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mtains some of carth's. faircst portionis,
usyriads are stîli in error, and inuclo r.e-
mains to, ha donc befiine ancient systems of
religion whoily dccay. Those, howevcr,
vçho rend and take an intercst in the cause

of missions and the cause of Christ, cannot
but fée and safcly assert that the power of
superstition is flot -what it once was. Look
at Japan. 1'Not long since the gover:.i-cnt
forbiide ssny Choristian froni Setting foot upoti
ilheir soil under pain of dcach ; and a na-
tire wlio left bisIhome and Nvent abroad to
a Christian land, and rcturned again, suf-
fecdthe samne penalty. Frc communiica-
tion, howeyer, cau, now be held witli that,
people. Look again at the Hindoo, wvho
ver bias au ardent love for bis is, and
see liov many of tisem are noiw losing their
reverence for them, and Missionaries are
witnessing whole familles o? Christian con-
verts from Hiindooismn worsFipping the
truse God without the fear of molestation.
Glance again at Damnascus, and what a
wonderful movemeut has of late taken
place among the Malsommedans there.
Only at the rlsk of bis 111e could tise Ma-
hioumedan beconie a follower of Christ,
aud yct in Pamascus we flud of late ne less
than 3000 desire to become Christians, hav-
issg regular prayer meetings, and prayiug
to our Saviour to lead themn eut of dar-_
ness into liit. To cxecute the old law on
s000 wousld bc impossible, and the number
of couverts is increasing every day. And
when we look nt Romanism, is it flot the
case that it lias less hold upon the corn-
amoa people than formuerly ! Tisetime once
w3s, if an anathema issucd from the Vati-
cau, not only Nvould m'sen but aiso kings
ad queens wossid tremble. Now an an-
athcma gives but little alarm, and but
little heed is paid te ht. And why is this ?
jsîst bccaus5s fatith in the P1ope is less and
constantiy diminising. And whcn -we
observe ihis deeay in systemai of error, is it
neot most rcmnarkable, and is it isot st holy
erdering of the God of Providence! And
wliat is still furtht-r remarkable la, that
these changes are going on amang different

pp at the same time. Ilave we flot
tisen in this favourabie rtymptom noticed
a rnanifest sippearance of the great elsings
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the Lord o? the Harvcst is going te do.
Truly, ivhcn we sc what wonclrous
changes are heing cffected, should not, our
contributions be draîva forth, and have we
not ample encouragement to prosecite the
Missionary enterprise iih rcdoublcd eu-
crgy and vigour 1

STATISTIOS.
Preshyteries are remindcd tîsat it is new

time te colct the Statisties forl1870Oand te
send theni to Professor Mlngto tbu
tabulatcd and publishcd in tise Record.
Prcsbyteries were too late last year. We
hope thant no time v' il] bc lest, and that tihe
blanks of hsst ycar will be lllled this year.
The order of Synod is that the Statistics
must be printed ia the June Record; but
ns Rev. Mr. Hlouston well observes tlsey
xnight be pubiished la March as well as in
June. Tise Syriod ivould ne donbt be de-
ligited if Professor McKnight could report
tîsat; ail tise Presbyteries promnptly respond-
cd te this call and that the Table was crni-
pleteisefore the end of .April.

SaysbIr. Houston, is the Advocate:

The Statisties to be of reil value ouglit
te be as accurate as possible. Averages or
supposition should be avoidcd wlsere a Yery
little trouble would procure tise exact thing..
Tisere is of course ne wish te deeîve, ati
lenat we wvill assume that there la noue, ant15

yet tisere 15 deception. For example, iw,
setcing down the nunibers in attcndanco one
public worship or nt the prayer meetings-
we fear that strict accuracy is net alwals-
ohservcd. It is vcry easy te, be exact here,
it is net easýy, it is ail but impossible, te be
exact lu giving spiritual results. It la
worth while beuing censcientious intise litlo.

if they be lttIe, as well as la thoe.-
Oitappear tub fmore impotan~ce-.

Acadia Miisaloi2i

We have receiec from the Convener «of
the Consmittce havihg superiiitendence of
this.Nlissioù tise report of Mesrs. Paradis
anid Pelletiers of their smnmer's work iù
the Lciwcr Provinces, wlsich we shail baye
pleasuxe k ilnsertingjin. oser noxt nuxuber.


