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Reaching the house of the Rev. D. McGregor, the
missionary in charge of the Dy Plain Distriet, Satur-
day evening, I deternined to accompary him to his
stations on Sabbarth, The services were at Faliview,
or Barnes’, and Lee's. On our way to Faliview we
int'mated that a servire weulid be held in the evening,
at the house of a Mr Morriscn  There was a gond
attendance at Falrview, the house benyg comfortably
filed. The singing was hearty, and the pecple were
devout and attentive. They are building a church
here, and it was expected to he ready for opening in
# week or twe.  Iu the afternoon we drove to Lee's,
crossing the Canada Paaific Railroad about four or
five miles south of Fairview., The attendance at
Lec's was not large, Leing only about twenty. The
land in this reighbou-hood is sl taken up, however,
aad the staticn must grow. \We drove bark to Mor
tison’s, and although the notice was so short, we had
the largest attendance of the day. At all theso sta.
tions I had managing committees appoinizd, and left
subscriptiun lists 1o be circulated. On the fellowing
day 1 visited the other two stations of this field - M-
Kinnon’s and Black's. These are farther rorth. In
this whole field there are about eighty or ninety fam.
ilies and young men that have claims. The soll is
warm and sharp, zad heavier than the Paris and
Branifcrd plains. It produces a fine sample of wheat,
No farmer has yet a large area under cultivation, but
a good bepinning is made, and in another year this
crop will be large. A 1e arrangement of siauons is
required, and churches are very much needed. In
another year the fi-ld should be sellsustaining,
At Fairview, Mr. Smith, formerly of Oshawa, and Mr.
A, C McColl, brather of the late Rev. J. McColl, of
Central Church, Hamilton, have jast opened a store.
These two younrg men offered to give $50 per annum
for the support of ordinances, and 1 have no doubt
but that others will manifest a sim.lar spirit of Libes-
ality. Take it all in all, me-have no more promisirg
fi-ld in the west than the Bg Plrin.  While visaing
this district [ was the guest of Me, M. Gregor, and
from himself and Mus. M. Ciegor I experienced 1he
greatest kindness.

Hearing that there was a corsidesable number of
Presbyienans along the Scunis, 1 resolved to go and
explore that disttict.  Leaving Mi. McGregar's, | drove
southward, siepping fot dinnet at Mr. Geurge Hope's.
Mr. Hope came fiom Ayr, Ontanio, has secured a
most desirable locauon, and has a fine farm. | then
drove twelve miles southwaid 1o Sutiffc’s, throvgh a
good country, but these is not much setlement. At
Suiffe’s the Sand H.lls begsn, and | was told that
the distance to the Assinibuine was twenty-four mules,
There is but one trail winding among the hills, and
so there 18 no danger of losing or.e’s way. I crossed
Pine Creek about nune mules from Suthflc’s, and no-
ticed several good tracts of Jand amung he hilis,  If
the spear grass could be destroyed, these hills would
feed thousands of sheep for market. There 3s not
much wood except along the A.siniboine. The Sou-
ris Crossing was reached between nincand ten o'clogk,
and the mosquitoes were most tormenung.  After re-
peated calls on my part at the ferry, someone res-
ponded from the other side of the Assiniboine, © What
have you got?” I replied, “A horse and buggy.”
“We can take yourself over, but not the horse,” was
answered. I declined to go and leave Tom to the
tender mercies of the mo: quitoes after a dnive of fifty
miles. They explained that the ferry was leaky and
unsafe. At last I persuaded them to try the craft,
and after much ado both man and horse were safe on
the other side. The hostelry was being refitted by
being replastered with clay. There were no beds,
and bence I took in my own bedding and slept on the
flaor. Quite a number of men were about the place,
and I proposed that we should worchip before rerir-
ing. This was readily acquiesced in. From Mnr.
Bangs, the land guide, and Mr. Mills, land agent, 1
got much valuatle information about roads and set-
tlements, In the morning I drove up to Miiford,
which is about three miles from the Assimboine.
Maj r Rodgers, the owner of the town plot, gave me
much information about this and neighbouring settle.
ments. 1 called on the Regictrar of the district; a
Mr. MrDonald, of Halifax, formerly of St. Matthew's
congregation; on Mr. Lundy, of Peterboro’s Turnbull,

and othera. Held aservice atthe house of Mr. Moth-
erwell and baptized two children, Heating that
there were several families farther south towards the
Tiger Hills and Lang’s Valley, eighteen miles beyond
Milivd, 1 drove in that direction in the afternoon,
caliing as I went at houses along the way, The coun.
try Is very fine, the soil being . rich black loam,
mixed with sand. There are but faw sectlers yet, but
they expect & large number next spring, The Tiger
Hills rise graduslly from the plain, running south.
east and north-west, As I was about entering the
hills § saw a small house near the trail, and drove up
to inquire whether 1 was going io the nght direction.
An old man was sitting at the deor reading a copy of
the Winnipeg “ Free Press.® Alterinterrogating him
for a tumz, he asked the privilege of asking me & few
questions, which I granted. He proceeded : “ Are
you a minister?* “Yes,” I replied. *“ Do you not
belong to the Presbyierian Church,” ha asked. “}
do” “Well, 1 thought s0.® “Whny?* 1 irquired,
“ Well,” he answered, " I thought you did not belong to
my own Church (the Episcopal), because they are not
enterprising enough to look after thetr people in this
way. 1 was surc you were not 3 Methodist, for you
don't look like one; but there is something staid and
steady about a Presbyterian minister that made me
conclude, as I saw you come round the corner of the
house, who you ware” Bidding the old gentleman
good-bye, I resumed my journey, and had a finednive
of seven or eight miles throughthe hills, The soil on
the elevated parts here is light, but on the level it is
heavy and clothed with an abundant growth of grass.
The trail winds among the hills, following the driest
and most level parts. Now you ascend an elevation
that commands a wmide view of simijar elevations, of
ravines and clumps of trees—then you descend, skirt.
ing along a lake {ringed wita poplar and scrubby oak
and alive with ducks. Fere you bowl along a smooth
plair, and there you pass through a heavy meadow of
nauve grass. This country must yet be all occupted
with stock farmers. There is ample pasture on the
uplands. In the valleys hay can be cured for stock ;
and 1n the ravines, in the woods, or sheltered 1n the
vaileys, cattle would know litle or nothing of the wind
and dnift of the plains, At sunset, descending by a
ravine, | came in full sight of Lang’s Valley. It was
worth dnving fifiy miles to see.  Tne valley ts about a
mile wide and at least 200 fect deep. It 1sa huge
trench, stretching east and west,and no doubt 1t formed
at one ume the bed of the Sourts Rwver. This niver,
after sunming south-cast for a considerable distance,
takes a sharp turn 10 the north-east, and after fl swing
thirty or thirty-five miles enterz the Assintboine. Atthe
turn Lang's Valley begins, and in its bosom are {cund
Lake Loutse, Lake Lorne, Pelican Lake, Swan Lake,
and Rock Lake, out of which flows the Pembina Ruver.
The valley of the Souns above the bend has every
appearance of being older than the valley below, It
1s wider, and the ravines on either side are longer and
broader. What changed the course of the nver |
have not been able to learn, [ reached the house of
Mr. Lang about dusk. It i3 pleasanily situated on
nsing ground, with a fine creek. flowming past on the
north and east sides. His sons—active young men—
soon pitched my tent, provided me with clean, cnsp
hay, and took care of my horse, while I enjoyed the
hospitality of their father. Mr. Lang, 1 found, for-
merly resided in Ouawa. Through the pressure of
hard times, like many others in that city, he lost al-
most all, and with his family came out to Manitoba
to begin life again, Nowhere have I met a more
cheerful or contented family, or one the members of
which appear to be more agreeable with each other,
Accustomed formetly to attend regularly on the ordin.
ances of religion, they feel it no ordinary privation to ba
without Sabbath services. From Mr. Lang I learned
that there are in all seven Presbyterian families and
seventeen young men with claims in the settlement,
Much land yet remains to be possessed, and next
scason it is expected the settlers will be at Jeast twice
their present number. Next morning I held service
with this family, some travellers who camped close
by, and neighbours who were summoned, The sim.
ple, solemn service proved too much fur some of the
audience, for they could not conceal their emotion. 1
was entreated to send a minister, and they alf promised
support according to their means. Finding that 1
could not cross the Souris without some danger, I re-
turned to the ferry at Milford, On my way back1
saw some men working in a field some distance from
the trail, and drove to where they were and found

them binding wheat, and a heavy crop it was, After
some conversation with thew, I asked, “ Doyouattend
church?2® *“No,” oneof them answerad ; “atleast not
much” “Why2" “For two teatons : first, because
thergis none; and secondly, because even when there
Is, a fellow does not careto go.” “ But why not care to
go?” * Well, when a fellow was at home, and his
mother or sister did his washing and ironing, he hiked
to go to church ; hut when he does his washing sad
froning himself, he has no desire to go to meeting to
she.: his linen, Besides, Sunday {s washing day, iron.
ing day, baking day, covking day, mending day, anda
day for doing up chores generatly” * But don’i you
know that these things should not be done ou that
day 2” “Well, perhapsit is not right, but when a fel.
low 13 busy all the week, and tired 109, it seems as if
Sunday was the only day left to do them in® The
other threescarcely liked thisyoung man’s candour,and
be said to them . ** You need not look s0. You do the
same things, alihough you don’t own to it.” They all
felt asif thewr present life tended to barbartsm, and
wera most anxious to get A minister.  Allogether, 1
found that with those in Lang’s Valley, there were
nearly fifty families and young men with claims on the
south of the Souris belungiog to our Church. This
number will be largely increased next year. \Vhat
energetic young mintster will come and look after those
sheepscattered in the wilderness?  They plead loudly
for a shepherd,  Will they plead in vain?
. JaMES ROBERTSON.

LETTER FROM THEREV.G. L. McKAY, D.D

‘We have come from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and
are staying & few days on the golden shores of Califor-
nia, in San Francisco, the extreme western city of the
great Republic. There are two peninsulas here—one
north, the oiher south. Thecity is built on the north.
ern point of the Jatter. San Francisco By separates
them from the mamland. The narrow strait between
them, and connecting the bay with the ocean, ts called
the ¥ Golden Gate,” which is & mile in widith and
thirty feet in depth. A portion of the city is busle on
hills, giving the whole a braken appearance. In 1835
the first dwelling-house was buili, and now there are
300000 inhabutants from all lands. Here are New
Eaglanders, Spanish, German, French, lialians, Nos-
wegians, Swiss, B.iush, Canadians, Jipanese, ard
21,000 of the so much hsted Chinese. Chnistian woik
was commenced among the latter in 1852 by Do,
Speer, and is conducted now by Dr. Loomis, formesly
of Ningpo, China. There is a school every evening

in the week, where Eonglish is taught, then Chnsuan

instruction given, ending with prayer and praise,
The attendance is from ninety to 120,and theaverage

Chinese congregation on Sabbath is about eighty.five,

and from twenty to thurty Chinese women. It 1s evi-
dent that two great causes tell against the mission ;

1st, the contemptible treatment of the mob towards the - :j
Chinese ; and 2nd, the wikedness of this city,even at B

the very doors of the Mission church. [ regard this
city as one of the most wicked and debasing { have
scen travelling around the world. On this Pacific coast

the results of Christian effort, in spite of the hoodlums 3
and dewil's agencies, are. attendance at cvening S8

schools, 825; average in Sabbath schools, 1,100;
bapuzed in California, sou. These are glortous fruus
in face of the enemy ; but ere long thousands will rush
into the Linedom of God in this land. Things are

finding their level. Kearneyites are being pushed |

mto the background, and righteousness is being

planted on these shores.  Hear the American Consul 3
for the Chinese here {Colonel F. A. Bee): #1 chal. §&
lenge your labour leagues, your eight-hour leagues, ‘|8
every other league, to meet the question fairly aand 3

squarely upon its merits. I claim that the advantages

of the Chinese to California surmount everything 38
else ;¥ and he adds, * It can be shewn that prostitution 38
here is confined to the French, the Germans, the ‘38
Irish and Americans, to a greater extent than to the

Chinese.” I never met more entbusiastic defenders JB
of the rights of the hated Chinese than here in San

Francisco— many of them residents for a dozen years, IR
aod having regolar dealings with the ¢ Celestials.? 3§

“ Watchman, what of the night?2—the morning com-

eth” Yes, liberty, sweet to every man; justice, I8
fair to every man; and Christianity, necessary for °

every man, will be established on this coast, where I
devilish tyranny and abominable mob rule reigned % B
long. Let Canadxz keep clear and shew that the 3
morning has already come, and that #rxsf in God, 2§
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