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DtIIaued him hitherward, and Io! we found his

4Ot prints on the sand'of the hli aide, hard

IlSo please you, sir," the girl replied, and it
liiht have been observed, that as she spoke
tO the Puritan there was a rusticity in hier man-
Iler, and aometbing of uncouthness in hier
ýPeech, wbieh had nlot marked the few words

lhe uttered in addressing the cavalier. "lSo
Please you, air, I know flot any sucb-we be
lPOor folks, and dwell here in the foreat, and
rirely go out into the country round. Father
485 cut wood here in Sherwood, these forty

%sor better; so that we know few of the
!etitry even by name." As she ceased speak-
%I, she twitched her frock rather abruptly
frr Philip's hand, and running np to Mabel,
wfho was still crying out as if lier heart wvould
bteak, leaned over hier and raiaed bier in bier

tt as if to atill ber sobbings; altbougli il
%tigt have beau bier real object to conceal the
er1irlson flush, whicb covered ail bier brow and
f4ce, snd even neck, at ber evasion of the sol-
dter'a question.

IlThat turn shall net avail tbee, my fair mis-
tress,'" the other answcred rudcly ; Ilthy
mDpeech, too, savoura somewhat of evasion, and
týO11tequent malignancy. I should nlot wonder
hadst thou conccaled. the scoffiug snd blood-
14irty~ royalists-lucky for thae if thou hast
111t, 1 tell theel1 But speak out truly, an thon
*WDuld'st scapa worse treatment. He wasas
Ml alight youth of whom we question thea,
W"itb a blue acarf, sud a black feather in bis
4ti hia jerkin stained with blood, sud bis gait

suin ad faltaring, I trow, for be was wound-
d.Hast thou aeen sucb an one 1"
1I have, air," abe raplied steadily, sud look-

tneg the Parliamentarian full in the eye as she
%itwered hilu.
"Thou hast, indeed 1 Marry, corne up ! s
,4Oqueen thon art-sud why didat tbou deny

It but ibis moment? See that thon anawer
Irw1y2>)

"If at all, air, most aurely I shall answer
t'uth. Thou didat ask mue of Deaborougli, and
ktigb, witb othar titlas wbich I know nouglit
'ýf; sud how sbould I tell thee a man's name,
1 rtever saw but for a moment's apace, and be-

1'eneyer beard of q])
"'Verily, 1 suspect îhy speech; tbou'rt over

84l of tongue, young uxistreas, sud somewbat
4tt?, if modest ; thon didat sechixn, thou know-
4t 04 within the hour '1'

IlWitbin the hour!" she answered.
'iiow rnuch witbin 1" the soldier asked
%Neven more hsrshly than before.
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"Truhy we have no sundial here il the forest,
uor any elock te tell us the rime, surchy; sud
I lookcd flot te the hourgîss, about a mnatter
tbat coucerned me uothing."

"lBe not so sure, thou, that il wvill concarn
thben othing. Now thon, apeakup, girl-wbero
hast thon biddeu biru 1"

IlIf you believe thai 1 have hidden bim, badst
best searcli for bim ; tbou seest ail the places
wherein a man could be concealed."

"lMarry! we wil; but, meantime, from thine
own lips 1 woLild condenin thea. Wbitber went
this saine youth 1"

"Acroas the green, past the but end."
"Aud whither then 1'
1I saw Iiiu flot auy fartber-but hast search

thon, good air; 'tis plain thon dost mîsdoubt
me; and of a aurety, if I bad bidden him from
thee, I should flot be so mad to tell thee where.'

A steru frowu and a fearful threat wvas ail the
answer she received te the Iast words; but
turuing to the soldiers, hae bade those who car-
ried fire-arma, scout the woods round about
and searcli narrowl y for bis foot-prints ! "lfor
if lie bath gone banco, as tbe jade saith, lie will
have left bis track, I warrant me, of blood upon
the greensward." Thon, as tbey turned away
to do bis bidding, lie ordered the others to
searcli the but thorougbly, the shed, and al
the promises; hinwelf, meanwhile, anuoying
the poor girl with every species of canting sud
rude interrogation. Haîf an hour had, par-
lisps, beau couaumed thus, wban the acouters
came in sud asserted positively that the fugi-
tive could nlot bave lefi the spot, but muati be
concaaled somnewhero on the promises, since
the blood gouts by which tbey had trackad
bim from the place where bis horse fell, sud
whicb were visible across the green sud iu the
passage betwaeu the woodpilo sud the cottage,
were flot to be fouud any wbera bcyond ; ai
the samo moment the othara, wbo liad been
eruployed in aearching the bouse, returned'
wiîh word that no one was to ba fouud there.:

"lThon, as ibe Lord livatb," criad the officer,
Ciwa must mako this lass find bier tongue.-
Here, Win-tbe-fight sud Sin-daspise, take ye
this malaperi boy, tie him to you beech-tree,
nbuekie your swordbalîs, sud give him the

atrappado, till ibis fair lady buys bis ralesse by
lier secret."

"lNo! no 1" criod Constance; "loh, no! no!
ye are men, born of womeu, muade in tbe image
of your Maker ; no! no! ye will not, cannot,
bie so cruel!1"

IlCan we not, pretty one 1" rotorted the bru-
tal roundhesd; Ilverily, thon sali see; speak


