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8T. PETER'S CHURCH
AT ROME

* BY TIIX EDITOR.

Tng most notable of
the churches of Rowmwe is,
of course, St. Puter’s. [
shall not attempt to de-
scribe what defies descrip-
tion. Jta vastuess anwes
and almost overwhehns
the beholder. Its mighty
dome swells in a sky hke
a vault overhead, and its
splendour of detail deep-
ens the impression wa +
by its majestic vista
The interior effect is iu-
comparably finer thun
that from without. The
vast aweep of the corri-
dors and the elevation of
the portico in front of the
church quita dwarf the
dome which the genius or
Angelo hung high in air.
But the very harmony of
proportion of the interior
prevents that striking iw-
pression made by other
lesser piles.

Enter: the grandear over-
whelma thee not;

And why? it is not leasened,
but thy mind,

Expanded by the genius of
the spot,

Haa grown colossal.

It is only when you
observe that the cherubs
on the holy water vessels
near the entrance are
Iarger than the largect
men; when you walk
down the long vista of
the nave, over six hun-

- - ——————

St. Peter, a spot so holy
that no woman may enter
SHVE once s year, were
thrown open and llumn-
ated with hundreds of
Jamnps and decornted with
u profusion of towers.
Thousands  of  persons
filled the space beneath
the dome - priests, bure

footea frinrs of ordems
white, black. and gray, .
nuns, mulitary  oflicers,
soldiers, «vilinus, peas-
ants in gala dress, and
ladics—-all standing, for
not A single seat 18 pro
vided for the cumfort of
worshippers i this grand.
est wple 1 Christen
dom. High wmass wns
celebrated at the tugh
altar by a very exanlted |
personag, assisted by o
whole college of priests
m embrowdered robes of
scardet and purgle, and
of gold and ulver ussue,
The acplytes swung the
dJewelld ceners o and
fro. the aromntic eense
tilsed the iz, vilicrrs with

Two choirs of well-
tratexd  voices,  accow
panted by two organs and
instrutncental  orchestrn,
sang the majestic music
of the wass. As ihe
grand chorus rose and
swelled azd Glled the sky-
like dome, although my

dred feet; when you
jearn that its area is
26,163 square yards, or
more than twice thiat of St: Paul's at London, that
the domne rises four hundred feet above your head,
that its supporting pillars are 230 feet in circum-
ference, aud that the letters in the fricze ave over
six feet Iugh, that some conception of the real

Jt covers half a dozen acres, has heen enriched
during three hundred years by the donations of two
score of popes, who have lavished upon it £60,000,-
000. The mere cost of its repair is $30,000 a year.

No mere enumeration of the wealth of bronze
| and vari-coloured marbles, mosaics, paintings and

dimensions of this mighty temple enters the mind. .

Judgiuent could not but

EISSING THE TOE OF ST. PETER, condenn the semi-pagan
pageantey, I felt the spell

sculpture can give an adequate idea of its costly . of that mughty surcery whoh, through the sge,
spi'ndour.  The view, from the suinmit of the has beguled the hearts of men 1 missed, how
dome, of the gardens of the Vatican, of the wind- ever, in the haimuny the swect wnes of the femalo
ing Tiber, the modern city, the ruins of old Rome, . vuice, for in the haly precinus of St Peter’s uo
the farextending walls, the wide sweep of t.hc;woman's tongue way join In the wonslup of her
Campagna, and in the purple distance the far, Redeemer. As 1 turned away my companion in
Alban and Sabine hills, is one that well repays the ' teavel remarked, - Well, this is the sublimest
fatigue of the ascent. fraud in Christendom.”

It was mny fortune to witness the celebration of | The bronze stawue of St. Peter in the wave,
the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul in this very [ originally, it is ~wad, n pugnn statue of Jove, was
centre of Romish ritual and ecclesiastical pageantry. | sumptuously, rubed in vestinents of purple and
The subterranean crypts, containing the shrine of | gold,—the imperial robes, it is averred, of the

Awords of state stood on
guard, avd the service for
the duy was chanted i
the sonorvusfatntongue.

id




