THE TORONTO' STAMP

The Local Stamps of
China.

The legitimacy of the so called * local
stamps ” of certain Chinese ports bas
created considerable discussion in the
philatelic world, many claiming that the
stamps in question are merely labels is-
sued by private companies, and that they
are unworthy of collection. It now seems
to be generally conceded, however, that
they ure perfect)'y legitimate in every way,
and that there is no earthly reasen why
they should not be admitted to collections.

‘They are isgued by thq highest govern-
ing authority of independent communities
which are governed by what are called
municipal councils, in which all interests
are represented. The stamps carry mail
matter to every part of the Celestial Eme
pire having a pos} office of its qwn.

The fact that these igsues by the foreign
municipalities do not carry letters out ide
of China is undoubtedly due to the size of
these municipalities, which are not syffiy, -
ciently large to make contracts, with the.
ocean steamers and are also to small to
enter the Postal-Union. .

But if they are to small to be rejected
on that acore, we: shonld likewise discard
such stamps as those from  the native Ia..
dian states, the various Mexician, aside
from the general government issues, snd
all other stampé which do. not carrymail.
matter beyond the confines of. the. country.
where issned.

The states which have thus far issued
postagestampa areShanghai,Cheefoo, Han-
kow, Chunking, Kewkisng ;. Tientsin and

. Chinkiang are said to be about to-follow
the examaple' of the communities afore-
mentioned. ;

It is asserted that Chinais seriouslycom- -
templating the establishment.of:a complete, |
government postal system.and entrance ta,
the Postal Union, and When this takes
place it mnst neceesarily. texminate the
issue of the stamps of the various local
posts, which may consequently command
some very fancy prices at no distant dg:y_.

More. than 60,000 sterps are said to be *
found every year.loose:in the.lestdr-boxes:
of the United Kingdom.,

ANYTHING- YOU WANT !

10 Japan, 10c ; 10 Mexico, 25¢ ;
%0 India, 25c¢; 12 Brazil, 20c; 6
Columbian, 15¢ ; 14 Holland, i0c;
4 Obock, 94, 16¢; 2 Djibouti, 94,
5¢: 8 Labuan, '94, 12¢ ; 8 Nowan-
uggur (India) 8c; 5 Foreign (entire)
Cards, 10c; .5 [.S. or Canada
Cards, 5e.

25 Canada Postal (provineial and
Dominion) and rev. stamps, a, bax-
gain, 25¢c. '

Revenue Stamp set of 8rd issue
bill 1e to $1 (16 varieties) 50c.

Wi, B. ADAIS,

1 Ann Street, - Toronto, Gan.

ENTERPRISE STAMP PUB, 80

300 Spadina Ave.,
Toronto, - -

TIPS s

100 Large size approxal.sheets with 5 line
ad. printed, on 5Cc. p. p., ,
1894 Edition of Scott’s Album, §2,50, p, p.
1c. 2c. 3¢c. Canada—-20c per 1000.
30 varieties of the early, issues' of Japan
ppstags sthmps upused, $10, p.p.
-wish to puschage collections. of.500 o
more. U T
Agents wanted fo takeé orders for Printing
" 8§ 25% commision. '
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10Q Foréign Stamps dnd thig paper
1 year only'15 cenfs =~



