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REPORTS ON THE PRESENT CON-
DITION OF CROPS THROUGII-
OUT THE PROVINCE.

—

Trure, June 26th, 1878.

Drar St —In reply to your note, it is
extremely gratilying to mo to he ablo to
report that the crope in this part of the Pro-
vince lovk as promising as I have cver known
them for the time of thu year, and betoken
more than an average harvest. The seaton
having been very fuvorable for timely seed-
ing and planting, enabled farmers to cultivate
more groumi than usual, & result which, to
some extoent no doubt, may be attributed to
the fact that the Provincial Agricultural
Exhibition will be held in Truro this Fall.
Ono pleasing and vory noticeable feature in
the character of the crops, is the large pew-
centage of wheat compared with the yield of
late years, to say nothing about that of for-
mer times. Perhaps you ave not aware that
in the early history of this County, wheat
was more plentiful than moncy, and instances
have been known where bonds were drawn
in the elternative, leaving it optional with
the obliger to pay one hundred pounds, or
other large suins, in coin or in wheat. Con-
trasting the snccesses of the old times farmer
in wheat culture, with the poor resolts of the
Iabours of their successors in the same direc-
tions, many Nova Scotian husbandmen have
deplored their lot in the lasguage of tho
poet :—

“Men are we; and must grieve when even the shade
Or that which once was great has passed away."

However, thanks to the achievements of
modern agriculture—a better acquaintance
with %0ils, and moro knowledge of :uanures—
our farmers aro beginning to realise that the
great wheat days of Colchester have not
passed away. Those whoraisad wheat Iast year
were 8o much encouraged with “their success
that they sowed more this year, and their
example has been followed by others. Last
season David Lynds of North River, Onslow,
from four and 3 half bushels sown, harvested
fifty. ‘Chis spring he committed ten bushels
to five acres, and will doubtless get a return
of one hundred bushels. Robert J. Pollock,
Esq., of Lower Stewiacke, also sowed a five
acre ficld this spring, and there is hardly a
farmer of note in any section of the Copnty
but has an acre or mcre under crop; and in
the district of Tatamagorchie—the mussel-
nud region—the appearance of the fields is
t‘uite up to the idea of those who are desirous
that our farmers should raise their own
bread. :

Haying will be on earir, anil a lieavy crop
may be expected.  The late rains have done
much to improve this crop. Potatoes, oats
and barley arc abundant in every direction,
and present the finest appearance. Small
seeds of all kinds look well this season, and
the plants are getting aliead of the grubs,
and it already appears pretty certain that a

crop of large roots is oniy & question of
time, and, unless the remainder of the season
is one of unusual drought, is cnsured. How-
ever cur fanmers have done tl sir part, and
must leave the rest to Him, who giveth the
increase, and should

- Never trouble trouble, till
Trouble troubles them.”

Yours, &c.,
L L.

Shubenacadie, June 24th, 1878.

Deanr Sir,—In reply to yours of the 19th
inst,, I would sny that the prospect for a
bountiful yicld of all kinds of crop is very
promising at prestmt.  The grass is very for-
ward and will be a good crop; more wheat
has been sown than for many years, and it
gonerally Jooks well.  Oats and barley, a full
average erop, hus been sown, which also looks
well — About the same breadth of potatoes as
Iast year has been plunted, saey nlso Jook
well, although planted later than last year.
In some places they have rotted in tho ground
owing to wet shortly after planting.  Turuips,
carrots  and mangolds, about the usual

uantity sown. It 1s too soon to say what
this crop will be, wa have had somo very
warm_dnys lately, which has caused great
growth, and now it is raining heavily
Yours, truly,
d. B. TrAsER.

Maitland, June 24th, 1878,

Prorgssor LawsoN,—The fine weathor
in Apml gave the grass an early start, and
scusonable showdrs since have kept it growing
so that we shall probably have a full crop.
In May the wet weather prevented! farmers,
especially thoss on heavy amd wet lands,
trom getting theiz crops n carly. On dny
and underdrained land, where sowing and
planting wvere done early, the crops look well.
A larger quantity of wheat has been sown
than for man{ ‘ears, in fact alinost every man
with an <vailable Lalf acre has it in wheat,
while layyer farmers havo proportionably
larger ficlds; at present it has a good ap-
peardnce.

Less onts and barley are sown than some
other years. Potatoes, especially early
planted ones, are Jooking finely, and give
good promise for & bountiful crop.  Mangolds,
turnips, carrots, &c., & larger r*:mntity than
comnion has been sown, but with many have
only been in the ground a short time, and the
result is uncertain, ‘Taken collectively the
crops look well, and the prospect is bright of
an abundant harvest.

Yours, truly,
SterneN Purxam,

Port Williams, 25th June, 1878,

A favourable growing season gives a fine
appeararce to our country and the promise
of an ahundant reward on tho farmers
labours. The busy time of seed planting is
over, yet the farmer must work amongst ani
watch the growing plants. The hay crop is
ahead of average yeary, both in time and
quantity. On the dyked marshes clover was
in bloxom the first weck in June, and
timothy was headed the twenticth June.
Winter grain came out well this Spring, both
wheat and rye are now headed and promise
a good crox;. Spring wheat was much more
sown than late years, the variety most sown
being the Lost Nation. A new variety called
the Golden Sheaf, intrcduced from Ontario,
is having a trial. Barley was a good deal
sown. Some enquity was made ahvut the
Sicilian and Annat varicties of barley, for
which prizes are offered in the Truro Exhibi-
tion prize list for 1878. Would some persor
give an account of these newsorts. Potatoes,
the principal crop, are just growing above the

und, {ess breadth is planted than last vear
some of last years crop did not pay the cost

of produting) the varicty most planted is the
Garnet Chili. A mazk of improvemontisthe
fine vegetable gardens now seen amongst us.
‘The fruit trees are not all left in the fuluces
of their beauty,the Canker Worms in some
orchards have stripped tho trees as bare ae
winter, wo might estimato about halt the
trees taken in this scction. Omno of the reme-
dies tried was Paris Green, the cffcets of
which wa do not yet know. The best timo
for fighting the little pest appears to be in the
Autumn when the little nillers are climbing.
tho trees to doposit their many eggs.

Eowix Cuasr.

Paradixe, June 22nd, 1878,

Drar Sik—In answer fo your enquiries
of the 14th inst. respecting the state and pros-
peets of the crops, 1 begr to say that the ha
crop promises to be unusoally good.  Cerenls
of all kinds promise well, oxcepting Indinn
Corn, perdia Potatoes, mangolds, &e., also
look well.  The apple croll) will probably be
unusually good, despite the ravages of the
Canker Wora in somne places; pearg, plums
and cherries will be [Kentiful, X think, es-
pecially the latter .

The drirying business is being carried on
cxtensively in this region, but the returns wild
not probably be correspondingly larger.

Speaking gencrally, the weatber has been
fine; tho crops promises well, and the pros-
pects for the farmer may be regarded as more
than ordinarily cheeri;g‘

ours truly,
A. LoNeLEY.

Lower Canard, . S., June 21st,1878,

Drar 5ir,—YXours of tie 19th is to hand?
and in reply, 1 beg to say, it is pretty early
yet to venturs an opinion upon the crops in
thta County, but so far as I can judge, the
prospect looks favorable for the farmner in
alinost every respect. The hay crop will,
without doubt, be very large, and will prab-
ably be harvested earlier thav for many pre-
vious years.

Oats, more than average quantity have been
sown, and are looking well. Winter wheat
is not sown very extensively, but the erop is
looking very finely indeed.  KRye, barley antd
buckwheat look fairly, but not very much
S0 "

ruutoes, the great staple of this County,
have been planted quite as extensively as in
other yeurs, but it is yet rather soon to say
much more of this crop. Garcen vegetables
look well.

Fruit—The apple orchards in some parts
of this County arc looking well and promise
a bountiful harvest. But in some districts
they have been much injured by the Canker
Worn., indeed some orchards are entirely
stripped of their folinge. Various experi-
wents were tried last autuman for their des-
truction, but apparently with but little suc-
cess.  ‘This Spring some have tried dry (or
powdered) Paris Green, mixed with water,
at about the rate of a tablespoonful to a
pail of water, and applied by means of ahand
or force pump, this he3, 1 think, done well,
and with two or three applications in as inany
days, whilo the worms are small, will, I think,
save the trees. But the crop this year will
be very much lighter than it otherwise would
have been on account of this pest. Pears are
looking well. Plums, below an average.
Other small fruits promise well generally.



