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THE FARMER’S MANU AL,

and practice of cach one is made known. By a
comparison of the theories and practices thus
bronght forward, tioese which are most cousistent
and reasonable, can hardly fail of being perceived
and adopted.  An idea possessed by ore, i3 ninde
known to all—muy be subjected to a practical test
—if erroneus, it is shown to be so—if correct, its
usefulness is general.

it sceins to us that the District-School Librarics
of this state, might furin an excellent nucleus for
Turmers’ Clubs. A poction of the books in these
libraries ought to be such as would assist the Far-
mer in the investigation of the principlies, and
the adcption of the best system of agriculture.
"The places where these books are kept, would be
proper places for holding the meetings, and the con-
tents of the bouks wight frequently constitute
topics for discussion. We recomnmend these sng-
gestions to the attention of our readers.—bany
Cultivalor.

The other day Mr, Stewart, Gardener at Strad-
sett Hall, exhibited to the Horticultural Society,
some Cucumbe:s grown in equal parts of loam and
charcoal without any manure. Nostimulant could
have given better fruit so far as health was con-
cerned,

The author of the “ Rural Iiconomy of the Mid-

Jand Counties” states that the fragments of char-
coal left by the charcoal-burners have been found
of great benefit to land. Ile reports them to be
in his time in esteem as a manure for Turnips,
and for finding grass-land.
s The well known operation of paring and burn-
ing has been supposed to prove so beneficial in
consequence of its removing insects and destroy-
ing the cohesiveness of stift clays. "The latter is
no doubt, i's efiect in part; but we entertain no
doubt that the charcoal formed from roots of grass
and other plants is also of much importance in the
operation. T'ry for exawmple, brick-dust—which is
burnt clay without charcoal—and the burnt clods
of the ficlds, containing charcoal, against each
other, and the distinction will soon be seen ; yet,
so far as mechanical alteration of the texture of
the soil is of value, they are not ina very different
state.

Then listen to what is stated by Mr. Rivers, in
the last cdition of his *Rose Amateur’s Guide.”
“] have used,” he says, “with much success (for
Roses in pots) turf roasted on a sheet of iron placed
in a temporary brickwork, under which a moderate
fire has been kept; about one hour’s roasting is
sufficient. This chars the under side, and acts
most beneficially? pp 2062). We have reason to
know that this is @ most important fact in the man-
agement of Roses in pots; and let the reader only
consider how entirely it confirms all‘that we have
said on the subject.

When we last mentioned this matter we quoted
the experiments of Mr. Rigg, against the asserti-
ons of other chemists, to prove that charcoal will
form carbonic acid with the oxygen of the atmos-
phere, under ordinary circumstances. We have
since met with a passage in De Candolle’s “Phy-
giology,? which shows thnt we do not stand alone
in our belicf that charcoal does, even in the air,
form gaseous combinations of some sort on other,
and so furnishes fuod to plants, independern.y of
the matters it mnay be able to condense within its
pores. “Count Rumford,” says M. De Candoll
“has proved by dircct experiment that charcoal, so
long tegarded as one of the most fixed of known
substances, is capable of combining with oxygen,
2nd forming with it carbonic acid, at a temperature

very far below that of which it burns perceptibly-
This slow combination of charcoal with oxygen
explainsg shy those places in the woods where the
charcoal burners have been at work, although at
fiest sterile, become fertile, in proportion as the
chiiecod] combines with the oxygen of the atmos-
phere to form carbonic acid, which dissolves in the
surrounding water.”

We may add that the quality of charcoal is much
improved by steeving it in liquid maure : and that
the lighter and more spongy it is, the better for the
purposes of the cultivator.— Gurdeners’ Chronicle.

Recerrrs ror curiNneg Hayns—We have been
handed the following recipe for curing hams, %y
one of the most eminent practioners in this ~ity;
the saleratus is at least new to us, and we there-
fore publish it, although it may not be a new ingre-
dient in the recipe of others. In Cincinnnati,
where large quantities of hams are annually cured,
pepper, allspice, cloves, nutmeg, cinnamon, and
other little ing.edients are usually added; but to
the recipe. Cover the bottom of the cask with
coarse salt, lay on the hams, with the smooth or skin
side down, sprinkle over fine salt, then another
layer of hams, and so continue until the cask if full.
'This ought to be the large kind. A cask, holding
46 gallons, is small enough, and it would be better
if' it held 12) gallons. Make a brine in the follow-
ing proportions :—G gallons water, Olbs. salt, 4lbs.
brown sugar, 3 oz saltpetre, 1 oz. saleratus.—
Scald andiscum, and when cold, pour the brine into
the cask, uuti]l the hams are completely covered.
The hams should remain in at least three months,
and a little longer time wonld do no harm.

Marre ?UGAR.—Every man who can con-
veniently altend to it, should make maple sugar.
It can be be done when the farmer has but little
else to do, so the labor should not be reckoned high.
In some sections, fuel is of butlittle consequence,
and whereit is higl, strict economy should be prac-
tised, us to the mode of boiling.  For catching sap,
birch baskets answer a temporary purpose, and the
cost is a mere trifle. Troughs made of light soft
wood, cost but a few cents each, where timber is
cheap; and they will last long, if housed, or turned
upside down, in a pile, and sheltered from the sun
and storms.  But the most convenient and cheap-
est vessels in the end, are huckets with iron hoops.

Asnes For Corx.—Mr. Aaron Cass, of West
Roxbury, planted about two acres of corn last
spring, on very dry sandy land, and when it was
suffering in a severc drought, he put about a pint of
woond ashes around each hill; this soon made a
great change; the corn revived and grew well,
notwithstanding the drought continued. We ex-
amined this piece some time since, and it was one
of the finest we have seen during the season, Mr.
Cass considers ashes a profitable manure. The in-
creased quantity of corn this season, will be only a
part of the advantage, for the good effect of the
ashes will continue long in the production of grass
or other crops.

Syarn Propvctive Farm.—I raised, the past
year, from 30 acres of land, 700 bushels of pota-
toes, 80 bushels of barley, 25 bushels of beets, 15
bushels of wheat, 10 bushels of beans, 4 tons of
mowed oats, 6 tons of English hay, 10 tons of mea-
dow hay, 40 bushels of corn, 20 bushels of carrots,
75 chickens and turkeys, and a great variety of
garden sauce, -

I have Eiiled one hog, weighing 390 lbs, made
400 1bs. of butter, kept thrce cows, a pair of oxen,



