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THE REV, ROBERT HALL, NISSOUKRL

E call special attention to the motion which was
¥ proposed by the Rev. Principal Caven and
unanimously adaopted by the Assembly in referenceto
Mr. Hall, of Nissourl, As very many are aware,
Mr. Hall has suffered for a very considerable time
from a formidable disease, the progress ol which ail
the efforts of the most skilled physicians and sur.
geons in New York have failed to arrest, and which
has now secured such a firm hold upon his system as
to be likely to 1ssue in only one way, Farbet from
us to say one word 1n favour of the permission kindly
granted by the Assembly which would even seem to
bring the movement indicated down to the level of
mere common chanity, No one in the Presbyterian
Church 1n Canada has been more noticeable than Mr,
Hall for a spirit of sturdy masculine independence
and a resolute derxrmination under God to bear his
own burden whatever 1t might be., But when he s
smitien down 1in comparatively mud-life by a severe
and fatal disease, the treatment of which has neces-
sarily involved large and not easily afforded outlay—
his case 1s not to be cither spaken or thouzht of as
one calling for anything Like merely chantable con-
tributions, but for the keenest brothetly sympathy, and
the heartics’, most spontaneous and etfective, practical
help. That this will be gwen, and with all prompu-
tude, we fully believe. 1he case took possession so
thoroughly of the sympathies of the members of As.
sembly that mote than $300 were contnibuted almost
immediately after Principal Caven had made his short
and touching statement ot the simple facts.
Contnbuticns will be received by enher Prncipal
Caven or Principal Grant, while 1t any prefer to send
directly to the Treasurer of the fund, the Rev. Robert
Hamilton, Motherwell P.0., Ontano, 1t will come all
to the same thing, and all the contubunons will be
duly acknouledged esther through our columns or 1n
any other way that may be thought more satisiactory.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE
COLLFGES.

EF all the decisions reacned by the Generai Assem.-
J bly at its late meeting, pzrhaps none will meet
with more general acceptance, or tend more to the
cordial working out of union than that regarding the
colieges. Thete has Leen considerable frciion and o
good deal of secrional feeli..g duniag he past six years
i regard to the methud of supporung the several
thevlogical institutions of the Church, wh.lh has
tended somewhat to keep up the old pany lines.
Happily, this seems nuw o hasve bren overcome, and
the solution of the diffilulty will, we have no duubt, be
gladly welcomed by the whole Chutch, Al cnc of ihe
easher sederants uf the Assem'ly, a large comuitice
was appointed to cunsider the yueatiun of the best
method of suppurung the cuileges. Tae cunnuidiee
held several meetings and discussed the matier at
great length. After a full expression of opinion the
conmittee ananimously resclved .0 secommend the
Assembly to establish a common fund fo1 ihe suppont
of Knox, Queen’s, and Montreal Colleges, and 10 ap
point the Rev. R H. Warden, of Montreal, as secre
tary and agent to take charge of the wurk., Mr.
Wasden ansented, in addtion to his other duties, to
undenake the woik for one yeat, and to give his ser
vices gratitously, provided the Assembly approved of
the scheme heartily.  Without a dissentiag voice, the
Assembly adopted the recommendation of the commat-
tce. The representatives of the several .olieges ex
pressed theis cordial appioval of “ie scheme, aid the
gratitude of the Assemb y at the happy sulutivn of he
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matter found expression 1n an earnest prayer of
thanksgiving, led by the Rev. Dr. Jenkins,

We sincerely congratulate the Church on the deci-
sion sreached, beheving that it will pracucally remove
what many have regarded the great barrier in the
succes fu’ wnd harmonious working cut of the unlon
cansuvaated in 1875, We bespeak Lur chie scheme
the hearty sympathy of all the mntsters and office-
bearers and imembers of the Church. Mr. Warden,
Lelieving that many will avail themselves of the oppor-
Luwalyy susivas thank.otdeiings towards the common
ind from the fmends of (he several colleges,
have pleasuie in commeading his suggestiva o out
tc.l\:ua, aith Lbust t‘idl, o adduon o xoll‘xd) nureased
contrtbutions from all the congregations of the Chusch,
many friends will personally forward a thank offering
in g.autude ¢ God for this happy solution of the
college difficulty. \We hope to hear of numerous and
Lberal responses to this appeal within the next few
weeks,

STATISTICS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN CANADA,

HE report of the Committee on Statistics, -which
was presented tu the Assembly at its Jate meet-
ing in Kingcton, gives proof of an amount of accurate
and painstaking labour, which is worthy of all com.
mendation. It embraces an amount and a variety of
details which could only be very imperfectly indicated
in a very lenpthened anticle, but with which the
members of the Church, and especially the office
bearers, aught to make themselves familiar by patient
and continunus study, We are quite aware that
statistics are not by 2ny means everytlung, nay, that—
as has been sometimes said—they may even be made
to l'e very effzctively, DBuat while all this is quite
irue, it is at the same time beyond cvery reasonable
doubt that stausucs, compiled as the<e have been,
with an honest desire to »<cure and set forth the truth
abaut the outward conditinn aad wark of each of the
congregations in the Presbyterian Church ia Canada,
serve a very important purpose, both for present
q nckening and direction as well as fir future refer.
ence in the way of marking the onward progress or
the comparatuve decay in the expenences of coming
years. ‘1o stand stll, even in appearance, is ia many
cases to o back, and the * way marks” left in these
returns will in some measure indicate to the future
inq arge the rate and the character of the progress,
ot the course and rapidity of the downward trend.

It is very evident that with all possible care on the
part of the Committec perfect accuracy in every
particular is siarcely to be expected. There is one
of these inaccutacies whick meets us on the very
threshold. The number of pastoral charges, not in
cluding those in Manitoba, was last year, it is sa J,
geeon as 721, while this year wis returaed as 730. aa
increase of fitcen. \We cannot make the increase
more than n:ne,  With Manitoba last year’s numbers
are given as 746, this as 767, an increase, it 1s said,
of twenty-seven. \We cannot make it more than
tweuty one. e atuach no impunance 1o this, how-
ever, but take it merely as an oversight, The
number of ministers, includiiig those in Manitoba, is
685. or twenty-six more than last year. To be per-
fecdy accutate, however, it «s to be andersivod that
these ancdude all prudessors and teured munusiers,
whuse nanues are va the Presbytery tolls, and 1n tne
«ase of Man.ba, ordained munisters and catechists
as el

Repuiis hasve been sevcived from 446 cungregauons
and m.ssion s.ations. It seems 1o us marvellous that
there sheuld beany who have o lutle interest in hav-
wg a fuil view guen of the eaceat aad resvurces of
the Chusch that they prefer to see their owa con-
gregauons blawk to having the honest truth told
abuat ewher what they are of what they have been
doing.

Three Presbytenies only out of cleven m the Synod
of the Muriume P.ovinces made full retarns. U.e
out of six, vie, Lwak aad Reanfrew, in the
Syned of Montreal and Owawa , two, v.z., Peterboro’
and Whitby, out of nine in the Synod of Toronto and
K.ngston, and two, vi., Huron and Maudand, ou.
of ihe esght Presbyieries in the Synod of London and
Hamilion. When the cases of individual* Presby-
tet.es are looked at we fiad 100 many llustrations of
the “ beggarly array of empty boxes.” ln Montreal,
five pastutal charges do not repost, in Toronto, six ;
and ia Loaldon, sixteen. We merely quote fiom the
remarks of the Committee, but when we glaace over
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the printed returns on our own behall we can iud
any number of the same kind almost everywhere.

The entire number of congregations or stations con.
stituung pastoral charges is 1.506, an increase of (o
on the returns of last year, This shews anaverage of
about three to each minister in the Maritime Py
inces, in the Synod of Mantreal abaut twa (0 caun,
as also in the Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 1n
the Synod of Hamilton and London the nverage due,
nut reach two.

Aveatding . these returns there are 65,103 Munues
m the P're.  erian Church, representing abour an
aggregate of 330 000, 0t taking in the number of su, e
peisuns not connected with families, 337,000, o0 w
not satd whether the Commitice has allowed in these
numbers for the congregations not reporting, 1f
has not then the absolute number will be consigeran,
above what is given,

The rumber of sittings reported is 340,04, ine
total membarsLip on the rolls of congregations repor.
ing was 112,970. Last year it was 107,871, This
ought to give an increase of 5,099, while the actual 1o.
crease according to reports was only 3609, To re.
concile such discrepancies would be very diffi ul;,
and we do not wonder that the Committee has re.
colled from theattempt. The returas from individus,
congregations comparcd for a series of years shew
very marvellous vitality on the part of the membes,
or very notizeable slovenliness on the part of (he
roll-keepers. We have had the curiosity to dip int
some of these, and, to say the least of it, they are
curious, ,

The total number of elders returned is 4,340, Asa |
whale, there is, taking the entire Church, nnt an elde: |
to each filieen families, or to each twenty-six com |
municants. The number of other office bearersis gives
at 6 540; the number attending prayer meetings a
36 708, an increase of 1,393 ; and under instruction 3
S bbath schools and Bible clasces, 85.856. ‘The num
ber engaged in the work of Sabbath school instrucnos
is given at 10305 and the number of volumes in Sab
bath school and congregational libraries, 162,164.

We must stop here for the present, as we don't wish
to give our readers a surfeit of what some very 1
properly call “dry, uninteresting statistics.” If an
of those who read these lines are conscious that the
congregatians w.th which they are connected did nat
in any way help to swell these numbers, or if thy
have a vague remembrance that the returns sent were
as inaccy e, slipshod, and unsa!isl’g’gory as the
well could Ye, let them repent of their foolisk, u bus
ness.like remissness, and determine that if they an
spated, next year's returns will tell a very different
and a much more satisfactory story.

There is one thing wecannot help adding, thoegt
it scems ungracious even 9 appear to find fault m}
the doings of such a painstaking Committee—and tha
is, that if tho totals were given of each pastoral charg,
whether in the matter of numbers, funds, or stipends
the mears of comparison would be niuch easier and
more satisfactory. As jt is, the reader has a good

deal of adding to do before he gets at the “ buitia
facts.*”

THE LATE GENFRAL ASSEMBLY

L this week give as siaily as our space will auoe
the rest of the report of the Assembly 5 pro

cecdings at Kingston. That meeting of our hignes
ccclesastial Court was in every respect a pleasin
and profitable one. The good people of Kingstondd
everything possible to make their guests feel cuivum
able and athome, and their eff_ria were crowneu wa
abundant success for nothing was heard but

l quahified commendation of the manner in whih &

the members of Assembly were entertained. [
what was sard it might have appeared that every o
had bad the * best” place sought out for ham, arnd ibs
house, hostess abd tadle wera alike in each case te
yond all praise.  The weaher alito was, as a whog
propitous—fair 2né fine— while in general the n
perature was sufficiently warm without ever beng &
be called oppressive. The Lumnestone ity loohed
best. At least of it ever looks better it must be a ven
pleasant place of residence inde.d. Queen's Coliege
supplied a most convenient place for the busints
meetings of tky Assembly, affording as it did plec
of pnvate rooms for commiitee matters, and it
Convocation Hall giv.. g the Assembly a place &
mirably suited in every way for its public proceedicgy
baing at once roomy, airy, well highted, convenieul
, scaied, and with excellent acoustic properues.




