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provinces. Accordingly the Legislature
was pleased to vote the sum of S10.000
to cuble the government to make an
importation of suitable animals.

The Mon. Dr. Tupper, Provincial
Secretary, and the Hon. W. A. Henry,
Attorney  General, lhaving visited Eng-
lundt on public business last summer, were
requested Ly the goverument to make
enquiries, and to purchase, if faverable
opportunities offered.  They found that
owing to the seuson of the year and
other circiumstances thoe time was o favor-
able one fur obtaining valuable horses at
unuseally low prices.  Purchases were
mndeof four entire horses and four mares,
ali, except oue of the mares, thorongh-
bred; sikewise of 25 rams, ewes and
lambs of the pure Leicester breed. The
animuls arrived by the steamer * 8t
Lawrence,” in the month of September
1865, and although in a reduced state,
yet in as good condition as could be rea-
sonably expected. A few of the sheep
died during the voyage: some others that
were in a sickly condition, ns well as one
or two that seemed to be in good health,
died after their arrival. A list of the
animals, iucluding the pedigrees of the
horses, is appended to this report,and the
sccounts of the Board will show the
prices paid, expense of trausit, and sub-
sequent cost of keep of the horses up to
the cnd of February 1866.

In order thut proper care might he
exercised in-transporting the horses and
in their treatinent atier reaching the £ro-
vince, the services of Mr. George Plumb,
an Xuglish Groom accnstomend to the
handling of thorough-bred horses, were
enguged for one year. The horses have
improved very much in appearance since
their arrival, 2and are all tn good health.
Under judicious management these ani-
mals may be expected to bring a speedy

and marhed improvement in the breed of |

hoises in our Province. It is well known
that the blood horses of LEngland excel
all others in fleetness and strength; and
it is found, as & general rule, that these
qualities descend to their offspring with
whatever breed they may be crossed.
Thus horses of spirit and endurance may
now be raised from the maves in the
country.

It is but just to observethat much care
hus been required from members of the
Board, in providing, in an economical
maunner, for the proper accommodation
and management of the horses during the
winter; and the Bourd feel under deep
obligativn tv vne ot their munber, Joseph
Northup, Esq., who bas ot only devoted
much valaable tme to the requisite ar-
rangements, but has hkewise personally
overlovked the horses almost duaily since
their arrival.

With the view of rendering the hoises i the farm at their own convenienee, and ; well, especially Winter Rye.

as serviceable as possible the Board have

competent and eareful men. "The number
of horses (four® s too smull to travel the
whole Province, and it is proposud, there-
fore, to send to counties in rotation in
successive seasons. Some of the richest
agricultural counties in the western, nov-
thern and enstern pavts of the Province
may be supplied this scason, and the
extreme westerny, .aud all the southern
shore countics, as far as possible, next
year. But tha Board have not yet com-
pleted their arrangements.

The Hon. Alex. Macfarlane, President
of the Board, having visited Canada last
summer, was desired to embrace the op-
portunity to obtain1f possible, some suit-
able horned cattle and sheep. Ife ac-
cordingly purchased two Durham bulls
anl one Durham heifer ; likewise 28
sheep and lambs of Cotswold and Leices-
ter breeds. The bulls and heifer bave
been kept at Pictou during the winter.
As it is Jdesivable to render these animals
available for use during the ensning sca-
son, it is proposed to bring tw of the
Durham cattle to Halifax, to b sold by
public auction during the present sitting
of the Legislature.

The sheep imported from England, as
well as those obtained from Canada, were
sold by public auction, with a view to
their general distribution thronghout the
Province. ‘The English sheep were sold
at Halifax, and the Canadian ones pavtly
at Picton and partly at Ialifax. It
will be observed from the returns that the
prices realized were “ery satisfactory,
affording evidence indeedd of the appre-
ciation by our farpers of pure stock, and
of a determination on their part to im-
prove their flocks. Tn all, 48 sheep and
lambs were sold, realizing the sum of
$1840.50, that is, an average priceof $31
each. One of the English rams brought
$94 and none of them were sold under
S70; the ewes aud lambs of course
brought less. Oune of the Canadian rams
was sold for S66 and another for $64.—
‘The sale of the last Jot was rather tao
Jate in the season to secure high prices.
All the animals have fallen into good
hands, and the purchasers are bound to
retain them permanently in the Province.

The Board have had under considera-
tion for some time the subject of a Stock
Farm; and it hus become obvious that
such an establishment is absolutely re-
quired. On a farm of this kind the
imported horses, and other animals,
I might be kept in safety and  health
tar a moderate expence. and their ser-
t vices given to the country in the sea-
tson. Pure hreeds might be permanently
‘ maintained without the necessity of eon-

stant importations, and Societicsor private
individuals desirous of svch might visit

t selectsuch surpluz animals as would au-

——

for the ensuing season, under charge of | went would likewise afford scope for

introducing to the notice of our farmers
some of the more recent improvements in
farm buildings, and improved modes of
cultivation adapted to the country. It is
iclieved that & suitable farn in 2 central
locality may be purchased, aud the re-
quisite huildings erected. for asum of from
£3,000 to StUUUU; and the Board res-
pectfully recommend that this sum may
be placed at their disposal to enablo them
to carry out the important object in view.

The Bourd commenced in March last
year to issuc a monthly * Journal of Agri-
culture,” which is extensively read by the
more intelligent class of farmers and
Members of Agricultural Socicties. In
conseyuence of the small size of the Jour-
nal the numbers are sometimes barely
sufficient to contain the Reports of the
Couuty and District Societies, without
auy other reading matter. It appears to
be desirable to enlarge the publication so
as to admit of the fuller discussion of
general agricultural topics,

During the agricaltural season of 1865
the Secretary of the DBoard applied to
muny of the lending farmers and officers
of societies, in the various Counties of the
Province, for Returns of the state and
progress of the Field Crops in their re-
spective Districts.  Much valuable in-
formation as to the peculiarities of the
season, and the progress of the principal
Field Crops, wae thus obtain 4 and mado
known to the public, from month to
month through the Agricultural Journal
and the leading newspapers of the Pro-
vince, into which the reports were copied.
A Lrief Synopsis of these Returns has
been prepared, and is herewith submitted
as a permanent record of the crops of
1865. A reference to that Synopsis
shows that favorable reports of the
Warat crop have been received from six
Countics, unfavorable reports from four,
whils. the others give average returns.
Emrly sown Wheat suffered most from
the so-called weevil dQuring the past sea-
son, some fields being o cownplete failure.
Quarts are returned as better than average
by eight Couaties, being heavy and fine
with inach straw 3 buy in three or four
Counties the crop was light, caused chiefly
by rest. BARmLEY is very favorably re-
turned as a “good,” “average,” *excel-
Ient,” “unusually good,” and *splendid”
crop, and in one or two Counties only was
the erop light. The experience of the
last few years scems to offer great en-
couragement to the more extensive culture
of Bailey, inasmuch as the yield of grain
is good, and there is no more suitable crop
for laying dowu land to grass; the only
drawback is the small amount and poor
quality of the straw. Rzw is only par-
tially grown in the Province, but has done
Bock-
WHEAT is favurably spoken of by the six

determiued to-scud them 1nto the country | swes: their purpose. Such an. establish« | counties that return it as a crop, but its



