102

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

[Fxsruary 13th, 1854,

~§usTon anp Hmorns,

THE PASTORAL GIMLET.

Tha following, supposed to be from the pen of Dr.
]+ H. Vinceat, will be rcad with a curious interest not
without profit :

Oace a city pastor was absent from home for a week.
During his absence the son of a member who lived
several miles out of town died. Heo did not hear
of the young mao’s death until he returaed, Then
he was taken sick, and ‘t was ten or twelve days be.
fore he could safely drive out and visit his afflicted
parishioner. Tho first words which greeted his ears
were (—

#Well, I thought you had forgoiten us.”

And then the good woman sat complaceatly down
ta bs consoled,

That Is what I mean by the pastoral gimlet ; and it
is astonishing how proficient certain church members
become in its use. The delicacy !n insinuatiog, the
deftness and grace in twistings, can only have been
acquired by assiduous practice. They know where it
will go in most easily ; just how many turnsto give it
before it gets down to the quick.

Therearevarious scientific twists to thegimlet known
to adepts and to victims.

There is the sarcastic twist, Hostess enters the
parlour and greets the pastor thus :—

% Good morning, Dr. A—— ; really the sight of you
is refreshing, Have you found out at last where we
live2 "

There is the business twist :

“Do youknow that you haven't been inside our house
for six months? "

Pastors, as well as mathematicians, are painfully
aware that figures can't lie ; so that this twist is a
peculiarly effective one, usually transfixing the victim,
and reducing him at once to a condition of helpless.
ness.

Then there is_the reproachful twist, also very effec-
tive ; tremendously so, if the twister can manage to
start a * silent tear.”

“Really, we began to doubt whether we had any
pastor.” :

And once in a while we were treated to the spite-
ful twist, in administering which the operator, or
more commonly the operatrix, is at no pains to con-
ceal her fell intent, but drives the unoiled gimlet in
with a steady hand, or, in other words, gives the
parson quite a shaip “sitting down ** on his shortcom-
ings.

gI‘lu: men who wince uader this instrument are the
conscientious pastors who are forever haunted by the
vague sense of work 1n arrears, and constantly torment-
ed with sell-reproach because they co not bring 1t ap.
The gimlet is a terrible thing to such an one.. He
knows the gimlet-houses, as well as the doctor knows
where the small-pox is., He braces himself to visit
them once or twice a year. He says jocosely to a
friend at the gate ;—

# I know there is a rud in pickle for me here.”

He sits down to his work very much as if he were
going to have a tooth fillsd, meets the twists of the
gimlet without betraying his inward writhings, kneels
down and prays with the gimlet-twisters, and rises to
his feet to meet a parting thrust, as thus :—

“ Now that you've found the way here, I hope that
we shall sce you often.”

And as be goes down the steps he looks iato his
bool, and seeing that the next placeon his list is also
a gimlet-house, be says to himself .—

¢ Not tc-day ; ons a day is all I can stand.”

You cheerful, sunny, sympathetic souls, God bless
you, who perhaps excite the jealousy of your neigh-
bours because the minister *“ drops in ” at your house
so much oftener than' theirs, does it never occur to
you that he comes almast as mach for bls own sake
as for youis, beczuse he knows you always have oil
and wine In your casks for the wounds of the gimlet i

Now, ye g.nlet iaisters, ye pastor pesforators, lift
ap ont vuice arnd answer.;What do you want a pas-
toa visit for? Do you want o talk with your pastoz
about your temptaions and trials? Do you want
tastruction on some qaestion of Christian experience?
Do you want 1o discass some scheme of Christian en-

terprise? Not you! No lawyer is more adrolt in
turning the conversation the moment it takes any such
direction. Let the pastor take up the gimlet in his
turn, and probe your heasnt, and lay bare your poor,

starved, stunted religlous life; let him then tax you
rigorously with your absence from prayer-mestings or
Sabbath worship, and you will not comphin of the
scarcity of paitoral visits, The truth is, yon do not
desire council nor comfozt nor Christlan communion,
but attention, Your pastor's absence wounds your
pride.  You care little about bis dolng the woik he
was eipeclally called to do for you, but you are vexed
because hejdoes not concede more for your import.
anrce. You are not thirsting for living water, but for
the tacit flattery of attentlon, thus seeking to convert
the messenger whom Christ sends with living bread to
your home and heart into a miuister to your vanity.
Tho people whose hands are idle, whose purses are
shut, whose volces are against every enterprise which
fnvolves sacrifice and labour, are people who are
masters of the gimlet,

THE ANGEL OF PATIENCE.
Beside the tollsome way
Lonely and dark, by fruits and fowers uablest,
Which my worn fect tread sadly, day by day,
nging in vain forrest,

An angel softly walks,
With pale, sweet face, and eyes cast meckly down,
The while, from withered leaves and flowerless stalks,
She weaves my fittlog crown,

A sweet and patient grace,
A look of firm endurance, true and tried,
Ol suffering meekly borne, tests on her face,
So pure, so glorified .

And when my fainting heart
Desppnds, and muimurs at its advesse fate,
Then qulctlg the asgel's bright lips part,

Whispering softly, *¢ \Vait1 "

¢ Patience | ' she sweetly saith :
** The Father’s mercies never come too Iate,
Gitd thee xith t!utient strength and trusting faith,
And firm endurance—wait 1"

Angel, behold T walt!
Weariog the thorny crown through all Life's hours,
Wait til] thy hand shall ope the eternal gate

And change the thorns to flowers.

KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

We have been taught by certain modern pbilozo-
phers that we do not know anything. I fancy our
friends ars not far off the mark if they speak for them-
selves, but I demur to their representing us. They
tell us that we only. know that our senses have been
operated upon, and perbaps we may know that certain
things do thus operate, but we can hardly bs sure of
that. One of these philosophers kindly says that re-
ugon is a matter of beltef, not of knowledge. ‘This
is clean in opposition to all the teaching of Scripture,
Take your pencil and read through all the Epistles of
John, and mark the word “know”; it is repeated
continually § in fact,itis the key-word of the apostle’s
letter. He writes perpetually, “ We know ; we know ;
we know ; we know.” Truly, brethren, we Asow the
love of Christ. When Jesus dwells in us, we do not
merely believe in His love as a report, but we enjoy
asa fact; we have made its acquaintance ; we have
tasted, we have handled, we have experienced this
heavenly boon. Whata favour! To know the lova
of Christ! Do pot forget that this only comes of
Christ’s dwelling in us, and of our being rooted and
grounded in love to Him,

“We cannot be certain of anything’ says some
one. Well, perthaps yox cannot. But the man who
has Christ dwelling in lum says : “ There is ons thing
I am certain of, and that is the Jove of Christ to me,
1 am assured of the loveliness of His character and
the affection of His heart ; I gerceive that He Him.
self is love, and I am equally clear, since He has
coms to live with me, that He loves ¢, for He would
not have lived in my heart at all if He had not loved
me. He would not cheer and encourage me; He
would not rebuke and chasies me, as He does, 1t He
did oot iuve k. He gives me evesy proot ot His
love, and therefore I am sure of it. i will bave no
question raised , of, if you maise i, you wmi kindly
undersiand that I do not saise It ; for 1 have come to
I this, that I know the love of Chnst.’

i What a blessed knowledge thisis s Tak they of
science? No wcionce can cival the science ot Christ
crucified. Knaowledgs? No knowledge can compare
with the knowledge of the love that passeth kaow-
ledge. How swestitisto know love! Who wants a
hetter subject to exercise his mind upon? And how

precious Is the love of Christ! The sweetest of all
the sweets that life can yleld—the source of love, the
mirror of love, the model of love, the lave which sur.
passcs all love, as the knowledge of It surpasses all
knowledge. Who would not be a schelar when the
book ko reads in is the heart of Christ? Who would
not be a student when the sclence is Chrlst crucified,
tho lesson-book Christ manifested, the tutor Chaist
glotified, and the prize Christ enthroned in the heart?
Jesus {s most dear from every point of vlew ; buthow
charming Is it to see Him in the light of love, so as
“to know the love of Christ 1* 1t the love of Christ
Is really known in the soul, 1t is hike a precious box of
rarest aromatics ; it diffuses ftself till it fills our entire
belng. I do not wonder to find my text saying : “And
to know the love of Christ, which passeth knewledge,
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God ;"
for the love of tho Lord Jesus is themost filling thing
{n existence. In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily, and yo are complete in Him, for of
His fulaess have all yo secetved, and grace for graco ;
how can we be otherwise than filled 2—S2urgzom,

GLADSTONE AND THE BIBLE.

Bishop Wordsworth of St. Andrew's,speakiog cl
the College days of the Premier of Eogland, says:
“ I doubt whether any man of his standing in the Uni.
versity habitually read the Bible more or knewit bet-
ter than Gladstone” Who can doubt that to this
source is to ba traced hils spotless character, his firm
grasp of truth, and his comprehensive statesmanship?
Had Gambetta sat as an humble learnar at the feet
of the great Teacher, and learred that all are slaves
except those whom the truth makes free, by the con.
secrated power of his eloquence he might have led
his people from the desert of superstition and infidel.
ity in which they are still wandering,

The movement to give systematic instruction from

the Holy Scriptures 2s a text.-book, in our colieges,

already initiated, should be adopted in all cur higher
institutions, If we would not develop the intellect at
the expense of the moral nature; it we would not
leave the conscience dormant while the understanding
and the imagination are stimulated, let us take wam.
ing from the Lord Byrons, the Aaron Burrs, and the
Voltalres.

This frequent contact of God's trutb with the hearts
of those whe are to be tho thought-leaders of the
Anglo-Saxon race, is not a trifialightly to be set aside.
In the crisis of their belngs, wl o that wbich was like
wax s rapidly becoming like adament, let it be
moulded under the influence that tends to the highest
possible beauty and purndty.

We are confirmed in these views by remembering
what many of our statesmen and others hava said in
regard to the Bible. From the many who have
spoken, hear Webster : “From the time that at my
mother’s feet, or on my father's knee, I first learned
to lisp verses from the sacred writings, they havebeen
my daily study and vigilant contemplation.” John
Quincy Adams said : “ My custom i3, to read fnur or
five chapters every moraning immediately after rising
from my bad.” Slir Isaac Newton : “ We acccunt the
Scriptures of Ged tcbethe most sublime philosoply.”
John Milton - “ There are po songs comparable to
the songs of Zlon, no orations equal to those of the
prophets, and no politics like thoso which the Scrip-
tures teach."—Zson's Herald,

WHAT A FEW CHRISTIAN WOMEN CAN
Do.

The church in West Libernty, lowa, numbers ounly
seventy members, © Oaly a few years agae,” says the
pastor, ¢ it was under the care of the Home Mission
Board. But some way, as soon as the church began
to take a deep interest in Foreign Missions it became
self-sustatning. A lady s misslonary socicty was or-
ganized by Mmiss Rankin three years since ; the mem-
bers have met oncea month {or prayer and tnstruction
in the themes set forth for the Missionary Concert.
Each lady that 1s able pays tweaty-five cents per
month, and in this way the hitus society raises upward
ot $30 per year. However, a new plan was proposed
dunng the summer. it was proposed that the regular
work of tre socicly g0 on as asual, but that in the
month ot November at their mesting the ladies should
hold a thanksgiving s2rvice and maks a thanksgiving
offering. 1n order that the gifts should be purely per-
sonal, each lady sct about to earn what she could for
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