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want ulso situations, in which men who, from ad-!
vancing age or other circumstances, are not equal -
to the toill of an overwhelming parish, may pass’
their time more quietly, but not, therefore, less
uscfully for the Church; aniding by their advice
aad quiet examplo when they can no longer endure
the tear and wear of that incessant publice life in
which tho pastor of an overgrown parish isin.
volved. In an nge of much excitement, amid tho
din of perpetual putward activity, we more than -,
ever require to have some quiet spots. Now, as
» matter of fact, our City parishes in their present
state, in somo degree at least, meet our wants in
these particulars. We are gind to point, amongst
our City clergy, to names well known for learu-
ing; and we have quict influences emanating from
the City, which will sooner or later bo felt over
the whole diocese nud the whole Church. I would
in no wise do away with, I would strive by overy .
means to foster, this peculiarity of our present
ecclesiastical arrangements.  All this may Le .
preserved, and yet the anomalies which give so .
much offence may be removed. But if thisend is .
to be attained, wo require some amended state of
the law, making it more casy to originnte the de-
gired improvements, and carry them into effect.

CITY CLERQY TO BE REAIDENT,

In tho first place, then, I would havo arrange-
ments made by which all thuse clergy whom we
retnin for the City shall be obliged to reside with-
in its limits. The claims of & moderate parish
close at hand will be no obstacle, but rather a
help to other pursuits.  If possible, it would be
well tha.: they should reside each actually within
his own parish, but at times it may be quite ns
useful, as has already beendone in some instances
that a parsonage-house should be purchased close
to the parish, where one cannot be found within
its actual limits. This may be effected very ex-
teusively by borrowing money under the existing
acts, if, where it is necessary, the incomes of the
City clergy ave, by a union of benifices, made
sufficicat to bear such a charge. [Let it not be
supposed that the City is an ill-chosen spot of re-
sidence for a learnedman. We hiave in Sion Collego
an ample library close at hand, 'Tho marvellous
din of life which echoes ulong the great thorough-
fares is not to be heard in those picturesque old
courts with which this great storeliouse of histo-
rical associations abounds. And though we may
sigh for pleasant gardens to surround our homes,
we are not without peaceful places of decp retire-
ment in the very centre of the City, and half-an
hour will at any time bear us or our families to
feesh fields or the bosom of green woods, This,
then, is one great change wanted—a power to be
vested in hands likely to exercise it—which shall

siginate such changes as will justify the Bishop
in requiring a parsonage-house to be provided for
each parish.
PARISHES TO BR UNITED.

In the secoud place, I would tco that the popu-
lation of each parish was such as to give the pos-
sibility of a fare congregation wm thepavish church.
1€ 2 man has to preach two sermons every Sun-
day, he will preach with much more effect to a
congregation of hundreds than of mnits. Tt will
be better for hum, morally, intcllectually, and
spivitually better for lus people's souls.  What
g0 deadening as these weekly ministrations, at
present so common, to 30 or v people in a large
church on & dark winter's day?  And if the jn-
crense of the size of your flocks by the union of
panishes makes the pastoral work more real, it
8till need not be overwhelming. I would avoid
any thing which could make our City parisheslike
those in Wintechapel, Shoreditch, St. George's-in
the-East, or Clerkenwell. Each City parish ought
to be A model in all its arrangements to the sur-
rounding parishes of the diocese. It may casily
be 80 without overtaxing the encrgies of its pastor

i it population—I mean its vesident pupulation—

. tlement of these matters I cannot but hope may

do not exceed 1,600 or 2,000, and its income by
union of benefices be made auch that the incuwmn-
bent can, wlicre necessary, secura the aid of are-
sident curate, I calculate thatif no parishiin the
city fall short of 1,000, and nonc oxceed 2,600
parishioners, wo should have about thirty parish-
cs instend of fifty-cight. These, thoroughly well.
managed, with a resident clergyman for cvery!
1,000 or 1,200, who can say how great would be|
the influence they might excrcise on the wholej
Church? Supposing these thirty parishes to be
thus constituted, I calculate that by union of be-
nefices tho emoluments of the smaller livings,
many of which ave at present very small, might
bo raised, if not to be enough for the nmintena.ucc‘.
of u clergymnan and his fawmily, at least to bo fari
better thun they are at present, eveu after deduc-
ting the necessary cxpenses of a curate's salary,
and the mortgage for building or purchasivg s
parsonage-house,

There remain many othier questions connected
with the parishes of the City which require adjust.
ment respecting, ¢. g., themany parochial charities,
and their management: but with these we are not
bero dirvectly concerned. Somo satisfactory sete

be obtained, if not through the Charity Commis-
sionery, by some special Act of Parliament, if the
laity of the City, and especinlly their representa.
tives in the Corporation, divect their attention to
n work in which they would be sure to be second-
ed in any wise reform by the clergy, who, I kuow,
greatly feel the evils of the present assignment
of our City charitable endowments,
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clesinstical Commissioners, and if s check is
wished to be placed on their nction by requiring
the couseat of the vestry, it ought to come at, &
later point in the process. Morecover, I would
cinpower the Ecclesinstical Commissioners, on the
represontation of the Bishop of the diocese, and of
the chief civic authoritics, to prepare at once 8
general scheme applicable to the whole City, for
such a union of parishes aud orection of parson-
ago-houses as [ ave described; such schicino to
be put in forco gradually when the cousents de-
manded by the present law are cbtained; and I
would strike out the clause of the present aot
whicl prevents any church from Leing removed
and disposed of which has cver been used for
sepulture. With tlese provisions a better state
of things would soon be introduced, changoes belug
gradually cavried into effect as vacancies oocour
throwgh tho death, promotion, or vesignation of
existing incumbents. To expedite the desired ar-
rangements, s power might be given to the Ecole-
sinstical Commiissioners to grant to & clergyman
resigning any such bonefice & pension out of ite
funds, so long as he continued withiout other be-
nefico with cure of souls equul it valuo to that
which he had resigned. These simpls changesin
the prescut law would, I belivve, in & very few
years make the parochial wrrangements of the
City of London what they onght to be, and pro-
vide, also, a considerable iucrease to by made
available for the apiritual waats, if not of London
generally, at least of the pavisles in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the City.

This is a rough outline of the plan which, after
long and serious consideration, and after perusing

The arcaugements, then, which I am anxious to
sce at once made for the City parishes, without at
all infringing on the principle I would desire to|
seo usually observed, might well includo the union ;
of some small parishes with the large parishes by
which they are environed. Thus I think it would
be well to unite St. Botolph’s, Aldgate, with its
16,000 souls, with some one or two of the fairly
endowed and scantily peopled parishies to which it
lies contiguous, The first thing to be done is to se-
cure a better application of the existing cndow-
ments of the clergy and churches for the benefit
of the City and its immediate neighbourbood, to
be cffected by n union of benefices. But such o
union would, of course, leave several, perliaps as
many as twenty-eizht, churches useless. The
question arises—What shall be done with these?
Yrovided no building which is architecturally
beautiful, ov venerable from its associations, be
removed, I see not why the churches, where not
necded, may not be gradually taken downas they
cease to be used. In some cases, the sites, for
the health of the City, ought to be left unoccu-
picd, and geunerally I am of opinion that it would
be well, following the procedent of what was done
after the Great Fire, to leave the sites of the bu-
rial-grounds untouched, botli out of respect for
the reverent associntions which familics atwch to
the tombs of their fathiers, and because free space
and air is tuch wanted in a crowded towu.

carefully the minute veturns which the City clergy
8o kindly sout to me in the beginuing of this year,
I feel disposed to advoeate, I lhiave already invi-
ted tho attention of the clergy convened in the
hall of Sion College to this subject; and I should
feel obliged by any suggestions which would ena-
ble me to mature s scheme before Parliament
mects. I need not say, also, that on such a sub-
ject the opinions of the Irity are ns valuable as
thoso of the clergy, and that their approval and
co-operation is iundispeusable befure anything
effectual can be done.

OTNRR WORK NOT FORGOTTKN.

And now, my reveread brethven, I have detain
ed you much Jouger than I could have wished.
In this meeting of what we may, I think, call the
greatest dioceso of the world, the variety of the
topics that demand our immediate nttention, even
if we confine oursclves to inatters purely practieal,
i3 overwhelming. We cannot, at such a meeting,
even mention one-half of tho matters that presy
upoa us. There i3, for example, the managomens
of the poor in our workhouses, and the alleviation
of the state of the sick and aged inmates of these
refuges, by kindly intercourse with Cliristinn pas-
tors and other friends. Thero is the visitation of
our hoepitals. There ave the provisions which
may be made for traimung o truly faithful baud of

But || nurses, both for the poor and for the rich-—the

{ would not continue the diflicultics placed by the {| rich, who are as heipless as the peor when the
present luw in the way of disposing of the actual j| dny of scrious sickness comes.  There ave our re-

sites of the churches, I should allow the Eecle-
sizstical Commissioners, or her Majesty in Coun-
c1l, to be the Judges whether the fact of a church
having at any time been used for an interwent
should fur ever he a bar to its removal,

The change of the existing law required to eff-
cet all this is not great.  The limit in the opera-
tion of *he sct to five years ending with 1860
would be removed. The action of the Bishop in
initiating a schemo of improvement would not be
confined, as at present, by requiring the change
to originate in each case with the vestry of the
particulur parish iutercsted. The Bisbop ought

formatories. There are our refuges and our pe-
nitentinries for fullen women —a suhject, this last
of deep iwportance when we are bestirring our-
selves to see if any thing can be done to mect that
great evil which eats into the heart of society like
a canker, aud when, thauk God! pious women—
ladies in birth, position, and refinement-—nre
found ready to devote their lives, if by any meons
they may make a woman's sympathy available to
remedy this worst form of woman's suffering,
There is that very hopeful symptom of s Christian
influence being likely to bring down a bleasing on
our marts of trade—the faot, viz., of %o many of

to be empowered to lay his scheme before the Ec-

our warchouses and great shops wiere many



