
Aquiuias. These lie quotes to approve or torefute, according as their state-
inerits ctonfirm those of Augustine or differ from, them. Augustine ruled the

Reformiation. L uther and Knox were Augustinian rnonks, and alniost if flot
ail of that order joined the reformers. The Augustinian was the best of the
twc) existing systems of theology, so the reformer-, accepted it, and souglit t0
separate froni it the additions Made by the scbooImen, and the miore glaring

errors of the g,-reat father hinisclf. They modified the old schoiastic defini-
tions, it is true, and had their successors continued to, improve upon these,
a Scriptural systern might have been reacbed, in time; b>ut thy did not. Oi
the contrary, they relapsed into the scholastic mietnod. D)r. WValker, ini lus

.Svottish Theology and Theologians,says regardîng the Scottish divines of the

sevetesith anid eighteenth, centuries : "'They were Most thorougbly farniliar
with thue Nicene theology, and adhered to it closely; and the great Christian
writers of the first centuries, espccially the Latin ones, werc their careful

study. Hoyd and Rutherford, and GIillespie, and Brown, would have fnusid
îhermselves cngaged in a perfectly congenial occupation, debating tdct-c

rine of the Trinity, whether in its metaphysical or its historical aspects. It
is, indecd, one of the notable différences; between our older and oui latter

îheology -the greater dependence of the fornmer on the ancient Cluurch. A
theological wcrk used to be rcgardcd as incompiete, without the wimness bea-
isng of A~ugustinue, and Hilary, and. Chrysostom, and Basil. In some castes
the pages of these old Presbyterians groan under the weighi of patristic

(luotations atid references.7 Ilis says more for the crudition of the Scottisbi
divines than for their ability ta tisuderstand the Scriptures for theiselves. The
sanie thing, adding the s-choolnuen, inay be said for Owen and others of tue
l>urins. TFhe Swiss were worse. But, why go any fartbcr than Hodge's
Systenu, laden with huinan authorities of every kînd ?

D id any nce search the Scriptures for a scriptural systemi? 1 should
like t0 know that good rnan's niame. Save in a few minor points, tue
past reformation tucologians, not including heretics; and rationalists, havvr
folluwed hlindly the lcad of the reformers, as a dlock of shecp, their bell-
'wcther. hli as not heesu a question of "T«hus saitb the Lord," but, '14Thu,
say su miany reputabl! theolc>gians " Beza was Moxe scbolastic, logical, .uid

more Calvinistic than Calvin : lie died in i6oS. Two years before Beza*s

death, Arminius, who hiad studied uncler the gveat Genevau, began to impugiu
the absolute decree of predestisiation, and wandered off into semi-Pehagia-


