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Il àm a Stranger in the earth.'

Tlhîe chairacter w'Iich the Ilsilîîist liere apprapriates ta
biinseli', ks a characte.- ini whici es'er) sout of Adanîîappears
and acts upînm tlic stage or lire. %Vu blave a homne, btt
that bomne ks ilu Hevn.e atre sîranigers ii tlic earth
WC art bere in wf1oreigîî laild, îbratîgb ws'licl we arc travel-

ling ta auir native cauintry, thlere ta o sese rhtigli>
itations. Saint i>utîl iii bis epistle ta the I-Ilbrews, after
lîaviîig ceclbratel tile Old Testamnitt worîlîies, a111i the
svonders whliclî the)' liad w'rouglit, thlratigli tlic divine pi i-
ciple tinit is iii thlîeî, Silius III) the accotit ini the follosv-
ing words -''lIceA died in failli, îlot lîaviîîg recel ve(l
flie promises, but laving seen thieni afar off', arîd wcrc pcr-
stiaded or thîeîî, anîd eîiîbraccd thîeîî, anîd cotifî-ssed iliat
tlîey weîe siralîcers amnd plgriis on tlic cartlî.-For flie)'
tliat su>' snicb îîings, declare plaiîîly tlîat thîey seck a
catintry. And trtiiy, if tlic)' lia(l beciu niiidful af tbat

couîntry fromî svlîeîce tlic, camîe otnt, (bey iîîiglîî have biad
(îp)orttliity ta hiave îeîuttrtied ; but now t lie>' desire a )>eîter
country, tit is, anIt lecaveuly ; w'lerefore God is liai

aslîaitied ta Uc called thteir God ; for Ile hitli prepared foar
thîei a city.'' Agrecabiy ta tlîis accotîit, ir we look iiuta
flie Isisary, af' tîtese fricnd(s anîd favorites aof Ileaveiî, tlhe
ancestors af the lsraeiitisi mnation, we find tîeîin sojoutriiiiig
in a land that is-as îîot theiîs ; d1welling iii tents scion
îitclîed, anîd a-, sooil reîîîo;ed agaiti ,liaviiig uta grottîd of

thîcir owtî ta Set tlîeir foot tîponl, Saive oilly a possession or
a bu r>' i tg place. anîd t bat oftrlaas aIllhe lu labi tati ts,
svliere they niiiglit l'est rroiiî tieji' tra'vels, tmtail thies' shiah

pasut Ille t estirrtctioti aof tlle jîlsi, ta thbel durable ivîieri-
tance ini the Kîîîgdaîî or ÇGod. Sticli wcre jacob's iw
ar humîîaîî hie, in aussver ta tIlie gpiaimotiarcli Who
liad etîqtîired lus age ;'lledays aif the ycars or iii> pil-

gtiiage,'' says the patriaicli, ''are at liiiidrdc( anid lhirty
years ; i'ew anîd ev'il have the days or the years aof mîî lie
been, anîd hiave îlot attined ta the days or the ye.us aithie
lire or my fathiers, ini thle (ays or tlicir p)ilgriinîagc.'' Look,
iii> bretiretî, at Ille piostet it' of' [acob). t1le cliosenl peole
or the Most Iligbi, afîcu' ie>' lad lient delivered i'romî the
hiotme aof bandage; view fiieni also dwelliiig lu telils, sa-
joîîrîing f'or fort>' years, ini a s'asî anid dreary wsiiderîîess;
attacked b>'. etîciiiies, sttuîig 1>' se petits, -lit( iii danger af
perislîiîg ror waîît aof provisiatis; butt stili stipported b' tile
liaii( af Providenîce, aîîd at letugîlu cotîducted ta flic latnd af
Promiise 1Comisider, iii>' rt-îùiw Clîristiatîs, thîls hiîstary, arîd

lu il, belîoid youtî pictured life ! Wlcn file Cbildrcîî af
israel liad taketii possessioni or Canaiaui, hlie' îîiglit Uc said,
in saine seuise. to have obtaitid a selcîieiîî lit iii trti

anid PI apriel>', wiiat settietient, cati ail> miatn le s:mid t()
hav-e abtailled, ta) %V11111 wviii sooti, anîd iti amie ktîasss Ilai
son, bc brotighît the iiessige ttati ias lîrotigi ta llc/.ekiali,
,'Set thitie biouse ini order, for ilit shait die anîd liai live."

'Thtis n'as tlle case w'iti tlle Israt'litcs, bath befare aid iler
tlieir seutlemnîît ii Caîiiî ; tiotwvitlîs.taîîdiiîg, tlierefore,

tfile test wshîicli God hîad diere gi'eu thîcmî, iv'e ratid flic
P)salmîîist speakiug of' axiotier anîd distanti rest still reiliaimi-

ing for the peopile of God, in anoiber and better eouîlly,
thai is, a Ileêavcnlyoanc; and, accordingiy, aitiigli seîtied
in tlic proîniiscd land, yoti bear Ihlmi stili crying out iniftic
ivords of tlic text, 111 in a stratiger in the cartlit.' Let uis,
tiierciore, take tbis for ouir grouind, that liue is a jouruev.
auid man a t raveiler ; and let mis consider wîat minatîer of
persmns, tîpon tbis principle, wu ouglit ta be.

Il file first place, tlien, whierever a traveller înay lic
joitrneyiing, lus iwart is still at home. Nothinig cati weait
his aft!ctionis, for any lcughla i tinie, fron )lis country,
biis bomne, and his famiiiy, ta whireb lie ks rettrning. 'l'le
spirit of mtan is iat a native of this lawer world. Il camr
grigiuialiy froin above * ,and, uipon the dlissolutionl of the
body, it wili retturit ta Cod wbio gave il, ta is own native
country, to file bouse and f'amily or its Hleavculy Fatlier.
Titese, tiien, arc tlic abjects tilit wili alw1ys elliplay aur
thouigbts, if once we arc accilstomed ta regard ourselves as
strangers and Sojouirners iupon eartb. 'lle end aof aut jour-

fie>' ivillilways be li the ppcrîost iu anr minds, according
to flic prccepts delivered in flie scripitires, and tic ex-
amples afforded uis b>' the praphets and apostles :-"Set yotir

-,ffectionis on tiigs above, flot on tliugs on the carth. Seek
those things that are above, wliere Christ sitteili on the
riglit baud aof God. My sotil biath a desire anid loulging ta
cilter iuta tile courts af the Lord ; wlieî shahl 1 came and
appear before God ? I desirc ta depart, anid ta Lie with
Christ. Le-t nis go forth, bearing aur reproacli': for liere
wye have tno camîîinuiug city, but seek mie tao coic.''

'ilitese arc (lie desires and expressionls of mien like auir-
selves, encomîpissed witi the saine iufîriiîies ; atnd if Uic>'
ire tial ours, the reason ks, because w~e ulistake or forget
auir real condition iu tbis present warld ; wc coîîsider aur-
selvses ut honme, 'hîen, il) tact, we are abraad and iiioit a
journey. Buit, aitiiougli tbe traveller's first atîd cliief du-
Jiglit ks the recollectiouî af bis homie, whiclî lies as a cordial
al. bis becart,(aîîd refreslies Iiilm es'erywlîerc, and mtail times
and seasolns) >ct thîls daes naot, by man mans, pres'eît Iiii?
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