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WESTERN GENERAL AGENT. m

MR.* J5HN MACAU LEY is out authorized Agent for THz CAN-
ADA PR8PBYigEEIkN. He-*ill collect outstanding accounts, and take
namnes of ke'ýj Nbcribers. Friends are invited to give any assistance
in their powert tÔMr. Macauley ln ail the congregations he may visit.

Friendsifaîouring us with contribullous for TI1-E2
PRESY'YTERI4 N are requested to send themn
early. Recent i>nbrovemezits, such as cutting, fold-
ing, etc., necessitate going (o press on Monday. In
order, therefore, to insure the lime/y insertion of
communications of interesit a aur readers, MSS.
should beoromptly forwarded.

T0R0;ýt0;WE1RýESDAY FEBRUAPY 14, 1883.

Two or tum years ago a minister died iu poverty
and obscurity in one cf the large cities on the othçr
side of the lines. In his young days he had bé
pastor of aglfuential city church. A fiend in human
shape chartof hirn with a serious offence, but offered
te çompromise for a sinali sum of money. Of a very
sensitive nature, and having a morbid dread of scan-
d4I ini a moment of weakness he paid the money,
thinking that would end the mnalter. 0f course he
was mistaken. The blackmailer conîinued making
further demands, and lie was obliged to make further
payments. Having recovered partially from the
sbock# he asserîed bis innocence, but was of course
met with the question : Why did you pay the money ?
Ho was driven from his pulpit in disgrace. Latert1
the most undoubîed proof of his innocence was pro-
duced, but pro4uced Ico late. His health was rftimed,
bis spirits br%,ii prospects blasted, bis 'oppgr-
tunities gone . li~ a wreck. H e made one mistake
-y!eda q iaebl, kmailer-and that mistake was
fatal. The ri course is te takre the blackmailer
squarely by the oat. It may seemn impossible at4
first sight to establish one's innocence, but Providàce
and a good iawyer can generally bring out the tr4k.
The natural tendency of truth' is te corne te the sur-
face when the matter is sifted. A chain of lies is sure
te bave some weak links. A good cross-examiner cari
genorally expose the falsehood. Moral : Resist the
blackmailer as you would resist hisor her father-thc
Dcvii. _________

Wz occiïo aly hear good people say that every-
thin~ un@ jiort abbath rcading should be left out of
thei reU us paper. It does not occur te these good
peopIti eligious papers were neyer inîended for
Sabbath r fing. It is quite true that a large portion
of any religious journal may be read with profit on the i
Lord>s day, but it is equaily true that there nv jýbe
in every religicus paper a good. deal of mattîUnç*
specially devotional. The late Principal Wiliis usà
te, make a distinction between that which is religia

and hat hichis siritual. The religious is goobu hesiritual is the thing for the Sabbath.
report cf a Presbytery meeting is more or less relii
but we don't îhink ali'yboçly vo4id grow in grace
reading Prcsbyîery reports. It is well for Pry
terians te know whaî the Pres*~teries and C q!k
tics and CoUleges arc doing, but that can be g i
on week evenings. A sensible devout man can ety
look over bis papor and select good Sabbath r digfrorn il, but for most people it is better te have 00oobook on band, a portion of which is read every Ïrdsý
day. Such bocks are within the reach cf ail. . fthey
canne, bc beughî they can be borrowed. A6ovç ail,
7he 40ûk. shouid net ho negiected. What the bge
neods'most is .rold reading, solid as te matter and
solid as to manner. The abundance cf current litera-
turc had tauglit tee many people te "skim." 1im
ming leads to mental shalcwness, and shall n
ieads te Ph)niouthism and other forms of pes
hcresy.

IT appears from the report of the convention iately
held in this city, that the treasury of the Ontario
Branch cf the Dominion Alliance is net in a healthy

me ago, but the funds were net ferthcoming. Another
~ppeal is te be made te the financial ng nagers of con-
'egatiens, with what resuit remaîns te ho seen. Il

is Very easy te mention at ieast one reason why many
jcngregaîions decline te contribute. êSome years age
fie country was scourged wiîh a I~ f itinerant
temperance lecturers, some of whçiffmade il their
special business te aîtack ministers andi Churclies in a
manner that would net be tolerate& at a meeting cf
1iciPsed victuallers. Sorne of these demagogues were
mcen cf very indifférent character, and others had
characters they would have been much better without.

PWe will net be se cruel as to ask where.are they now ?
Suffice ilte say that one portion cf the harangue was
always direcîed against ministers and Churcties. A
better day has dawned. Temperance men ïhwd
scarceiy new employ a semi-infidel newly dragged eut
qi the ditch te harangue in the old style. The olti
stos, however, are net healeti. M iniders and Church
o Icials who were roundly abused by these itinerants,
scarceiy feel like conîributing, and thqi' Alliance
treasury is net filied. Probably nonezýf thc abusive

ý&curcrs alluded te were in the emplpyié the Alliance,
but they were so-callcd Iltemperal7i lecturers,~ and
they did the cause a vast amo"xt qf arm. the best
possible evidence that the cause 4a good ane is the

l at that it prospered in spite cf the evildone by some
o, its professed and laid advocaîes.

THE ARROGANCE 0,F tiA'BLEF.

T RU Chrstiaityis meek, 'gentie, l obaig
T er have been arrogant nd o4erbfrb ccrle:

siastics, but the average believer in the Christian faith
is tolerant in thoughl and feeling. There have been
sturdy churchmen who wouid net permit any depart-
ure fromn received modes of belief, and whe did net
scrupie in invoking the exorcise of the civil sword te
cut off the heads cf hereti -cs. Ne candid peisop would,
liewever, attribute the conduct cf thosj mon te the
religion they professed. A cemparis9n cf the.$recepîs
and spirit cf Chrisîianity with the charaFter and con-
duct of many of ils professed friends ie, sufficient te
show that îhey had grievously misundersîood the re-
ligion they had espoused. The Gospel cf Jesus Christ
is the Gospel of purity and love. Unaffected humility
is one cf its distinguishing characteristics. Whal a
contrast te this is the generai spirit cf the ncw preva-
lent unbeiief ! What a pitiful feeling cf sccrn, as an
undertene, pervades se many of ils utterances. These
who dling te their belief in the supernatural revelation
cf God's will te man are summarily divided mb î we
classes, knaves and fools, idiots and hypocrites, de-
ceivers or deceived.
j Those whe profess te meet aIl the deeper facts cf
spiritual existence, ail the divine mystery of being, the
unstiiied longings cf the immortal spirit, the great here-
aftcr, the Divine personality, with the feebie response,
"I de net know , affect te know almost everything

else, to speak as oracles cf the progress cf science,
and from their fancieti altitude look down with ilI-dis-
guised contempt on those who believe that God has
,spken te man, and that He will yeî saîisfy te the ful
i.tj. loftiest aspirations cf the human seul.

What attitude de the leaders of the present current
cf philosophic and scientific thoughî assume towards
the Christian verities ? Let those who .arc farniliar
~th the writings of Tyndall, andi Huxley, * eckel,

dSpencer repiy. Their chief endeavour sems te
have been se te glorify the materialistic t ii miglit
overshadow the spiritual, and, if possible, leave ne
roomn for ils existence. They seek te eliminate the
deepest part cf man's nature, and seern te be content
that the positive philesophy cf Auguste Compte is
about the last and best word that can ho spoken te,
man. For whatever contributions these gifted mon

te forget those who, while pur6uing truth with ardent
devotion on the fild «o sciente, were sincèreiy devout
in their worship cf Him. in whom are hid ail the trca-
sures cf wisdorn and »knowiedge. Buckland and
Miller in geoiogy, andi Michael Faraday in the more
modern phases cf scienîific investigation, brouglit
powers cf mmnd cf a rare order te the pursuits that
fascinaîed them, yet îhey were net ashameti cf the
Gospel cf Christ. Why shoulti theY'? Principal
Dawson stands in the front ranak as a scientist, yet lie
cordialiy accepîs the trullis cf cealed religion.

This superciliousness, unhappily, net eniy indicates
a defective sympathy wiîh humaniîy, il betrays an
animus that is anyîhing but commendable. Suppose
that one is passing thr VO1 an eclkpse cf faith, that lie
fails to sec the Divine beaitty and worîli cf Christianity,
from tlie fact that -in the past il lias wielded a mighty
Power, is il therefore 'net worîhy cf respect? His
state cf mind is a most unhappy.opne. Mepe4ook upon
the staîeiy ruins cf Ithe past with a4&e regret; tliey
moralize over the nations and insýàdiý tathv
passeti away. Is it net accoriknt wiîh ordhary men-
tal habits te îhink wiîh respict cf a mighly influence
that for nigh.. wenty centuries bas been felt most
powerfully wherever civilization'h.ad rcac.bed ils higli-
est attainments ?#4

The failli cf the Na zarene is notrdéad, is net dying;
it is immortai. A few savani, in their intellectual
pride, may be se occupied wiîh themes cf congenial
sludy that thcy do net perceive the need cf the wisdorn
from on high ; their temporal surroundings may heocf
sucli a nature that tîhoy do net feel the pressure cf Ilie
burdens'that lie on so.jiVany human hearîs. Il may
be that a cold wave cf infideliîy will continue for a
lime te chili Ilie moral aîmospliere, but from ils nature
il is enly îernporary. Towards the fnd cf the last
century deisrn spread its blightinginilucùccc over many
rninds in England. The cncyclopoedists in France
cverturned for a lime the popular religieus belief. The
reaction carne, anti vital Christianity emergeti stronger
and more energeîic for new and gloricus triumphs.
Se will it he again in days net now distant. The
popular unbelief will mclt away before the power cf a
more genial spring-time, and the scoifs and the sneers
cf agnosticisrn will disappear before the sacreti power
cf Divine love. 'The devout Christian lias ne reason
te douht the future cf bis faiîh or the promiscs cf ils
Founder, "lLe, I arn with you alway, even te the cati
cf the world."

THE MASOMIC LOTTERY.

T HE drawing cf prizes in the great Masonic iottery
occasioneti extraordinary excitement. Many

displayed an eagerness cf anxiely that th. resuit cf an
election or the fate cf an empire would have failedt t
arouse. Il wouid, liowevçr, b. a mistake te concludo
that the many tliousanc$, wlio last week were se,
feverish te learn the rosult cf Lhe drawing, were deeply
inîcresteti in the principles of' that reputable body of
Our fellow.men whp are bý9und together by thc mysîic
tic, or wcre animateti witli a desire for their prosperily
in cennectien with the magnificient building reccnîly
erecteti in the western* city. Wcre those exciteti
thousands rnoved with puty for the orphan, the father-
less, and the disîrcssed, whom it is tlie professed oh-
ject cf the Masonic fraternily te succour ? Was it a
new and rnighty accession cf phlanîhropic feeling
stirreti hy generous impulse ? Net a bit cf il. The
love of gain expiains Uic unwonteti excitement The
uncertainîy aîîending ail games cf chance, te some ex-
lent ne doubt, îhrew its .Warnur. over the minds cf
many wlie parteti with fujr money in the hope cf
making a big haul. Mapy bh1hlie disappointed, with
uneasy feelings that tl&LYbaa sîaked and lest, may
salve their ccnsciencps w hte notion that, at al
events, the haif cf tÉeit 1missing dollars lias gene te
wipe off the debt cf the mfasenic temple, but this tices
net rernove the uncernfortable notion that they have
don. a raîher foolish thing.
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