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months, They would rather sco a bird suffer overy day, enjoy
secing the fight, than to have their gousitivo system shocked
by the cxhibition of a sccond's pain the cffeot of which would
bo to cause the bird to have a peaceful life_thereafter, freo
from the interruption of fights and quarrels. To ono of theso
writers I wrote askiog him if he cver saw the operation of
castrating an animal performed. Heo replied that he had not.
Why did be write such stuff thca 2 'Well he supposed it
must bo terrible. I invited him to be present and sce moon-
ponizge & cockerel, and then he would be able o write moro
tutelligently. Ho camo, I asked him to tell me just when he
thought the bird suffered any very severe pain, after I had
capopized him, and had given him his liberty, not befurc.
This is promised, and would watch every movement carefally.
In threc mibutes the operation was completed, and this was
his verdiat : *“ Mr. Dow, your bird did saffer.”” ¢ Well, tell
me when” At two different times ; one when you ozught
bim in bis pen to carry to your table, and again when you
lifted him off the table to put baok in his pen, He ‘squawked’
and struggled awfully at each of these times, and really
gasped for breath.” I thaoked the gentleman and asked him
to do me one favor, when he ever wrote apything about the
suffering the bird experienced in being eaponiszed, that bhe
wonld qualify the same, by giviog the result of his observa-
tions, and tell the publio just at what period he witnessed the
e;bibition. He promised he would, and we went to look at
the pigs.

Lgtg:very poultryman caponize the cookered he has that
he does nct wish to preseres for breeders. He will gaia in
two ways, The bird will gain 40 per cent. in weight, of any
breed, and if for sale he will bring 40 per cent. more in price.
These two features make together a very haudsome profit,

Beyond tkhe gain in weight and price, a capon isa bird
that is seldom if ever sick or ailing, They are always strong
and well, I never yet saw a sick capon. They become dooile,
quite ewsily handled and cared for, and consume less food
than any other fowl,

Two years ago I made the cluim that by removiog the
proper testicle I could control the sex ¢” fowl. Later experi-
ments only confirm these previouely made, and I fully believe
it cap be done, Since X advanocd this idea, other peopls have
taken it up, and in the Fanciers’ Review of March Ist I see
that a person of St. Lonis is of the same opinion, He states
that by removing the right testicle ho sucseeded in obtaiving
300 pulicts and po cooks. In removing the left testicle he
hatohed forty cocks and no pallets,

Gro. Q. Dow.

Rockingham County, V. H.
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 TREATMENT FOR EGG EATING

I havo found that the beginning of this trooblesome condi-
tion in the poultry-yard is frequendy duc to overfatness in
the hens, From this cause comes soft-shelled eggs, which arc
eusily broken under tho layer. When once 8 hen has had a
taste of the contents of the soft-shelled package her appetite
for a similar diet is not easily satisficd. Tho best treatment
is to rednoe the flesh as quickly as possible, not by withdraw-
ing the feed, as many anwisely do, but by feeding solely sach
ege-producing feods 28 cut olover steamed and mixed with
oat meal or middlings and bran, whole oats, lean meat or
ground meat and grouad fish (which has most of the oil ex-

* tracted), togethor with an occasional feed of vegetables, omit-
.. ting potatoes. In this way the number of eggs will not be

diminished, but rather inorcased, for a hen will not lay well
when fat, and at the same time the shells will resume. their
normal thiokness, In tho meantime take a stout pair of sois.
sor3, and clip off tho horny tip o° the upper mandible, Clip
it back'nearly, but not quite o the quick. It is simply horn,
tand will oause no moro pain than eutting the fioger-nails, It
is the sharp point that the hep uses in breoking into tho egg,
and though it will soon grow out agaia aftor olipping, yet in
the meantime tho habit will have been somewhat broken up,
aud the shells made thicker, Tho nests should also be arran-
ged 80 us to be in semi-darkpess, Yot them be entered by
the hen from tho rear io such & manner that no direot light
can fall into them, and never have them so that the hen will
havo to jump down upon the nest, are frequently bro

ken in this way, even when not soft shelled, and the habit
thus acquired, « )

I koow of no hetter treatment than the foregoing, when
the trouble has once heguu, as it is but a fow moments’ work
to out the bills of ahundred fowls, and this a2n be doncevery
two weeks if the habit is not broken, The latter will rarely
be acquired, however, if the two precantions in regard to nests
angd non-fattening feed are corefully obsorved, Corn has no
plave whatover in the feed of layiag fowls, It is diffionlt to
keep them from becoming too fat, even when forced for epgs
with the non fattening foods already mentioned, and it musy
be plain to any one who has given any observation to the mat-
ter that a soft-shelled egg is never laid unlegs the author of it
is either fat, or out of condition in some other way.

Apother paint to be born in miad is the keeping of the
fowls busy scratching from morning till night, for the satanio
majesty of evil finds some mischief for idle hens fo do, as well
ag for human bipeds. ’

WesB DONNEZLD.

Lincoln County, Me

FROM WESTERN NEW-YORK.

VaLue oF Recorps—MisTARES IN FBARLY SowiINGg AND
PranTing—BuapoCK POk THR Maagor—"TURPENTINE
¥OR-THE FLEA BRRTLE.

Eps. Counrry GENTLEMAN--One great advantsge to be
derived from keeping notesof your farm or garden operatioss,
year by year, is that yon are enabled to refresh your memory
from an snbually increasing stock of memorands as to mis
takes made or successes soored; by making good .use of thew,
after a series of years' triels, 2 farm or garden can be made
to yicld .its utmost and beoome thoroughly tractable in the
hands of its owner. For instauce, a recent perasal of my own
rotes has Jed me to the conclusion that sowiag or plantieg at
the earliest possible moment the 80il can be worked is of no
advantage—in fact, is a mistake, The late Peter Heoderson
advised that the hardicr vegetable sceds be sown in his lad.
tude (41°)—a rule which would apply hera in latitude 43°—
when the thermometer aversged 45° in the shads, tho time
given being from the middle of March to the end of April
-Allowiog the season in the vicinity of New-York city to be two
weeks in advance of that ia donroe county, and taking the
mean femperature of April for tho last four years here, we
find the average to be soarcely 409, the highest being in
1886, when it was 43°, and the lowest in 1888, when it wss
36> ; last year, when wo had a very favorabls spring, it was
42°, the soil temperatare on March 30 being only 33° at

four, ang 36° at twelve juches; the mean of April, however,




