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divine nature , " andi Calvin sa>'s -"As Clîrist's limait
nature pairtook ai tht divine, sa believets arm te bc-
raeii part.îkrrs oi thc D>î1, nt Nitture." flic>' are
pattkIers ai a commnun çpiritual nature a spiritual
nature derivc-d traîin a vital uninn witlî Christ. Ail
U.iristiaii unit>', as already> reînarkted, pre-supposes
titis vital union wiah Christ. il is conditioneti by il

I i rellettuoî of tht unioii, wli stîbsisis betweein
the Fater anti tht bon, Il centres in Christ anti
the l'atlicr, andi is constitutei b>' the intiwclling ai the
Hl> Spirit.

Trîîerc -ire mny types andi phases ai Christian lie;
but there art no contradictions. There arc man>'
Christian denominations in the ivorîi, exhibiting a
great tarict> ai diese types andi phases, ant i plasit-
ing particular tioLtnr.es rclating ta tht interpretation
af Sîripture anti Churcih Iloliîy--docîrines ai great
importance, iviicli no %vise inan woulti sacrifice ta
blini mcal for outwarti uniforinit>'; but tiotwitlieat.i-
itng titis varity> ai doctrinal betief, the coniiînon Chîris-
tian consciousncess lias looketi beyond tliese diffor-
onces, andi rer-ognireti brcthrcn in every communion
tif the Clîîîrcb Catlîolic. Lh.ristians, in communions
the muost %witely separaîcti, have aiîcntiincs fount i n
eaci altier, a closer union of spirit than in thcir own
ecclcsiastical connection. Tîteir experience lias been
ai the saine type;, anti Gotis dcalings witli themi have
beei ai the sanie chiaracter.

Ail Cliristians have proof af titis «t.tement. How
mnny rondi with tieliglit bone of the tvriters of tht
Romnan Catholic Chiurch. Takec Thomas .1 Kempis'
(lie wrote. lîawcvcr; before the Rciormiation) «'Imiita-
tion ci Christ," recommended, tu tht p>rotestant publie,
by an introduction frain the late Dr. Clialmers. Take
the writings of Pascal, tht semnions ai Bourdaloue
and Massillon, anti ha»' much do ive finti in thent.
answcring ta the commion Christian experience t We
feci thai there is a doçser spirituâl union between Pas-
cal andi us. than tliere ivas beiween hiî anti the jesuits,
tbaugh the>' bath belongeti ta tht P>apal Church.
Take Bernardi ai tht samie Church, wba wrote the
beautiful evangelical bymn, beginnîng :

Jesus, the ver>' thought ai Thec
With gladness fuIs in>' Ireast;

But dearer fair Thy> fact ta se
AntI in Thy prescace lest."

Tlake Francoîs Xavier, the Jesuil missionary-1 pur-
pasely mention those who are iarthest froni us eccles-
îasticalî>'-takc, I sa>', Francoîs Xavier, tht author ai
the hymn, comîencing .

" Thou, O my jesus, Thou didst me
Upon the Cross embrace I
For medidI'st bcar the nailsand spear,
And manifoldl disgracc."'

l'he sentiments af these hynins arc strîcîl>' evan-
gelical, ant ind a response in every Christian heant.
it matîc'rs not what tht ecclesiastical connectmon ai
tht inan wvho utters then nia>' bc, ive fée that he ms a
brother.

But observe, this feeling ai broîherhooti arises
irait the iact tîtat %ye believe in, lave, anti worship a
cammon Saviaur.

Let us go mbt a Ilnitarian Clîurch, andti e ina>' lîtar
much that will pîcase, niuch that is true. W'e may
liear gooti moral teachîng-viewed froin a merely
ethical standpoint-znuch thiat w.11 exaît anti nefine
te taste ; but we Jeave wîith the feeling that aur

spiritual nature has nol been edifleti, thiat aur spirtual
%vants have nat been stipplieti. The moral teaching ta
which WC have listeneti has no sanction. It dots not
satisfy the lhunger ai the sou].

Let us enter a Roman Cathalic, or a Ritualistic
Churcli, and i c will hecar mnuclu that isoflensive, much
that ive consider idolatrous. But whcn tht>' recile
the Creeti, and unite In Llîanting rite grand words ai
the Te Deuln :

IlThou art the King ai Glory,.O0 Christ. Thou art
tht everlasting Son af the Faîlier WVhen Thou look-
est upon Thce ta deliver man, Thou didst nat abhor
the Virgin's womb. WVhon Thoui hadtis overcame tht
sharpncss ai death, Thiou didst open the Kingdam af
heaven ta ai believprs." 1 -a.'Y, wlhcn tiiey rocihe the
Creeti, anti utter these words oif adoration anti praise
ta a camion Saviour, we ('ccl that tht>' arc broîhers,
anti though tht>' excommunicate us ecclesiastically,
nian>' ai theni will acknowlcdge the saite îhing. A
Roman Catholic priest, in Savoy, saiti ta mie, aier a
religiaus conversationi, reptating ilt hree lies:%I "Ve
are brotiiers, ive are brotiiers, wce are broîliers." Tht
Christian consciousness cannot be bounti b>' the de.
croc:; ofcounicils anti af Papes.

1 have purpodely, as aireai> rcmarked, atiduceà
illustrativ'e exnplcs front those iarthcst remaved tai an
us botl doctrinallynnd cc!esiasticaiily. tf we indCChris.
dian unit>' among them, lîow mucli more among those
neariy alietu us in doctrine andi Chiurch polit%%

As an atiditional proof tuain this unity is spiritual, 1
will statc that there arc many, in the saine ecclesias'
tien] communion, amang whoin i e is îîo unit>'.
Thorm is an ttler lack af iseh sanie religiaus expert-
once, What unit>' coulti there bc betwcen rcal Chris
dans af thc Presbytcrian Church andi the friends andi
conmpanions of the infidel Hume, nmong the Scattisli
Presbyterian clergy of last century? i None. The
separatian wvas greater than thnt bcîwecn truly Chris-
liant Preshyterians ani tht jcsuit Xavier.

This unit>' must nianiiestitlscli in sanie outvard
fan, that the world mav perccive il andi be impresseti
by it. Our Saviaur prayeti that His people ma>' bc
one, that the worid ia>' belicvc that the Fathcr sent
Hi:». (John xvii. 21.)

D' might bc shown thz%; the C'ýurch has manifesteti
an outîward unity, in ils tcstimony for Christ, from tht
carliest dites clown ta the prescrit. Amid scclaran
sîriies, Christian unit>' has never ben last.

The worlti looks nt the surface of îhings. It takes
çognizance ai tht divisons andi disputes in tht. Chris-
tinn Church, andi exclaimts, IlWhaî a quarrelsome set
these Christians are'1" Il looks at their différences,
mercI>', not at their points af unicii-love, faitli anti
commun ims. Il would think Christians very unjust
if, in view of the stnifes ai political parties, theyshould
clenounce ail these parties as dcstitutc of lave ai caun-
try ; andi it woulti think rightly, for these parties are
the outcome ai lave ai coun:.ry. Tht>' differ as t0
means ; but tht>' passess thc unit>' ai patriotism.
Let the foc invad6 their country, anti their sîrifes
cease ; the sword ai the ont is as gooti as the sward
of the cther. Tht love if country unites thcmn int
one compact, determineti bandi.

The Evanglical Alliance is an outvard manifesta-
tion ai Christian unit>'. At ils meeting in Copen-
hagen, about thrc months ago, no ont prescrit coulti
fail ta sec the unit>' ai Christians manifesteti in visible
outward forîn. Thome were presenit Lutherans, Rt-
forinet, Episcopalians, Mlethodists, Ilaptists, Presby-
terians, anti others ; anti yet tht>' were flot known as
such. Tht>' were ail brethren-ai Chnistians--%whîie,
at tht saite lime, îhey were flot lcss Lutheran, Rt-
iormed, Episcopalian, blcthodist, I3aptist andi Presby-
terian. There were dail>' prayer meetings, in which
men of ail these denominations took part. They ail
atidresseti Goti as their Father, Christ as their Rt-
deemer, anti tht Hal>' Spirit as Itîr Sanctifier. Tht>'
ail prayeti for the samne things. In their sangs ai
praise tht>' sang difféet wartis ta the saine music.

To promnole the unit>' for which tht Saviaur prayeti
is the dut>' ai every Christian. To do this, it is flot
necessary ta break dovn denominational barriers, anti
include ail Christians in ant ecclesiastical, communion.
That is an Utapian scheme, ativocatd anl>' b>' itle
dreamers. Coult i be carricti mbo effcct il woulti
tend ta inultipl>' dissensions, insteati af pramoîîng
Christian unit>'. This înight bt illustrateti b>' refer-
ence ta ils working, an a narrawv scale in sorte State
Churches.

Tht best wvay ta promnole Christian unit>' is by each
denomination labouring ta promate the Gospel accord-
ing ta its own metha-tis.

If an>' Christian denomination has a reason for ils
existence, il is not loyal ta thet ruîh ta ignare that
reason. Fideiity ta Ggd requires il. ta maintain the
distinctive princîples which separate àt from others.
No separate communion holà,sthe systemnof Scripturc
truth in ils c'omplceness. Ont gives prominence to
one doctrine, anti another ta another doctrine. The
Calvinist emphasizda the savereignty anti eternal pur-
pose of Goad; tht Arininian, man's free agcncy - the
Rituaiist, tht Churchi anti sacramenîs. In their zeal,
tht CauI'insts nia>' go ta tht verge af fatalism, ; the
Arminian ma>' nearly fali into the errar af man's ta-
lire indepentience ;'the Ritualist, into that of subsît-r
tuting the Churclh anti tht sacraments in tht place of
Christ anti tht work ai the Hol>' Spirit. As huni
nature is, in ils imperfectl>' sanctifeti state, thene is
alwa>'s a danger af extrenies, and abnormal deveiop-
menîs. Ta prevent this is impossible, IltilI ive ail
come in the unity cf tht faiîh, anti tht knowledge ai
tht Son oi Gati, unta a perfect man, unta tht measure
af the stature af the fulness of Christ."j

Divisions, therefore, wvhiie they conîribute ta ex-
trenie views anti abnormnal devclopmnents ai trulh, are,

at the saine lim, favaurablc ta the preservatinn 1-f
tht unit>' of tht iîh. WCe finti tht trulli iii its totttlity
not in any one denomînation, but in t wbolt body
ai the Chuirchi Catholic. I blceve in tht Hl>
Catltalic Cliurclî.I' WVith tht late Dr. Duncan, liro.
fessor ita the Fret Cîturcli Coilege, Etiinburglî, i tai.
sa>': I arn first, Christian;- second, Cathalic , tliti%.
PresbyteriaîîY. Thlat is lte truc order.
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The Rev. H. A. Robertson, iniussiinary froîi
Eroinanga, loft Nova Scotia witb bis fimily in tut
anti ai Decetither ta retura ta bis distant fieldi of
labour, via San Francisco. WVhiiit spending a few da's
hart MIrs. Robertson ivas taken seriously ill wviti iii
flamnidon ai tht lungs, and for blînet wceks wns con
fineti ta bcd. Tht whole famil>' have now loft for tht'
%vtst, purposing ta take the steamer sailing for Sait
Francisco an the t4th inst., for Sydiney', New South,
WVales, Tht>' wert most anxious to be In lime for
this steamer so as ta connect with lte l'Dayspring
wbich sals firom Sydiney an mst April for the Ncw;
Hebnides ; otherwise tht>' wouit be near>' six îonths
laer in reacbing Enomanga. Fnom thin homne in
Nova Scatia te Eromanga, by the route he>s take, ms
a distance ai about i2,omiles. Mn. Robertson is
the flrst missionar>' wbo bas laboureti in bloati-stainei
Eromanga, io has been privilegeti tu return honte
on iurlough. Tht others e:ther dicti ivhile there or
werc murdtred! 'y tht natives. Mr. Robertsan laa
thîriiling star>' ta tell, tht star>' of the tnumphs of the
Gospel on that isianti wherc Williamns anti Harris andi
tht broîliers Gardon sealetihcir test' mony with their
biood anti whtre two >'ears mgo 192 o! the natives .at
dow-n at tht table ai tht Lord, cloîbeti and! in thei,
right mind, including several mombers ai the families
ai those whosc hantis were staineti with tht blooti of
the martyreti missionarits. Tht vîsît ta Canada cf
'Mr. Robertson, bas dont much gooti in tirawing out
tht synmpathies ai aur ople anti in deepening tlieur
inîerest in tht wark in tht New Hebrities. During
bis visît he lias atidresseti sanie 295 meetings andi hal
receiveti upwards Ofi$7,00o on behali ai the %vork (ai
whichlabout $1,300 vert froi Montreai) including
$t ' 00 for teacher, anti $i,5oo for tht new mission
steamer. On Tliurstia> hast hu was inviteti ta take
ton with tht students ofithe Presbyterian Coll*gehere
when hi was handeti tht suni ai $5o, cantributeti by
the stuticnrs theiselves ta support two teachers, one
in Eromanga anti ont in Efate. Mn. Robertson
carnes îvith liii the best wishcs and! carnest prayers
ai the whole chttrch for the weliare ai himself and
('ai' 4l anti for tht success ofîbhe Lord's wark on is
islanti. Ht is*assureil> a missionar>' of whom any
cburch nia>' well feel prouti.

The visit ta ibis city ai tht Rev. J. Fraser Campbell,
missionar' front ladin, is alreai> bearing fruit. TIie.
Rev. A. B. Mackay, of Crescent Street (.hurch, bas
appealet a bis cangrcgation ta support a rnîssianary
ta India, in addition ta thein negular missionar>' con-
tributions. For this purpose a special collection is
taken at each WVcdncstiay evtning service with, îbrms
far,goodhopesoisuccess. Tht Rov.J. I3arcla>', M.A., 1
ai St Paui's Churcb, bas alsa appealeti ta bis congne-
galion for $i,Soo .adtiitional per annuns, towards tbe
maintenance oi a missionar>' in Indi, anti already z
large portion ai tht amaunt bas been promniseti.

On Monda>' last the Rev. R. H. WVardcn niodcrated
in a caillan Enskine Churcb in favour ai tht Rev L
H-. Jordan, ai Halifax, N. S., tht stipenti promiseti
bcing $3,Sao per anitun ; anti a fro re nait meeting
ai the Presbytery is caillet fortht 12th Februa.-! ta
talte action in regard ta tht call.

A iew wceks ago the St. joseph Street cangregation
here calleti Mr. Jardan but he bas since intiniateti hib
purpose ta decline tht caîl. His 0wn congregation
bave recentl>' increaseti bis stîpenti b>' $400 per Rnnun i
anti are evîrlentl>' determîneti nul, ta lose bis services, l
if tht>' can possib>' retaîn them. Il is stateti that the
congregation ai St. Andrcw's.Church, Kingston, nicet
an \Vcdnestiay first with a view ta caîl M1r. Jordan
also.

At a rcent meeting ai tht Maontreal Presbytery,
which wvas largely attentiet, the remit on niriage
wvîth a dectaseti wiies sister, %vas consitiereti anti the
Presbytery, alîost unanimous>' re-solvcd, lo npprovc
thtc jutigment at wvhich tht committee oi Assenib> hiati
arniveti anti the action which tht>' :ecomnmenticd.


