
SHORTHAND: ITS IJSEFULNESS TO MINISTERS.

T HIE writer lias been rcquested by the cdlitor of' the Jouit\Âr. to
seîîd ant article on shiortihaîîd(, for whlîih lie suggested as titie,

"Tlue AMiîuistcr's Tinue aud Muhscle S.xved." It is clear tltat lie wautQ(l
a tlîoroufflily piractical. palier, anîd 1 shahl try te colivey as ilimAi
informaitiont -.s 1 *au wxthlui the linuiit assignied Ilne.

In order to becoine stîfficieîutiy expert in thie use of' shorthaîîd, tu
Inak'e it eof great service, te studeut should deterijue tA devole a
few minutes of every day, for a certain tinte, te the practic of' the
art. A ycaxes persistent practîce will mnalie alinost anyone so f.iîm-
iliar with Uthe chuaracters as toe nable huinu te write anythîig uu tu
read blis nuotes %witbi facility. To inaster thue rudimenuts of the art

Pituuîa's Man al be bouglit for about fiftecn cents, mit' it con-
tains ail titat is iuccessary fer fthc beginnier te know. flf ant lieur a
day for two or tlirec xuontlis shoiild suflice to learut ail te lr.ce,
the ilnethod eof titis conîbination, and the abbreviated signs tiscd for
the words eof nuost fre.queitt occurrence. These aubreviatiotis are iot
arh.itrairy, as the pliouetic priîiciiie mîus tlirough the whlîoe -systeni,
mnaking it perfectly intelligible and Ieavitîg very littie tu l'urdcîu the
inemory with. Aftcr titis is acquircd, the great tliut tu e ckept ini
view is frequent practice. Tiiere is no0 art, liowever, tlbat eau I>c Se
casily and feadily pract-iceil as sborthaud. Tite studeuit inaýy licgiu
after the first or second lesson; andi whcencver lie lias livc or tell
iiiiiiutes leisuire, with a scrap of paper atîd a piend), hie cati utilize it
hy %vritiii- words in, short liatîd. One thiîîg imnportanit tu bear ini
mimd is te rea(I as luncha as possible wliat yeu Wvrite. j' llus is wltat 15

Most tryinig te tie Patience. But litilcss yent do titis, s1leed wili Uc
of littie Wdatg.~ lucu en h ]ave geL far cîtougli on to bc able tu
form ahînlost aîuy word, tien iL is a simple inatter te %vrite atuy littie
piece of prose or poetry titiier freon xnnory or by copyîîîg, freux -.11y
book. But carefîiily reaci over wlîat yen ]lave writtcn. Occasionaily,
a good naturcd frieîid inay Uc found Lo diciacte, and titi-, is îîsufîIl fur
acquiring speed, but spced uîeed Ilot l'l -ziimcd at; it N'vill conte Nvith
practice, the -met esseuitial is lcgibility. After six uzotits liractice,
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