o,

N R T R T Y
e

GIR TN
e

OUIR

i:'.ug fishi Jottiugs.

The M'Kinley tariti'is serioasly handicapping Canadian breed-
ets of hovses, and some of them who have made aspeeiality of
hovses iutended for the United States ave, I hear, in financial
straits.  Formerly, the duty was 20 per cent. ad caloreue; now
it is 80 dols. for horses worth under 150 dols., and 30 per cent. on
those above that value.  These two tixed fizures ave unfaic to the
breeder, beeause he has to pay asmuch on a horse worth 50 dols. as
on one nearly treble the value, The object of the famous taviti seems
to have Leen to tread on as many corns as possible, whether they
were part of the anatomny of Brother Jonathan or of his neighbiors,

Some interesting experiments have lately  taken place in
America to prove that lorses can perform long journeys as well
or better withont shoes as with them, Some cavalry and artillery
oflicers made excursions of 540 wmiles with unshod horses,  The
animals requite no whipping, and did not limp, although the gravel
apprared to cause them some pain, but this may bave been from
the fact that their feet were rendered soft by the use of shoes. A
battery of horse artillery also undertovk a journey of 300 miles
upon horses whose shoes bad been removed.  After manaavers
extending over nineteen conseeutive days. the horses returned in
Just as good condition as they started. The ground over which
they passed was composed, for the most part, of stuny country,
intersected by macadamised veads,  In <pite of the 1ain and the
damp grovnd, the horses seldom slipped, and  the animals suffered
less on the whole from tonder feet than if they had been shod

Sume time azo we prophesied that Sir Edward Goinness was
not content with his batonetey, and had bid the large sum of
£250,000 for a barony. It Las since been knocked down to him
for that swm, and as the price is now fixed, presumably Baron
Hirseh will inake haste to Bid for a <imilar “ honour” in turn, or
even to offer a cool million down for an earldom ot and out, in
order to be on an eyuality with his little friend the Earl of Dudley.
Very soon the brewing peers (whots we may roughly describe as
“the beerage ”) will hecome <o numerous that a Lrewer who is
also a commoner will have the ~ame distinction among his brother
Bungs that Lord Castlercagl’s plain eoat procured for him amony
the stars and orders of the plenipnatentiaries of the (fongress of
Vienna. Sir Edward Guinness will take the title of Lord Fam.
leigh.  This dispeses of the suggestion that he shocld call himself
Lord Madel Lodginghionse or Baron Casual Ward which would
have had an nndoubted significanee.

What can be more farcical than to see a stolid and solemn
policeman stationed at the entrance of a hazaar, occasionally
taking a luok around the crowided voon.and calinly watching acts
which, if done out of dours, would five his official soul with indig-
nation. At that ~tall in the corner the most Hagrant violations of
the Licensing Act are openly comitted, or, perhaps, thinly veilul
under the sham of selling a bicenit fora shilling and giriag a glass
of villainous sherey with it. All abont the room girls and cluldren
ave pestering people to take Jottery tickets, over the drawings of
which the saintly vicar or perhaps the mayor will preside, swiling
Placidly, and uite: ohlivions that he has inflicted sentences of ten
shillings and eonts, or fourteen days<, on the ponlterer for raffling o
Christias goose, amd the greeer for vatiling a box of Christmas
dessert and two bottles of ginger wine, only a day or two Lefore,
In a far corner of the teom a erowd will be ascembled ronnd the
mild and facetions enrate. who is vendering himself liable to heavy
penaltics for selling by anction withoat a license.

Football in the south has for scveral weeks been displaced by
skating,  Revels on the ice by night as well ax by day there have
been in all gnarters, and oning to the thickuess of the ice there
have up to the present been very few accidents. James Smart, the
English champion, and the other Fen eracks have been exhibiting
their powers in various places, and the former continues unbeaten,
In Holland, Douoghue, as T expected, won the international races
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for amateurs ; whilst at Lingay Fen, J. Woodburn, the jockey, ba.
proved that his skill on skates is almost equal to his cleverness iu
the saddle, by beating J. Goater, of Newmarket, in the threc-
quarter-mile contest.

At Amsterdam, Donoghue covered the half-mile in 1 miu.
25 3-Hsccs (4 3-Hsece. in advance of his runner-up, Pander,
of Haarlem) ; and the two-mile course in Omin. 10 4-dsecs, or
97 4-5s ¢s, better than the second man, who again was Paunder.
On the next day Donoghue did the mile in 3 min. 0 -5 sce.
(Pander 3 min, 11 1-5 sec). In the five-mile the American
accomplished the distance in the splendid time of 16 min. [ sec,
thus beating the record of 16 min. 16 sccs., made by Norseng, m
St. Petersburg, carly last year. Donoghue skated in such a marvel-
lous style that he would undoubtedly have broken the other records
had not the wind been so unfavorable.  As in the races precediny
the five-mile, Pander was the next best man, his time being 17min.
4 secs.

Amid snow and ice the Canbridge eight has been practising on
the tidal water at King’s Lynn, the Cam being ice-bound. It mu-t
be unpleasant work under such conditions. The Inter-University

Race is too far shead to induce people to trouble much about the B
composition or the weights of the crew, and criticism at so ewrly « B

period would be ridiculous.

No better ecclesiastical appointment has been made for many
years than that of the Bishop of Peterborough to the Archbishopric
of Yorl:. Dr. Magee is beyond question the strongest Churchman
of the day, and the most eloquent prelate on the bench. e is
morcover, 2 consummate clerical statesman, and in his diocese of
Peterborough has been able to keep the two contending parties in
the charch togeth.r with wonderful skill. He knows how to speak
precisely the rizht word at the right moment. Following in th
foatsteps of Dr. Thomson, heis certainly the very best man possible.

There is no truth in the story that the Battalion of Grenadier
Guards, at present quartered at Bermuda, are to be relieved by the

« King's” which forms part of the First Infantry Brigade. The
« King’s” is ordered out to Bermuda, but it is to take the place of f

the 1st Leicestershire Regiment, which is coming home.

Society in Rome is talking a good deal of an unfortunit @
incident which occurred at the New Year's reception of the dip- g
Two of the youthful Austrius §
attaches seated themselves before tho Queen. and Lord Duffirin. &
noticing this, sent one of his sccretaries to politely warn them of §
their lack of ctiquette—evidently an inadvertence on the part of g
The Qucen, however, had noticed the breach o f
decorum, and angry at whit she deemed = slight shown her by th:
Austrians, said audibly to Lord Duflerin, « No! Leave them alone: 8
next year they will find no chairs here.” The above inciduatri
Rome correspondent vouches for as accurate, and adds that it vk

lomatists given by the Queen of Italy.

the young men.

related exactly as it happened. It has been much exaggerated ls

where, although it is a pity that the chicf persons concerned sheulig

be two of the ¢ hated Austrinns.”

Patti, who in Grand Opera is becoming a rara avis inde F°
is actually announced to give three performances at the Nice Qe
Traviata and Le Barbier are guaranteed, and the third opera ist-E
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be Lucia or Sonnambula. Patti as Violleta is nowadays a.lewf

of a very pretty value, but the prices kave not been fixed as hichef

for Otello, with Tamagno anéd Maurel, which immediately foilow:
at the Municipal Casino on the 17th and following days of nu'g
month. The boxes for Otello are priced at £14, notwithstar dicsE
which they are already all taken for the first night. Protalls
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people are looking upon the Patti aunouncement as too good "wlF

truc; but as a fact the Opera Direction has played Patti as a t.un;
card to Tamagno.
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