
te~c~î he erires. i

for, and tlîat lie shjould bc ftie tirst that shouid risc froin the
tiead, ând sho,'id show liit uuîto the people and to tuo Gentiles,"
Acts Xxvi. 1112, 123.

'lle belier of tlie aposties' doctrine was never separatcd
from thue observance of thie ail things wliich Jes-is Christ cont-
inanded his disciples te observe. Noute were considered by
thein as believers of the former, but suchi as obeyed the latter;
IEvery euie," said Jesus, Ilth at is of' flue-ruth henreili mry

voice," John xviii. 57 ; sec aise Johin x. 27 ; i John iv. 1-r).
The instilutiens, ordinances, and commandmients,' te which flie
disciples attended, grew out of flie doctrine, and were net colin-
ted grievous by any who received the love of the trutlî. A con-
sidorable part of the New Testament is employed about these
things ; and their importance appears from this, as wvell as many
other consideratiens. Lt was net engugh with the apostles that
men were converted te the faith, they aise exhortcd them, both
by wvord and by tetter, te continue in it, and te stand fast, and
liold the traditions uvhich they had delivered them, 2 Thess. ii.
15. Jesus spent forty days speaking of the things which con-
cerned bis kingdomn, Acts i . 2. Paul dweit two whoie years ini
his own hired house, preachilîg this kingdom. Acts xxviii. 30, Si.
And a principal object evident in ail the apostolic episties, is te
lead the minds of the disciples into the tlîings te be observed ini
the churclies et the living God. The church is the piliar and
g«rolind of flic truth. It is by the charch the manifold wisdom of
God is displayed. Chiirclies aitering, adding te, or ncglecting
the cemmandments of Jesus Christ, are by the apostles reproved
and admenished in their episties, for net keeping the ordinances
as they delivered thein, 1 Cor. xi. 1, 2. xiv. 36, 37. The apes-
tIcs did net deliver one form of order te one church, anud a dif-
ferent kind te, another church, but they ail tauglit the same
things every where in everv ehurch, 1 Cor. iv. 17. If the
churches did as they were ceznmnanded, the apesties rejeiced in
themn, beholding their order, and the stedfastness of tlueir faith
in Christ. Disciples then had flot iearned the distinction which
is common uvith many new, of essenlials and non-essentiais in the
things belongring te the kingdlom ef God. People were then es-
teemed Christ's friends if' they did iviaisoeveir le conimanded thei..
As the Jews were te hear Moses and thie Prophets, se Christ'%
disciples ought to hear him and bis Apostles. « 'This is mny be-
loved Son, in %vhom 1 arn weil pleased, 1îeatr ye Ila" We are
of God : he that knoweth God heareth us ; lie that is net of God
heareth net %is. llereby knew we the Spirit of trutli, nd the
Spirit of errer," Mat. xvii. 5 ; I John iv. 6.

It has net been the principal object in the prereding re-
marks, te consider what the Scriptures declare conceîrning Jesuis
Christ, but merely te show, that both the Old and New Testa-
inents chicfly testify of hini. As it is of eternal, importance fier


