
THE CHRISTIAN.

how do you know your sins are forgiven ? "Because I feel so well.'
Thus be knovs he is forgiven because he feels weil, and feels well bo.
cause ho knows ho is forgiven Ill Like the priest: Let p protestant de-
mand of him to prove the itfallibility of tie Church, and he appeals for
prbof to the Bible. A Deist calls upon him for prmof Ihat the 'ible is
true, and as conclusiveý ev'dence lie adduces the infalliility of the
Chutch! !This is what might be called a logical cirrle, or as Paul says,
" they, measuring themselves by themselves-are not wise." I do most
heartily doncur with the Apostle, that it ic rathera foolish piece of bu-
siness for a man to prove by himself that he is right, or by something
within himself, whiclisthesame thing. Bveftieremiah, many hundred
years before Christianity vas intreduced, knew better than this; for,
says he-" O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself-it is
not in man that walketh Io direct his steps." (x. 23.)"

2d. It is maintained that in order to have frill assurance of our accep.
tance with God, we must absolutely Anow our sins forgiven, and iii order
to this we must necessarily have something better thanexernalevidence:
we mustfeel it We admit, to have full assurance a man must know it.
But let us see ir we cannot know >y external evidence. . There are two
kinds of knowledge-moral and physical. A man's translation into the
kingdon of Christ being a mbral, not a physical-change, and forgive.
ness being not a physical, but a moral work, it follows that it is moral
and not physical knowledge which is the foundation of our assrarice.
But, prove, say you, the distinction here nqade between moral aùd phyiì
sical knowledge, before you predicate an argument upon it. Very vell.
Proof No. 1: " Let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God'hath
made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified both Lord and Christ ?"
(Acts ii. 36). Did they know, by the direct evidence ofeither orahy of
their senses that Christ was crowned King? Certainly not. They lneiv
physîcally, that Peter and the other Apostles were standing béfore therà;
but they knew morally, by the testimony-of others, that Jesus was-coa-o
nated in the heavens. Proof No. 2: " We know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of' God, an
bouse not made with bands, eternal in the beavens-." (ý Cor. v. 1.)
How did the ancient christians know they had a building of God in
heaven ? Ans. By the testimony of the Spirit through the Aposties.
Proof No. 3: " We know that when he (Christ), shall' appear, we shall
be ike him." (,i John iii. 2.) This fect culd not have. -been-known
physically, for it was future; hence as the only testimony they had ýwas-
moral, the knowledge concerning that fact musthave been tmoral know-
Tedge. Thus, the same Apostle says, "I writento you thit believe da
the name of the Son of God, that ye may ktow that ye have eternal
life." (1 John v. 13.) Here we discover that a person èan know a-thing
by witten testimony, providingfe hgye confidence iir the writerý; an'
the only reason why some folks wantother'testirionyth'an thb4Vord:of
God before they can know their dins forgiven, is, thatt1iey are tinctured
with scepticism and do not know it-tbey do not believà>the Bible with
all their bearis. But can a -nan know'a thiig cer4ainly by wrîiten-tes-
timony ? Wbat says Luke ? " It seemed gdòd to me hIso, havingchid
perfect understanding of all tlings from the>very first, to write untot the


