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WESTERN GENERAL AGENT. LY
MRTJBHN MACAULEY is our authorized Agent for THE CAN-

ADA Pusay-!‘.nxhn. He will collect outstanding accounts, and take
names of mew subscribers. Friends are invited to give any assistance

in their power t6 Mr. Macauley in all the congregations he may visit. }

Friends fayouring us wnth contributious for T. H{J
PRESBYTERIAN are requested to send them
early. Recent improvements, such as culling, fold-
ing, efc., necessitate going lo press on Monday. In
order, therefore, to insure the timely insertion of

communications of interest lo our readers, MSS.
should be promptly forwarded.

SDAY FEBRUARY 14, 1883.

Two or tlm years ago a minister died in poverty
and obscurity in one of the large cities on the othgr
side of the lines. In his young days he had beelp
pastor of apipfluential city church. A fiend in human
shape charfell him with a serious offence, but offered
to-compromise for a small sum of money. Of a very
sensitive nature, and having a morbid dread of scan-
dal, in a moment of weakness he paid the money,
thinking that would end the matter. Of course he
was mistaken. The blackmailer continued making
further demands, and he was obliged to make further
payments. Having recovered partially from the
shock, he asserted his innocence, but was of course
met with the question : Why did you pay the money ?
He was driven from his pulpit in disgrace. Later ¢
the most undoubted proof of his innocence was pro-
duced, but produced too late. His health was reined,
bis spirits br ‘1, iis prospects blasted, his oppgr-
tunities gone, hls liff a wreck. He made one mistake
—yielding W 9, blatkmailer—and that mistake was

fatal, Th! ri%cgurse is to take the blackmailer,]

squarely by the'ltoat. It may seem impossible ats
first sight to establish one’s innocence, but Provideice
and a good lawyer can generally bring out the trigh.
The natural tendency of truth is to come to the sur-
face when the matter is sifted. A chain of lies is sure
to have some weak links. A good cross-examiner can
generally expose the falsehood. Moral : Resist the
blackmailer as you would resist his.or her father—the

Devil. "

WE occagio ly hear good people say that every-
thin ‘unﬁ‘gor abbath reading should be left out of
thei‘& igus paper. It does not occur to these good
peop. dt@eligious papers were never intended for
Sabbath r¥dding. It is quite true that a large portion .
of any religious journal may be read with profit on the 3
Lord’s day, but it is equally true that there b be
in every religious paper a good deal of mattéh n
specially devotional. The late Principal Willis usigy
to make a distinction between that which is re/igion
and that which is spirifual. The religious is gooa
but the spiritual is the thing for the Sabbath.s The
report of a Presbytery,meeting is more or less religioyg
but we don’t think arybody wogld grow in grace B
reading Presbytery reports. It is well for Prd¥py-
terians to know what the Presljyteries and %inb ‘
ties and Colleges are doing, but that can be ed
on week evenings. A sensible devout man can eadflly
look over his paper and select good Sabbath rgading
from it, but for most people it is better to have %t:od
book on hand, a portion of which is read every Kgrd’sY,
day. Such books are within the reach of all. {fthey
cannot be bought they can be borrowed. Above all,
Zhe Bpok. should not be neglected. What the dge
needs most is so/id reading, solid as to matter and
solid as to manner. The abundance of current litera-
ture has taught too many people to “skim.” gkim
ming leads to mental shallowness, and shallggn
leads to Plymouthism and cther forms of pes
heresy.

IT appears from the report of the convention lately
held in this city, that the treasury of the Ontario
Branch of the Dominion Alliance is not in a healthy

ondition. An appeal was made to the Churches some
ime ago, but the funds were not forthceming. Another
ppeal is to be made to the financial mgnagers of con-
JJegations, with what result remains fo be seen. It
is very easy to mention at least one reason why many
ongregations decline to contribute, 'g50me years ago
he country was scourged with a ¢Mss of itinerant
temperance lecturers, some of whorf made it their
special business to attack ministers and Churchesina
manner that would not be toleratedl at a meeting of
licensed victuallers. Some of these demagogues were
men of very indifferent character, and others had
characters they would have been much better without.

{ We will not be so cruel as to ask where.are they now ?

Suffice it to say that one portion of the harangue was
always directed against ministers and Churches. A
better day has dawned. Temperance men whuld
scarcely now employ a semi-infidel newly dragged out
of the ditch to harangue in the old style. The old
sofes, however, are not healed. Ministers and Church
officials who were roundly abused by these itinerants,
scarcely feel like contributing, and the Alliance
| treasury is not filled. Probably nonef the abusive
<ecturers alluded to were in the employ+df the Alliance,
but they were so-called ¢ temperali lecturers,” and
they did the cause a vast amoqnt qf Harm. The best
possible evidence that the cause &;a good one is the
ia t that it prospered in spite of the evitdone by some
Qi its professed and ga:d advocates. ’

L
THE ARROGANCE OF UNBELYEF.

RUE Christianity is meek, gentle, {j forbearing.
There have been arrogant and overbearing eccle-
siastics, but the average believer in the Christian faith
is tolerant in thought and feeling, There have been
sturdy churchmen who would not permit any depart-
ure from received modes of belief, and who did not
scruple in invoking the exercise of the civil sword to
“cut off the heads of heretics. No candid person would,
however, attribute the conduct of thes¢ men to the
religion they professed. A comparisgn of thagrecepts
and spirit of Christianity with the charagter and con-
duct of many of its professed friends ig sufficient to
show that they had grievously misunderstood the re-
ligion they had espoused. The Gospel of Jesus Christ
is the Gospel of purity and love. Unaffected humility
is one of its distinguishing characteristics. What a
contrast to this is the general spirit of the now preva-
lent unbelief! What a pitiful feeling of scorn, as an
undertone, pervades so many of its utterances. Those
who cling to their belief in the supernatural revelation
of God’s will to man are summarily divided into two
classes, knaves and fools, idiots and hypocrites, de-
ceivers or deceived. .
2 Those who profess to meet all the deeper facts of
spiritual existence, all the divine mystery of being, the
unstilled longings of the immortal spirit, the great here-
after, the Divine personality, with the feeble response,
“1 do not know,” affect to know almost everything
else, to speak as oracles of the progress of science,
and from their fancied altitude look down with ill-dis-
guised contempt on those who believe that God has
spgken to man, and that He will yet satisfy to the full
'ttxg loftiest aspirations of the human soul,

What attitude do the leaders of the present current
of philosophic and scientific thought assume towards
the Christian verities? Let those who,are familiar

jth the writings of Tyndall, and Huxley, fzckel,

d Spencer reply. Their chief endeavour séems to
have been so to glorify the materialistic that it might
overshadow the spiritual, and, if possible, leave no
room for its existence. They seek to eliminate the
deepest part of man’s nature, and seem to be content
that the positive philosophy of Auguste Compte is
about the last and best word that can be spoken to
man. For whatever contributions these gifted men
have been enabled to make to the cause of scientific
truth, they are to be commended; but when they as-
sume that, by leaving out of view the most vital of all
truths, and that their systems embrace all available
knowledge, they are deceiving none more completely
than themselves. And beneath these lgadexs there

1y smatterers, who talk in the mosticongemptu-
IPbest of tones about the deday of Clistian-
plime, superiority of S¢ienge. Though
> that many of ti#® foremost
gay are unbelievers, we are not

scientific men'

to forget those who, while pursuing truth with ardent
devotion on the field of sciente, were sincerely devout
in their worship of Him in whom are hid all the trea-
sures of wisdom and ‘¥nowledge. Buckland and
Miller in geology, and Michael Faraday in the more
modern phases of scientific investigation, brought
powers of mind of a rare order to the pursuits that
fascinated them, yet they were not ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ. Why should they? Principal
Dawson stands in the front rank as a scientist, yet he
cordially accepts the truths of revealed religion.

This superciliousness, unhappily, not only indicates
a defective sympathy with humanity, it betrays an
animus that is anything but commendable. Suppose
that one is passing thr? an eclipse of faith, that he
fails to see the Divine beadty and worth of Christianity,
from the fact that in the past it has wielded a mighty
power, is it therefore not worthy of respect? His
state of mind is a most unhappy.qne. Meplook upon
the stately ruins of the past with a Tegret ; they
moralize over the nations and inswat have
passed away. Is it not accorgant with ordigary men-
tal habits to think with respéct of a mighty influence
that for nigh.twenty centuries has been felt most
powerfully wherever civilization' had reached its high-
est attainments ? <

The faith of the Nazarene is notdéad, is not dying ;
it is immortal. A few savand, in their intellectual
pride, may be so occupied with themes of congenial
study that they do not perceive the need of the wisdom
from on high ; their temporal surroundings may be of
such a nature that they do not feel the pressure of the
burdens that lie on soagany human hearts. It may
be that a cold wave of infidelity will continue for a
time to chill the moral atmosphere, but from its nature
it is only temporary. Towards the gnd of the last
century deism spread its blighting influence over many
minds in England. The encyclopzdists in France
overturned for a time the popular religious belief. The
reaction came, and vital Christianity emerged stronger
and more energetic for new and glorious triumphs,
So will it be again in days not now distant. The
popular unbelief will melt away before the power of a
more genial spring-time, and the scoffs and the sneers
of agnosticism will disappear before the sacred power
of Divine love. The devoug Christian has no reason
to doubt the future of his faith or the promises of its
Founder, “ Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end
of the world.”

THE MASONIC LOTTERY.

’I‘HE drawing of prizes in the great Masonic lottery

occasioned extraordinary excitement. Many
displayed an eagerness of anxiety that the result of an
election or the fate of an empire would have failed to
arouse. It would, however, be a mistake to conclude
that the many thousand§, who last week were so
feverish to learn the result of the drawing, were deeply
interested in the principles of' that reputable body of
our fellow-men who are hound together by the mystic
tie, or were animated with a desire for their prosperity
in connection with the magnificient building recently
erected in the western city. Were those excited

. thousands moved with pity for the orphan, the father-

less, and the distressed, whom it is the professed ob-
ject of the Masonic fraternity to succour? Was it a
new and mighty accession of philanthropic feeling
stirred by generous impulse? Not a bit of it. The
love of gain explains the unwonted excitement. The
uncertainty attending all games of chance, to some ex-
tent no doubt, threw its glamour. over the minds of
many who parted with ifigir money in the hope of
making a big haul. Mapy~ e disappointed, with
uneasy feelings that thgy ghad staked and lost, may
salve their consciencgs with the notion that, at all
events, the half of thei?’missing dollars has gone to
wipe off the debt of the Basonic temple, but this does
not remove the uncomfortable notion that they have
done a rather foolish thing.

From all accounts it would appear that the affair
has been conducted from first to last in a straightfor-
ward and honest way. The officials, high in the ranks
of masonry, well-known and honourable men, would
never have counten: d anything savouring of fraud,
Those who have staked and lost are not likely to be
all reasonable and philosophic, but they cannot justly
blame anybody but Qshxselves. The projectors have
played their game skilfully, but - have not played
with loaded dice. §$af. as..;gﬁz agd what
might have been ei‘c of t '\I\@lﬂtwk
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