
BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

THE BRITISH AMERICA CORPORATION.

It Is stated that the British America Corporation wili
woric the Great Western steadily. he shaft has recd
theo 100-foot level, and the ledge continnes to show a good
body of ore. witli satisfactory valis. The shaft is of
double compartmeont, and Suptrinitenldent Moynahan is
now at work steadlly sli.king and tinbering. Since the
iritish Amerlea Corporation took charge. the shaft, be-
sides being thoroughly repaired, lias been sutnk pîracticalIy
thirty fet. The drawbacki at present Is the lack of power
for drills. At present the drills arc beting operatedI by
steam, but the bolier capacity Is hardly more than enoughi
te work the punmp and the holst, so that the drills are ham-
pered for motive power. Now that. the Britishî Anerica
Corporation lias secured the Coluinnha and Kuotenay mine,
more properties are te be worked in the viclnity, Arrange-
monts are being made to commence operations at once on
the Royal George, on the east side of the Columbia and
Kootenay mountain, about half way between thi milk
ranch and the Columbia and Kootenay. For the present
work will be confined te stripping the claim by surface
sluicinig, a method but little used heretofore in this camp.
MIIlk creek wil be dainmed and Its waters diverted se as te
flow over the claim, and by washing away the surface soil,
expose the minerai formation. There is a, pronilsing lead
of copper ore on the Royal George, and as soon as the
property has been prospected lin this manner a shaft will
be started te open the ledge.

ELECTRIC POWER FOR ROSSLAND MINES.

On the 12th instant a meeting of the West KZootenay
Electric Iower & LIolit Company was held at Rossland,
when %ir. Oliver Durant was elceted Presidont; Mr. W. M.
Donell, vlce-president; Mir. J. B. MicArthur. secretary;
lîr. J f. Smith, treasurer. The directors Inctude Sir
Charles Ross, hart., and Mir. C. R. Hosepr, the latter the
well-know man of the C. P. R. The plant of the companv
at Bomnington Falls is now complete and in shapn to gen-
crate electricity. AIl that rouiains before the company
delivers power te the mines of the Rossland camp, is the
completion of the local sub-station and the finishing of the
line. Unless extraordinarlly severe weather sets lin this
wili be donc inside of thirty days, and the company Is con fr-
dent that it will bo operating by May 15th. Contraets for
supplying power have already been closed with the War
Eagle Company and the British Coluimbla lillon Extract-
Ing Company, while negotiations are pending for furnilsh-
lng motive force for four other properties.

THE CHANNE MINING COMPANY.

This company is now buslly devel 'ping its copper prop.
crties on lansen Island. On these there is a woli-deined
lead. A few weeks' work has alrcady been donc, and sink-
lng on the ore chute is proceeding. Some five tons of ore
are being shippedi at once to the Vivians' smelter at
Swansea, South Wales, whitlier It is exnected shortly te
make regular fortnightlyshipments averaging over twenty
tons. The lcad is stated te bc live feet wide, cuttiig
through a good siate formation. The Channe Company Is,
as a resuit of past mine claim sale transactions, the pos-
sessor of £25,000 of stock in the Gold Fiolds of B. C., Lin-
ited. These will tn due course be realized, and If, as ex-
pected elther, at par, or possibly at moderato premlums,
the amount thus secured will be utilized in part te pay a
substantial first dividend te the Channe Company stock-
holders. The authorized capital of the company noW
stands at $250,000.

TUE SCOTTISH CORPORATION OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

This new lritisIi company lias asked the Investing pub-
lie for £50,000, omît of a total capital of £100,000. The
directors include ne well-known prominnt mcn, the local
board of British Columbia being composei of Major J1. M.
Ariimstrong, Mir. W. J. C. Wakofield and àir. .J. L. Mf.
Fraser, all of Rossland. The two first-named are contiected
with the Le Roi. MIr. Fraser Isalso consulting egineer of
the companiy.

The prospectus says that the properties acq'iired by the
companLy have simnilar indications te the ledge in the Le
Roi and War Eagie mineg, whicli enables the proprletors
modestly to declaro that the properties secured are "of the
very choicoet of minerai laiid." Tliese boomsed properties
are the Queen Victoria grii. about ten miles fromt ltoss-
land ; the I'isaadti Lorenza, about a mille castof ltossiand
the Rabbits' Nest, four ar.d a liait miles niorth of Rossland;
and the Ramîî's florn in the samie vicinity. The vendor Is
MIr. Charles Bachian, and lie lias fixed the price at the
very big suime of £40,000, payable in shares om cash, at the
option of the directors. It is stated tiat 50,00( shares arc
te be held lin reserve and issued as required. Clearly a
better concern for promioters tiian stockholdors.

THE CARIBOO HYDRAULIC.

Work at thlis mine will be resuieid lin abont a fortnight.
lany of the employes of provious scasonq are already at

the mine, adiid the manager, Mir. J. B. Ilobson, will bc there
aiso a few days before the end et the motith. Much o the
carly work of the present season will consIst of further
diteli naking, luvolving many miles of additionai water-
course construction with a view te Increase greatly the
hydraulie working of the ninme and probably double the

number of gold-gravel working days li ordinary seasons.
Ere the season of 1898 closes tis, the most Important
hydraulic gold minle of liritisli Columbia, siould be pro-
vided with ai ample supply of water for all possible r-
quiremeits. It is to be hoped, too, that as a result of the
coming season's work a first dividend of fair amiount may
reward the patience and good work of those interested in
a very solid undertaking, backed by some of the strongest
financiers and slirewdest business men of 'Canada.

TUE ATHABASCA.

Tiis Nelson gold mining property is lin course of trais-
fer te a strong Englishî syndicate. the purchase money
beling li part payable ln shares of the new company. It Is
expected, as -a result, that the stockholders of the Atha-
basca will realize a profit on thoir stock ln addition to the
shares lin the new company transferred te their credit. It
is also stated that the neworganization will provide further
developmcnt capitaI'o the extent of $100,000. A ten-
stamp mill will be erocted at the mines withouit delay, te
treat such part of the <"oc as is capable of frec milling.

THE DONALD.

OperationS have been going on ai winter on the Donald
claim, on Flat creek, seven and a half miles from Illicillo-
waet. The property is in under bond from the original
owners, D. Wolsley and W. H. Caldwell, to a Vancouver
company. Seven men are now at work, who are running a
tunnel te strike the shaft, which has been suînk elghty foet
on the vein. The proposition is low grade, but a very large
cre body has been exposed during develeomeit, and there
Is every indication that this property will turn out a very
valuable oie.-Itevelstoke Harald.
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