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THE OANADA LUMBERMAN.

CANADA: ITS8 LANDS AND IT8
FOREKSTS.

Wo reprodice with pleasuee tho followlng jn-
teresting papes from the Englich Pimber Teades
Journal of June 7th, 1884 : .

The Dominlon of Canada is, doubtless, the
moat nearty connected with the mather countey
of all its varioua colonice; aa much from its con-
JLeninl institutions na from itx facility of ncccoes,
and beosuse it contains withiin itself pll the
clementa of a groat nation in cordlal co-opera
tion with its parent state, and rejuicing, without
n particle of cavy or jealoury, fn it pre-cmin.
ence.  Theroforo All that rolates to the progresa
and prosperity of that essential part of our
empire interests here at home, and ospecially in
the timber tewlo ;3 for, though our supplios from
other Iands arc in no danger of failing, thers
ara cortain varictios of timber which are con-
widered indispensible hicro diat can only be
obtained on a largo and Hberal scale from the
Dominion. Such g pine and spruag, which
for yaars past fiave boen publicly declared tv be
gotting scaro and difficult to get at in the set-
tled parts of the country, tat which the North.
west Territory, nu civilization spreads, will bo
able to supply to thus side of the wirld for ages
yet to ovme,

For ovidence of its itnmense capacity of ox-
pansion, anad its power of rifording occupation
for all the sparo labor of tho Old World, we
havo only to refor te the pages of a Bluo Book
lately fssued by tho Canndian Departinent of
the Interior, and presentod to the Dominion
Parliament.  From this we learn that the land
disposed of during the year 1883 for home-
stoads, pro-emptions, and by sales, amountod to
1,831,882 ncres, na compared with 2,639,146 in
1882, The docreaso is acoounted for by tho
fact that in the spring of 1852, duriug tho per-
fod of inflation experienced in the Northwest,
the demand for lands, especially in tho Birtle
country, was very great and the area disposcd
of correspondingly large.  The subsidenco of
speculation in these lands last year was re
markable, and a differenco of 867,263 acros be-
tween tho two yoars shows how much was done
in 1882 boyond what was needed for actual
occupation, and the sales of last year wore
more in accordanco with tho natufral progress of
the country, and still in ndvanco of any year
since thoe North-West had beeh fucorporated
with the Dotninion, except that of 1882,

Thore aro at the present time twenty-six
colomzation companies in the North West, to
whom grants of Jand have been made of nearly
3,000,000 acres, one-half of which area is open
to homestead aud pre-emption  eotttlement
upon applieation to the companics, who are
for this particnlar purpose, under their
agrecmnents, constituted the agents of tho
Governmen*.

Filty yoars ago, when railroads were in an
oxperimental stata, colonization was slow and
difficult in Canada, beeatwso to bo sottled in any
locality, at a distanco from a market town,
without roada or such as wero only passablo at
certain seagons of the year, was like being
banished for lifo; aud the occupier and his
family wero often subjected to privations and
misericg, which were sometimes unendurable,
and many half cultivatod homesteads lapsed
back into barbarizm from heing abandoned by
their hopelens proprictory, who could neither
livoon them, nor find a buyer to rolivve them
of their unprofitable investments.  All this iy
now ontirely changed  Steam and railways
havo brought distant places nearer together,and
1ands in proximity to the lines may be obtained
within reach of allthe alvantages of civilization
and easy transmission gf produco to tho nearvest
market, where in return all tho mmplements and
need nocessary to hushandry can bo procured
without loss of time and labor. These lands
have bheen mostly bought up by the companios
ahovo mentioned for the purpose of resolling to
cmigranta for acenpation, and it is stated that,
with the view of making their lands as at-
tractive as possible, most of the companics are
at their own exponse furnishing their settlors
withwany of tho necsssary conveniences, such
as saw and grist milly, storea and blacksniths'
fhops, and carpentera’ shopw, stage communica
tion and pestal facilities where tho regular mail
sorvica has not already been established,  Thoy
arce also introducing superior qualitie« of seed

grain, theronghlrod and well graded Jive stock,
and finpmved finplements of industry, It is
shown by tho-veturns mado to the departnient
that generally apeaking tho expectations of the
Government in offering inducements to eattlo
raiscrs, to plade their btack upon tho eligibe
grazing grounds lying akmg ‘the baso of the
Rocky Mountains, lhave alroady to a large
extent been attainekl, ‘The reute paid into the
department on modount of auch lands during the
Iast fiscal year amounted to 819,203, winch ex-
coeded tho whole cash revenue derived frown the
sales of Dofninion Jands if any ono year down
to the closo of 1878, The development of the
minoral resources of tho country is procoeding
satisfactorily. In regard to tho surveys, tho
arca suldivided into secctions and quarter
sectiods duking tho past ‘ewvny antounted to
27,000,000 acres, oqual to 108,700 ianas of 160
ncrés each, Briefly sum narized, Jat sason's
surveys, as distinet froun their techndcar and
sciontific results, prove beyond disputs .that
Jargo tracts of lands represented upon tho cdu-
cational maps, with which tho presert gonora-
tiou is: familiar, as uselons dosert, aro found to
bo of goud quality and suitablo for the varied
braunches of agniculture.

It is ovident froin tho foregoing that a good
class of men receive ovory encouragoment to
settlo on theso Jands. But m. tnuch the more
will those who havo only their sinews and their
goud will to offer n the field of Iabor, bo in ro-
quest, shid in tho colonies tho man who begins
at tho foot of the laddoer is often feund in a fow
years far up fowards the top of 4t, for, na Dr,
Johnson said long ago, ‘“fow things avo impos-
siblo to diligence and skill.”

It is rather remarkable, howover, that in
these retunug and in reckoning up to the settler
the advantages of his allotment, very little is
8aid of the tinber upon it, which, according to
the nccounts which aro current hero in the
trade, ought to be regarded as a valuablo assot
of the property. The *grazing lands lying
along the base of the Rocky Mountains " are
doscribed as ““ eligible,” and have, according to
thu report, atteacted settiers to a large extont,
a3 distinct from forest lands, which require
altogether a different sort of occupicr. DBut at
any rato therois not that greed smong scttlers
for land well atocked with timber which ono
would cxpect from the possession of a commod.
ity which we are gravely told the world will be
groatly in want of in another ten years. There
appears to bo always teu years boetween the
propheey and its fulfilment, and it is just ten
years sinco tho whole theory of * forest oxtivet-
ion” was fully explained in our columna by &
great Canadian authority on the subject at that
dato, and in tho interval tiaber produco of
Canadn bas fallen in our markets by at least
15 por cent.  Nor need we go far to ascortain
how the valuo stands in the lands of production
at this day. Our Jast nmnber furnishes us with
authority on the subject from a witness who
would naturally put the best valuo ho could on
tho staple of his own country,

Our correspondent at St. John, N, B, states
as follows:—

“ Deals appear to be plontiful, with the sup-
ply considerabloe in excess of the demand. Low
prices obtain. I hoard of ono dealer offering
dimension deals (regulars) at tho remarkably
low price uf §8 per mille, which is certainly not
encouraging to the pruducer.”

A millo of feet represents a fraction over half
a Totersburg standard,  Consequently the
price quotod would bo rather jcss than £3 4s,
per-standard, estimating the »aluo of the Can-
adian dollar ns five to the pound sterling ; fifty
shillings added for freight and another five for
chargos, theso goods might bo set down in any
of our sesports, ex ship, at about £6 per stan.
dard,

Turning now td this sido of the Atlantic, our
columns staturally abound with differont.viqws
of tho probabilities of trade, Ono is disposed
to think the supply abroad will run short at tho
latter part of the season, Another assorts
confidontly that thero is every liklikooe that
tho importation will bea very large one. One
thing all agree .,on, that is great compotition,
and tho difliculty of realizing a satisfactory
margin on wholexale transactions. )

Nor do our reports from the provinoes laat

weak at all modify this yoneral impression, as

~

was going from “bad to worso,” to tho great

it {s avident the shipLuilding teade, which ab-
sorpord Iaat yuar mdet of the atiperfiuons stocks
imported, is Low in » very depressod coidition ;
and a Jargo gap in tho ordinary rate of consmn.
ption must necur in the ports which chicfly
reprusented that finportant business ; and it is
Iamentalio to see wo many industrious men of
skill in their handieraft discharged for lack of
orders to keop them employed.  Formerly the
yards had alwayn a ship or two en tho stocks-on
builders’ necount, to turn the hands on when
orders were slack, but now the pruspects aro so
bad that thore ia no encouragoment to do any
thing apeculatively in that way, sad the masters
itt their own defence have no alternative but to
pay off the men for whom they have no longer
emiployinent, OQur Sunderland corrcspondent,
wko may bo considered to speak in the name of
that trado generally, stated Inst week that it

injury, of the timbe~ intgrost; and though
steam  vosscls ard atill plontiful § }imb'a"
1 it js aaid that in the north the number.
‘aid up for want of emplo;ment is incressing.
On tho whole thero i nothing to justify any
oxpectation of a riso in prices sa.yet. Goods
coming in at-low freights will cause tho old
stocks to%ho offerad on very casy torms,aud that
of itsolf impinges on the profit of tho new. So
that to hold its own s as much as tho the trade
cah expect until & woro advanced period of the
soason cnables it to judge pretty nearly what
the importation is likely to bo.

IMMIGRATION.

The Northwestern Lumberman says ;—Thero
is one feature of this noason of progress worthy
of wccount ; and that is the-fact that tho tde
of Jmmugration from the old world s comnparing
favorably with that of former years. ‘The Taigo
majority of the thousands of foreigners arriving. 4
aro going to tho nowor states and territoriés to
the wostward, The coffect of this increase of
this incresse,of population, and tho scttlement
of now lands, will be scon within tho next year
or two in the progress of Dakota, Montana,
Idaho, Texas, Uregon and Washington Tern-
tory, as well as in Kansas and Nebraska, The
Dakota boom is said to have spent its forwe last
year, but it is bound to accumulate o new one,
It is alwnys the case that when a new country
begins to settlo up, tho speculators havo overy-
thing their own wny for o year or two, and
this is followed by reaction. Aftorwards comes
tho development of substantial progress.  Tho
farmers get a start, begin to have produce to
sell, improve their holdings, and thus quicken
the life of all trade, It is then that the paper
towans disappear, and the centres of trade that
arereally to begin to grow. Dakota has had‘
her spoculators' boom, wnd henceforward will
make advanco.in solid improvement, 3o it is
with tho newer soctious_ of all the great West
and Southwest. Tho man who 1s counting on
the presont extent of demand for all kinds of
commodities, including lumber, as tho ultima-
tum, is making a ggand mistake. And the in-
crease is coming much svoncr than most mnen
aro now counting on, under the influence-of
these comparatively slow times.

SWEDREN.

The correspondent of the Limber Trades
Journal, writing fron Stockholm under date
Muy 17th, says:—Notwithstanding reports of
financial difficulties in both Now York and
Loundun considerablo parcels of redwood of the
best shipraents from the lower Gulf have been
disposcd of within thoe past few days. Itis, I
believe, cotrect that amongst other sales one of
about 1,200 standards of a leading Gefle mark
hrs been sold to an English house at £11 10s,,
£9 10s., £6 158., £5 10s. Prices for battens did
nut transpire, but aro understood to bo nearly as
guod proportionately, Other favorable sales of
20d clays marks have alvo beon made from the
Soderham and Gefle districts,

Small sales of whituwood from lower Gulf
coutinue to bo roportod at £56 108, to £5126-6d.
for 3xY & 11 doals, and £4 10s, to £4 12s. 6d. for
23x7 & Gf Lattens, both ax falliug from saw.
Salcs of Swedish whitewood for shipment from
Drontheim aro likowise said-to have taken place
in good sized lines at prices better by atwut Gs..
per Petersburg standard than those abave named

count being taken of the differenco in freaghta,

Thoso goods oro oulled from practically the

samo woodn a8 Sundswall whitewood, and the

sales must therefore bo taken as an expres<ion

of consumom' opinion as to the increased valuo

mwn whitownod hns, that lias beent converted

from fresh-cut and unahaken logs, as comparcd

to that inanufactured from barked Jogs that
havo Inin two seasons in the water. Importers

who intend to put their whitowood through the

planing-mill will, doubtleas, in tilne find it to

thelr interest to pay oven 10a, por standamd

moro for unshaken goods than for the wsual

shipmbnts from tho north of Sweden, that ar

converted from logs that have been Jying a long
timo in tho rivers with tho bark peeled off. The

case that T have referred to conatitutes a tren-

chant argument for tho removal of the compul.
sory barking regulation which now obtaius on
most waterways of this country, and especinlly
as far ns whitowood is concorned, which is sub-
ject %0 such great and increasing comnpetition
from not only tho Russian Baltic provinces and
Finland, but also from Now Brunawick and
Ilova Scotin in Canada. If wo catinato the
difference in the value of tho goods =t uniy s,
per standard, and tho cost of barking at 2s,
9d, per standard, wo hava a sum of 7s. 9d. per
sawn standard thrown wmto the river for the
problematical good of tho fishes, who, pecording
to the opinion of ono of our most foremost
Swodish men of science, are not oven thankful
for this caroful regard of their hoalth on the
part of the Swedish authorities,

MOISTURE AND VEGRTATION.

In his notes on tho glaciers of Alaska, Mr.
Thos. Mechan, of Philadelphia, states that he
observed on tho tops of what aro known as
““étotem poles,” in some of tho Indian villages,
wees of n largo size growing apparently in
good condition. Theso totem polea are thick
logs of hemlock or spruce, sct up before the
doars of Indian lodges, carved all over with
queer characters representing living creaturea of
every description, and which ave supposed to be
gencalogies, or to tell of somo famoua evont in
the fanily history. They nve not erected by
thoe Indians now, and it is difficult to goet any
connected accounts of what they really tell.
At thoe old villago of Kaigan ticre are numbers
of poles crected, with no carving at all on them,
.whilo many are wholly covered, and these all
had one or ‘more tregs of aleis sitkensis (sitka
spruce) growing on them, One of these tveca
must havoe been about twenty years old, and
was half as tall as the pole on which 1t was
growing. Tho polo may have beon twenty feet
high, The roots of the spruces had descended
tho whole longth of the poles, and gone into the
ground from which the larger trees now derived
their nourishment. In ono “case tho rvots had
grown so largo as to split the thick polo on one
sido.from the bottom to tho top, and here this
ront projected along the whole length to the
ground, about two inches beyond tho outer
circumference of ghe pole. Only in an atmos.
phere surcharged with moisture could a sced
sprout on the top of a pole twenty feet from the
ground, and continue for years to grow almost,
or quite as well, as if it were in fhe ground.
Wo may understand by incidentsliko these how
tree-life endures so long in this part of Alaska,
and why rocky neclivities, on which no vegeta-
tion at all could cxist in the dry climate of the
Eastarn States, are here clothed with a luxur-
isnt fresh growth o thick that is almosginpos
8iblY to make a journoy through it.~—ZLumber
World,

Shippingof Gireat Ports.

During the course of last yoar 4,370 vessels
onterod tho port of Antwerp, gaugiog a tota]
of 8,794,428 tous, which places Amtwarp, a8
have already stated, at the head of Europuan
ports. In 1882 the'tonnago of Havrd was only
2,200,000, that of Genea 2,250,000, and of Bilbao
315,000, owing to its iron oro exports. Awmong
the English ports n few only exceed Antwerp.
London ia still tho first port,in the world, with
a tonnage of 10,421,000 tons, and Liverpool the
second, with 7,351,000 tons; Newcastle follows
with 6,000,000 tons, also in esovss of Autwerp,
hut both Hull and Glasgow are helow, with
respectively 1,875,000 and 2,110,000 tons,—Padl

2y now being effected on the Swedisk xide, ac-

Mall Gasctte, -




