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have very intimate professional associa-
tions with Mr. Iteloze and his calleagues
of the Columbla and Western Raflroad,
and cannot therefore but regard It in a
friendly ways true also that Mr. Heloze
2 ur has been “persony grate” with the
Provinetud Government membeis in gen-
eral.

But the Hon. Col. Bakar, M. PP, is,
as Miuister of Mines, likely, however,
associuted as ho now s with the C. P.
R. in colllery anld other fudustrinl entor-
prise, to ba by uno meaus wufevarably
dispused to Sir Willtam Van Horie and
his Company. And it s “quite in the
cards" too that the Heinze groap of cap-
ftalists may fu the end come to terms
with thelr great ratiroad competitor, be-
Yeving in this case that the maxim holds
that It iz good to agree with thine ad-
versary quickly”—when the lutter is as-
suredly the stronger.

The Coast-Kootenay railroad projec-
tors can probably bo satisfied withouy
grave difficulty by the C. P. R, and their
possible opposition may therefore in all
probability be regarded as ‘‘quantite
negligenble.”

Prophesy as to public affuirs is hazar-
dous, in & world where, a3 world ra.
nowned statesman once remarked, *‘the
unexpected always happeus.” But this
notwithstanding, we opine strongly to a
peliaf that the 1esult of the Turner-Van
Horne conference will no’ in the end dis.
sppoint the C. P. R.

A CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE.

Mr. Bratnober, who has lately visited
Alaska in the interests of the Rothsehild
syndicate, thus speaks from information
carefuily gathered 1s to the prospects of
the Clondyke. Ile utterly revudiates
the prophesy that the Clondyke will
yield 837,000,000 next year, and says:

“The district will probably produce
five to six million dollars during the
twelve months we are now ewntering
upon. Considering the age of the camn
and the stupendous difficulties to be
overcome, $6,000,000 will be highly cred-
itable to the country and means that the
proplicsied 850,000,000 may mareriatize
in the vourse of 4 fow years,”

‘This is more ke the possibiiities of
the case and bears out exactly what all
old Cartboo miners have long asserted,
viz., that the Clondyke, chilst a much
harder and more expensive countey, will
probably not better the record of the
famous Cariboo placers.

ASHCROFT WATER WORKS.

Now that Ashcroft is again becoming
2 busy mine suoply ceantre and as such
certain to grow speedily in population,
waterworks are becoming increasingly
necessary. Mr. Shields has, it is learnt,
succeeded fo raicing the necessary cap-
ftal and he will be:in the work at oucoe
of putting in an adequate plant.
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A TERRIBLE OUTLOOK.

! mines, tot ohiy in the Unfted States,

it is just reported on the anthorits of

muny o fugitive miner makine south-
wiards s fast as he ean to wiater, thet
in
Dawsan, whh  cnly winter sappifes
enongh for abont a third of them aud
19 prospect of provisions getting Jn, Ax
many will therefore Ieave as can, though
the diffculity of cmerging in the winter
weither that has now closed fn by the
Yukou is very great. Grava disaster is
consquently feared for many & Dawson
and the worst of conscquences are also
apvrehended far wany ill-supplicd gold
scekling wanderers that are yet on th.
mountain traits or in the passes, Itun-
dreds, if not thousands, of poor decelved
people who mado for the Yukon all too
faty in tho seasun will execrato tho very
name of the utterly conscienceless boum
city of Seattle, whizh richly deserves in
vetribution %0 luse the expected large
outfitting trade of the coming  spring.
Much of this wiil in any case be diverted
to Vancouver, and somo also 19 Victoria,
as # result of the combined Influcucy of
Canada's import duties and the project-
ecd fast and easy rall, steamsaip and
staye service which the C. P 1. will {g-
augueate ere April nex: via Vancouver,
the S:lekeen river and Teslin fake.

MANAGENENT OF MINES.,

There §s a cluss of people tnvesting in
wmines, who, from a somowhat limited
acguaintance withh the preseat coudition
of the Industry, tmavize that the man-
agement of a mine i~ an orcupation
which any one, without formes experi-
ence fn the business «f mining 8 capaile
of mauking a success. They seem 1o
think that a mine is ot =voonuymons tenp
with & mtue of went:e Chat beesuse
mining is a great «: o L-pradneing in-
dustry, their mine -~ sively a flow-
ing spriug fram wh .- vy wre

“s

pour 0at, undar the v wed sug
vision of & poor rei has {a

in oth:r lines of Tuves
with this idea are + Bagl:
They wry not residc Jdstriet
posafbly, the eoms t the .

is tocted, and nal.. .o -clre to b,

represaated in the inaaciad managemens
of the concern by a {riend or jopresenta-
tive in whom they place hnplicit trast,
This Isu good motive, If thelr reprosen-
tative In charge has scuse enough to
krow Lis cwn weakuess, and bives a
cousulliag minjug engineer to periodi-
cally dircct his actious and give the
uneeassary techaleal advice, or cmplovs
#n experienced manager who knows the
wining and metailurgy of the ore the
property produces, voth of which wars
Are an oxtra expense on the mine.  ‘Diis
fe: .ure of incompotency in mtne maa-
agement bhas been the most  profific
cause of failare of British ov foreigy
capital to earn dividends and make s
snccess of the operation of 2l kinds of

Dthie

bat fn other eountries.  Somo capitalists
do not scom ionndarannd the faet that
sgeenssfrl operstion of o winhee
goneern b thews times reanives o tang

Busigest waiineg in mwiain . avee and

i

. cash

¢ t00 well how seuteo Yhes ars, aad

© Canada, 3,140,000

ahove the Grralifienticn o,
orainary commereind tuet dntrade aud o
the jnasagenient of wor e,

The use of Loge piaats by the npeea-
ot of low arade gro hos choanenea Y -
mining and wetalinger of alaost w't
minerals, and mau evpe, feveed mcage
moent necessary.,  Iho hoaansn mibee
which s rich enoagl, o ta savak, s o
run itselly 15 nes seching a purehaser
wheu it Is foand, for the owners know

hevassitly

w1}
not sell s they peefer 1o work o 2 smgl
scale, and inerense the enterprisy {rem
the profits of mininz, At the present
titae thy ciass of propeeties vequiting
tho fnvestment of more capital, areof
che class which geod the mest experieie-
ed managument.

Tho above qiotation fram the Maetal-
turgicat Jouraal, of Lous Aageles, weits
ten with specizl view 1o the Uuaited
States, guiwe as truly apolies tv B.C.,
where alveady some Bridlsh capital in
is In seversl weli-known cases semnining
unproductive through ek of capable
wmanuagement,

THE WORLD'S SILVER PRODUC.
TION.

The past year's silver throughout the
world approximated to 172,500,000 az.,
compared with 169,180,000 oz fn 1895,
126,095,000 oz. in 1890, 91,610,060 oz. in
1885, and 74,793,000 00 1830, ‘I'Lie Lnated
States and Meaico are. of conrse the two
teading producers. Bolivia comes third
with a yeur's return of 22,500,000 oz,
Ausiralasia comes fourth with & veurly
return of 18.200,000 o0z.; then Germauy,
with 6,100,000 oz.; Chile. 5,200,000 0z.;
Spain, 3,600,601 vz.; Peru, 3,308.000 oz.;
Austris-Hungary,
2,300,000 oz.; Japan, 2,250,000 oz.; Col-
ombia, 1,750,000 oz,

THE GREAT WESTERN, OF SLO-
CAN.

On the 15th inst., the Two Friends
Mine, Limuted, of Vancouver, completed
the final paywent on this mine, and the
Great Westera is now the absolute prop-

i erty of the Two I'rlenas Company. The

prive which was paid for the mine (£50,-
O34 In eash) is. it is believed, tho largest
conxiiierition paid by auy local
company for 13 mine.  Shipmauts cone

© tinne steadily, and development is pro-

grossing faveradly in Ne. 3 and 4 tunnels.

" I'ha buildings for the men have beer

" eampieted,

a'%0  snowsheds, and are

ot nomast sudntantial and confortable

»

character, gud will enable the work in
the tunuels ta be carriod on ol winter,
‘The directors are confides 2s to the ia

| creased prosperity of the Company.



