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on s 1ack fur whole days together ™ ¢ But, to be bpief, one morning as |
did lie in my bed, T was, as at other tihes, most fiercely assavlied with
this temptation to sell anl part with Chnst=the wicked soggestion sl
tuaning in my mind, Sell him, sell hun, sofl Lim, el humn, 02 fast an «
man could speak, again®? whicli 1 alsu, as at othet times, answered, No,
no ; not for thovsands, thourands, thovsnds, at least twenty Umes fo.
gether,  But at last, afier much siriving, even aniil [ was almnst ont of
breath, I felt this thought paer through my hesrt, Lot him go, if he wilt |
and 1 thovght aleo that [ feit my heatt ficely consent theteto.  Oh, the
diligence of Satan!  Oh, the desporatrness of mni's heart’ Now was
the battle won, and down felt T, ns a bitd that 32 shoi from the 1o a tee,
into great gnlt and fentful despair.  Thus getting out ef my bed, 1 went
moping into the field, but God knows, with ns lieavy n hieart a3 martal
man, 1 think, could bear.  Wlhete, for the space of two bours, [ was Like
a men berelt of fe, nnd as now past alt recovery, and bound over to
etecoal punishmont  And withal, that sonprure dud seize upon my soul,
* O prolane person, as Keau, who, for one morsel of meat, sold his bethes
tight 3 {or ye know how that alicrwards, whes e woold hiave ihented
the bleasing, he wasrejected ; for he found no place of tepentance, though
he sought it catefully with tears.”  'These words wete to my soul like fei-
ters of brass, in'the continual sound of which I went fur several monihs
together.”

"The* anxious cusuistry in which he sought relief, and the alternniion of
wistful hope and blank despair, in which fur many o dismal doy he was
tossed to and fro, nonr but limself can propenty deserive. They ate
deeply affucting, nud su to many prove instructive.

*‘Then began 1, with rad and carefal heart, to conzider of the nature
and largeness of my sin, and to search into the word of God, if in any
place 1 coull etpy a word of promise, or any encouraging sentence by
which T might take telicf. Wherefore 1 began to consider that of Mark
iii , * All manner of gsins and blasphemies shall he forgiven unto the sons
of men, wherewith soever they shall blaspheme * which gslace, meshought,
at a blush, did contain a large and glorious prowmise fu: the pardon of high
offences.  But considering the place more fully, 1 thought it was rather to
be understood as relating more chiefly to those who Lind, while in 2 na-
tural state, committed such things as 1here are menuoned , but not to me,
who had not only received light and mezcy, but that had, buth after and
also contrary to that, so slighted Christ as [ had done. [ feared, theree
fore, that this wicked sin of mine might be that sin nopatdonable, of
which he there thug speaketl, “J3ut he that blasphemeih against the Uoly
Gliost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.’

** And now was I both a burden and « terror to myselfs nor did [ ever
20 know ag now what it wan 10 be weary of my life and yet afeaid to
die. O how gladly would [ have been anybody Lut mysell! anything
but 8 man! and io any condition but my own ! for there was nothing Jdid
pass moze frequently over my tmind, than that it was impossible for me
10 be forgiven my trangression, and to be saved from wrath to come,”

« He set hiniell to compare his sin with that of David and Peter, but
saw that thers were specialtics in his guilt which made it far preater. The
only case which he could compare to his own was that of Jnc +

** About this time I did light on the dreadful story of th.. miserable
mortal, Francis Spira. Every sentence in that book, every groan of that
mau, wit% all the test of his actions in hisdolors, as liis tears, his prayers,
his gnashing of teeth, his wringing of hands, his twisuing, and 1anguishing,
sud pining away, under the mighty haad of God that was apon bin, was as
knives, and daggers to my soul ; especially that sentence of lus was fright.
ful 10 me, ¢ Man knows the beginning of sin, but who bounds the issuca
thereof 7’ T'lien would the former sentence, as the conclusion of all, tail
like a thundetbolt again upon my conscience, ¢ For you know how, that
afterwards, when he would have inherited the blessing, hie was rejected ;
for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carelully with
tears.” Then should I be struck into a very great trembling, insomuch
that at sometimes I could, for whole days together, feel my very body, as
well as my mind, to shake and totter under the gense of this dreadful
judgment of God.

« Now if I should find my miad to flee from (iod ae from the face of n
dreadful judge ; yet this was my torment, 1 could not cacape bis hand.—
¢ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God.! But blessed
he his grace, that scripture in these flying fits would cal! as ruaming aftee
me,—* [ have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy trangressions, and as a
cloud thy sins: return unto me for I have redeemned thee! “T'his, I say,
would come in upon my mind when [ was flecing from the face of God ,
for I did flee from his face, that is, my 1ind and epirit fled before him
by reason of his highness 1 could not endure. ‘Then would that text cry,
Return unto me; it would cry aloud, with a very great vioce,” Return
unto me, for I have redeemed thee, Indeed this would inake e make
a little stop, and, as it were, look over my shoulder behind me, to see it I
could discern that the God of grace did follow me with s pardon in lus
hand.

« Once as [ was walking to and fro iu a good man’s shup, bemoaning
of myself in my sad and doleful state, afilicting myselt with self-abhiar-
rence for this wicked and ungodly thought; lamenting al<o this hard

hap of mine, for that I should commit so great a sin, greatly .!'earing I
should not be pardoned ; praying also in my heart, that if this sin of mine
did differ from that against the Holy Ghost, the Lord would shew it me;
and being now ready to sink with fear, suddenly there was as if there had
rushed in at the window the noise of wind upon me, but very pleasant,
and a8 if I heard & voice speaking,—* Didst cver refuse to be justified by
the blood of Christ?* And withal my whole life of profession past waa in
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A momaat apentd to me, whesein | was made (o see that designediy {
had noi ; s my heari answered groanmgly, No:  Then fefl with powee
thai ward of Gad gpon me; e shat ye reluse not i that speak th
Thee inade a strange sesgare upon my speit. it broughl hght with it, snd
commandeil a mirnce in me heart of ali those tumulitvons thoughte that
betore d.d r1ee, the masterirss heii hounds, 1o rosr and beflow, aod make
a hideous pose within e, [t shewed me aleo that Jesun Chest had yet
A word of geace and megey for e ; that he kad not, ax 1 feared, qulte
fursaken and cast off my soul  Yea, thee wae & hnd of ohrak for my
proneucss to desperntion, & kind of theratensag of me of 1 did not, nots
withatianding vy ins mad ihe hinousness of them, venture my welvation
upen the Son of Gl [lus as to ny derenininig abont this strange dle.
penraiion, what st was, | Kaow ant [ have not yet in twenty years®
thine been able (0 make a judgment of 1. | thought then whiat here |
should be loah 10 epenk, f!ux veniy, that sudden rudhing wind was a8 i€
an angel had come wfon me; but boib it and the salvation, T will Jeave
uatl the day of jadgment.  Only this | say, it commanded a great calm
ity woul.  1i perswaded me there nught be hupe; it shewed e, an 1
theughi, what the sin unpardonabie was, amd that my roui hind yeét the
thessed priviiege (o flee to Jeaus Christ for merey  Bat [ sAy concerping
this dispensation, | know not what yet to sey unto . | feave it 1o be
thought on by men ol round judgment. | lay not the siress of my ealva-
tion thetrupon, but upon the Lond Jemus in the promue ; yet svejog T am
hete unlulding of my sccret thing, 1 thought ot might not be sltogether
mcxpedient to fet this ateo shiew jtreif, though 1 esnnot now relate the
manoet ag then 1 did expetienca it Ths lnstedd 10 the savour theresl
about three or four days, and then [ began 1o mistrust and Jispate ageln,”

No soiid peace can enter the soul escept that whieh is brought by the
Comforter, 1118 not the wotd read and lieard, but the won! revealed by
the Spint, which is saving and assunng,  There is undogbiedly a divide
operation on the mind wherever any imptessiou is procuted by the treths
of God ; and whether that impreasion shoutd Tz made with audidle and
visible manifestations accompanying it~=as on the day of Pentecostsor
sliould be so vivid as to convert a iheatal perception into a Lodily seneae
tion, as we are disposed to think was the case with some of the remark-
able sight and heaveniy voices which good men have recorded, is really
of litle moment, In Dunyan's case, so warm waa his imagination, that
every clenr prreeption was sure to be instantancouly sounded in hia ear,
or standing out a bright vision before his sdmiring eyer  *I'his feature of
hia mental confornation has been noticed already ; but this may he the
proper place to allude to it again.

{To be continued.)

DEAL GENTLY, OR 'THEY WILL LEAVE THE CHURCIH.

** You must not be 100 rigid or sevrre in insisting upon the claims of duty
and benevolence, or you will drive some of the members away from the
Church.,” Such ke the kind advice which a cautious church member
sonietinies volunteers to his minister.

In this day, faithfulness is often called severity, and telling the truth
plainly, zcolding I hate scolding in the pulpit, both in its terms and in
ita tones.  But 1 utterly loathe thne.serving, or the policy that conceals
or palliates truth, from dread of giving offence. 1 would berr the 1ruth
spoken inluve. ‘The iden of glossing teuth for the take of keeping in
their pews a body of indifferent, worthless metnbers, who feel no interest,
and will bear no reeponsibility in premoting the weifare and vsefulness of
the Church, is ablprrent to good policy, trae piety, and sincere integrity,

“ But you will hurt their feelings,” 2ays one,

They ought 10 be hutt. T would see truth pouted scorehing hot upon
their conscicnces until they burnt out their indifferentism,  ‘Fhey are imo
measurably hurting the Chusch by their worldliness, and why should we
scruple in wounding thein.  Ulcers must be sometimes paicfully probed
or they will never heal.

But some very good people say, deal gently with such, or they will
leave the Church.  \Well, what good do they do in it?  What would the
Chutch fose if they were all gonel Ts their associntion with ivsn very
desirable and benefical, that we should tenderly implore their stay 21—
What of etrengih or efficiency would thousands such add 20 the Church ¢

Leave the Church ! \What right have they in it 1 If they have no
sympathy with it, no interest :a it, no aflinmty wish the epitit of Jesus
Christ, they are none of His, sad what right have they in His Chuech?

¢ the Church i3 destined 10 1e a living body, why desize to retain a
tianging mass of diteased or ¢ -ad nembersl  Trim off the dead limbe
and the vine will only be the more flourishing.

Leace the Church! \What a blessing that would be.  If it is impousi-
ble to draw from them any manifestations of spiritual Jife, any expression of
devotion and zeal, if they obstinately repudiate in their lives all that is
pozilfive and practicsl in Christianity, then their leaving will be & speedy
relicef.

Leave the Church! Let them go 10 the world 1o which they belong,
or to some worldly church where thieir consciences may be lulled by the
form of godliness without the power. The Rible recognises no such
Christianity as theirs. It knows no piety that does not bear good frults,
I thlcy bring forth only thorns and thistles then they are only thoms and
thistles. Co:

There ought to be no tendciness wasted upon such profesears of reli-
gion; none felt, cxcept such ag we feel, for all the ungodly in cemmon
with them.  As unregenerate sinuers should they be exhiorted to repeat




