain, and 90
when thetesting ime cames there will be fia room left for
doubt or debate or hesitation. This was the case ai Daniel iO
Babylon in reference ta the daily portion ai tht king's inca
and tht wine which he drank sent ta bim and certain atha
captives. Wben temptcd ta partake and -canform ta tht pre'
vailing custom he could not forget tht lessans ai bis child'
hood-the lessons be bad learned in Leviticus about things
clean and unclean ; and sa wben tht temptatian came-whcO
campanians aIl around wcre yielding-he icît that there «35
but anc course for him Lo pursue and that was ta keep bis COU'
science vaid ai affence toward God and taward man. ThiO
was Daniel's case and this was Bob's case Loa %, and that night
in retiring La bis quiet room he fcît comfartcd in thetho~ught
that he had been truc ta God-tbat Lbougti he had blundC'W
in tht maLter ai bis speech he had flot blundered in tht mat'
ter ai bis pledge, and he gave thanks ta Him that he bad beO
enabled ta be a witness for Him in the trying ordeal throtUgb
whichbhe had ta pass.

This samne thing did not escape David Brown who in the
interview reierrcd ta above-an interview which toak plsr-
tht fallowing day-said :

IlWeli, Bob, there was anc tbing which pleastd me great'l'
lasL nigbt and that was your conduct in tht maLter ai total
abstinence."

Bob : ';I am glad that I have your approval."
Brown: Oh yes, I was delightcd that yau had the cOt2f*

age ta, act as you did act, quietly waving away the temptatOi
It must have been a great trial. I trembied for you last nigbt*

Bob : " IL was a trial. I Lhink I must have been divitill
sustained. I dan't know what tht Alcxandcrs will say. IL Wa8
50 kind and generaus ai thcm ta provide wine ta drink 01Y
bealtb But I trust l'Il neyer forget tht words ai tht Ma5te't
'Whosoever is ashamed ai Me or My words, ai him shah thO

sipated inta steam. Tht Prince ai this world, Ht saith ,
etb but he findetb nothing in Me. There was no door 0"~
trance, fia feeling or faculty that he could use in arder LOb
late tht Haly ai holies. How different was the case W
Adam around whose cars the temptations lingered and
brought death inta aur world and al aur woe."

(TC be cotinued)


