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The Local News Feature.

Ir is regrettable that a large proportion of
the country press neglects, or discharges very
ineffectivelv, the main function of the local
newspaper, which is to print the local news. A
very considerable najority, probably, of the
country press do nlot live up to tleir possibilics
in this respect, while nany are too sluggish to
make even a decent attempt to (10 so. Country
editors are known who leave the writing up of
their local iiatter unitil a day or tvo before
publication, vlei thev scurry t1hrough it in a
perfunctory way as if tle thing vere a bore and
they would like it dispensed vith altogether
that they may not leave their precious "3job
work." Such an editor now and again seeks to
apologize for the extra shabbiness or Saharan
barrenness of his sheet vith the explanation of
a rush of job work, which required the services
of all hands so that for the time being the liaper
liad to be let go. le is a shortsighted publisher
who fails to percive that the newspaper is the
mainstav of his business and the local ncws is
the mîîainstay of the lpaper. Ncglect of the
local news fcature cannot but seriously dainage
a paper's earning power. Ai editor should
dread to plead the excuse of job work to his
readers for neglect to make his paper locally
interesting, lest lie be deluged iiiimediatelv with
veheient orders fron irate subscribers to "stop
myIV paper." Tei newspaper siould coie first
always, its interests should never be slighted.
We endeavor to recognize constantly that prin-
ciple in the conduct of The 1-lerald, vhich a
fewv 'ears ago w'as one of the niost remiiss of
the country press. Without boasting, it iay be
questionedl if any iicwspaper in a similar field
in, the province nlow excels it as a news gathlerer.
'he week-ly is more particularly referred to,
sinice iis article will be pernsed mainly by
publisliers of veeklies. Every week it coitains
as a rie, about or nîcarlv twentv.five twenty-
three-and-a.hialf imch columins of solid local
mnatter, aside fronm Talmage sernion, story,
foreigii and general news, etc. Pages one,
three, four and five are aIniost entirelv dcvoted
to city and county iews, with frequent overflowvs
on pages two and eight-omîetiies on everv
page. Wlat is possible Vith us in the local
news line is possible with every otlier newspaper,
perhaps not to the samîîe numîîber of coluns,
but to thmea degre considering the ticld
operated. Any business tliat is vorth engaging
iii at aIll shîould be prosecuted vitlh diligenîce
and igar. Enterprise in the local news depart-
ment pays. imparting a lealtlhv stimulus even
to tlie job work departnent, whiclh vill be foulnd

to develop as the constituency of the newspaper
is enlarged and consolidated. A snart cani-
vasser mnay perhaps coax or cajole people into
takinig a paper, but tlev won't stav with il
unless it has merit, and the crowning merit of
a local paper is the local news, carefully edited
and attractively presented. Let the editor
begin as sooni as one issue is out, On local news
for the next, fillintg a couple of his "inside"
pages with well written local natter. At least
four pages of every eight page local newspaper
ought, as a rule, to be half to three-fourths lilled
witl local news: in the term being included
county or district news, which if properly farmed
vill be often double the quantity of town news.
Finally, let tle publishier keep his eve about
him ; learn fron successful local papers ; note
the manner in which they are conducted, and
ithate wlat is wortlhv. An editor should pos-
sess powers of keen observation and discrimina-
tion ; such a man, even if lackinîg in early
thorougli journalistic training, wil ti a w.ay to
keep himuself from lagging in the rear with
tlose whose greatest feats in the line of local
newsgathering nimay be comprised witliin three
or four columns well leaded and quaded.
TIIE IM-RINT, one Of the neatest and most
handsoimely prepared af type-founders' journals,
contains many hints of value, and its beauty
should inspire every reader of it with the desire
to beautifv and embcellish his own paper typo.
graphically. Three other publications every
Canadian editor should h.ve are l'le Printer and
Publisher, of Toronto, Newspaperdom, of New
York, and 'lhe Inland Printer, of Chicago, all
rich in ideas and suggestions such as every
wide-awake publisler is on the lookout for.

W.S.DiaaN
Stratford lerald.

Save the Stereo Blocks.
AlANY an office, especially newspaper and

job offices have a quantity of disused clectro.
types. Ilose on wood base niay be turned to
go(( account. Strip the metal off and remove
the nails. The blocks wvill be found of great
use in justifying wood letter nlies, in spacing
out curved lnes in posters, and in locking up
snall chases ilnside of larger press ch:ases. Fill
a drawer with blocks and try hov often vou can
use thei. F. 11. DonmîîN.

[Not so fast, Brother Dobbii, think of the
time vasted by the man in rooting aimongst a
lot of odd sized blocks for those to fit the lock-
up, etc. Tlis can all be saved by a feu dollars
expendecd for wooden furniture -hiclh is made
i accurate sizes. The proper use for :stcrco
mounts is to make irewood of them.-En.
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