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: FAR AWAY REFORMDRS

New Zeuln.nd is so. distant from the rest
of the world that the average person knows
less about it than aboutsome-other smaller |
and less interesting countries. . Austmlm

as the first of importance in whieh women
had equal powers with men. InNew Zea-
land every person more than twenty-one
years.old has  right to vote for any public
officer. Womeu vote .in some Western
States, bub not for all offices; and in no
country except New Zealand ‘has anything
like a national election been held in which
women were on an equal footing withmen.,
As was expeeted, they were less iufluenced |
by parties than by the character of men
running for office, and a najority of them |-
voted nﬂainsh the liquor interests.

The country which has just taken this
decisive step in politics is still a colouy of
Great Britian, and its eapital, Wellington,
is almost directly oppasite to London on the
globe. New Zealand, therefore,is the most
remote colony under the government of the
Queen, and it is also likely to be one of the
most important.  Its population is not yet

the three principal islands ave to«ether
about twice as large as'New York State,
and nearly as ane as Great Britain and
Ireland. The daysaverage alittle warmer
than in’ New York and London but the
weather is neither so warm in summer nor
80 cold in winter as in England and the
Tited States. There is. heavy. rainfall
and an almost constant west-wind, Inthe
northern island especially the climate is so
fine that it has attracted many settlers from
the British Isles, while the rich soil and the

valuable mines have blounhb many more
nnnu«rmmts.

New Zealand would seem to most per-
sons born in the north tempemte zone g
strange land. At fist sight it is not so very
different in appearance + from hilly coun-
tries with which our readers are familiar.
‘A mountainous ridge runs the whole length
of the islands, and the* ‘highest ,penk, in
the southernmost island/which is nearly all
mountains, rises into the air 12,350 feet.
One point of difference that world soon

suggest itself is the opsy-turvy arrange-
ment of seasons, according to Northern
ideas, Christmas is nearly at midsummer,
and the days are longest about that time.
Winter comes when we,_aro having our
summer, and spring is like our fall, and
fallis like our spring. When Cuptain Cook
landed on the islands in 1760 the ouly ani-
mals on it except men were two kinds of
‘bats, one of rats, and a few lizards. There
are no snakes, and none of the furry cren-
tures which give life to the woods and fields
of America, Tven the fish in the clear
streams and Iarge fine Jakes are small and
of little value as food. Thenativesof New
Zealand, the Maoris, were onee cannibals,
who were greatly feared by sailors, until a
missionary went there, educated them, and
made them Christians,

Since white people have gone to New Zen-
Iand to live they have stocked the islands
Wwith cattle,sheep, horses,and other animals,
and the wool industry is one of the most
important in all New Zealand. The white
people had to import grainsand vegetables,
too, for fow of the native plants can be
eaten. The forests contain ferns of great
size and beauty, and some of the trees arc
valuable for their waod, but most of the use-
ful plants had. to be 1mported New Zea-
Iand, when Tasman found it in 1642,looked
like a remnant of a long-past geolomc age,
and it is like Australiain that man hasto a
very great extent brought its vegetation
down to date.

The Governor of New Zealand is ap-
pointed by the British crown, and so ave
the forty-one life members of the Upper.
House of the Legislature, called the Legis-
lative Council, The Lower House isaado
up of representatives elected by the people
every third year. There are seventy of
them;, mcludmg four Mzaoris, who are
elected by the 40,000 natives who still re-
main. These Maorls look like the other
Pacific Islanders, and speak a language
similar to that of the people’ of Hawau.
Like most other savages who como in con-
tact with cwlhmtlon, they are dying out,
and the time probably is not far distant
when all that is known of the Maori will
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‘ MESSENGER" BIBLE- GOMPETITION‘

TIIE PRTZE WINNERS.

We are alittle later t;h'm we expected to
be in announcing the prize winners of the
first qum‘ter ‘but- ‘better late than never.’

‘ 'ru.a JUNIOR PRIZE WINNERS
are both bO) s and both onlv ten yenrs old,
The first junior prize has been-won by
James Miles Langstaff, Ontario, and.thic
second by Mllhon 1. Morris, Ontano.

THE smmn PRIZE WINNERS
The first prize is taken by |S
Ontario, and the
second by Miss Edna Stone, Ontario.” -

We. congratulate Ontario’ this' time.

are bobh girls,

But are the ‘other provinces going to let
‘their. Ontario friends win nll the ldurels

next time? -
HONORABLE MENTION,
The skétches sent in by the following

‘als0 deserve honorable mention : ~§\,mors,

Nellie M., Annie Libley, W. R., Murie],
Gmlluume, Nona Lee, Walnut, Ambltlous,
Mayflower, Maggie Johnston, Peach Blos-
som,

Juniors -——Re\, D.usy, St. John, Willie,
May, Millie Watson, The Wmter Bird,
Star Bright,

Below we give the prize essays.

THE STORY OF GENESIS, -

In the beginning, God creabed the earth,
When' it was ready for man God formed
Adam and Eve, pure and-loly, and placed
them in Eden with everything necessary
for happiness. They, tempted by Satan,
disobeyed God, thus bringing sin and death
into the’ world They were driven from
Eden; and thongh promised redemption ‘in
Christ, the dxsposltlon to sin tainted the
race.

" Their "eldest son, Cain, murdered*-hi¢

righteous brother, Abel, and wheu the
deseendants of Cain "and Seth became
numerous, they became so exceedingly sin-
ful that God destroyed them by a flood,
from which (in the ark built by Nnah at
God's command) Noah’s family, and seed
of breathing crentures weresaved. .

Afterward, the descendants of Noah's
sons—=Shem, Ham, Japheth—also became
numerous and tried $o build a tower to
heaven, but God confused their languages
and seattered them abroad, thus founding
the different nations.

Although sin abounded, God always had
some fmthful worslnppexs, Abram, eighth
patriarch from Shem, being one.  While
in Haran, God appear od to lnm, called him
into C'um.an promised to give him that
land, ang make from him a great nation.
Abram believed God, so with Sarai, his|:
wife and Lot, hisnephew, went into Canaan,
Having so;ourned in Egypt on account of
f.umne, they finally scttled in Canaan, Lot
choosing the plains of Sodom, Abram stay-
ing at Mamre,

A great war broke out among the na-
tions. The Sodomites wore defeated and
Lot taken prisoner, Abram pursued and
defeated the vietors, brought back Lot,
gave the spoils to the Sodomites and gave
tithes of all to Melchizedek the priest of
God. God again appeared to Abrawm, re-
newing his covenant and promising him &
sOM, Snon, Ishmael, gon of Sarvai's hand-
maid, Hagar, ‘was bom, but God promised
that tlmu«rh Tshinacl should hecome agreat
nation, Sarai should bear son, Isnae, who
should inherit the birthright. God then
instituted circumeision.

God again visited Abvahani, renewed the
promises and granted: Abr: ham’s plea that
Sodoni should be spared if thercin were
ten righteous. These not being found,
Sodom and Gomorrah were desn-oyed but
Lot escaped.

At the moml‘sed time, Isanc was born,
and Jshmael sent away for having mocked |.
him. God afterward tried Abraham’s faith
by commanding him - to sacrifice Isnac.
Abraham ]n'ovmrrfmbhful Godsnved Isnac’s
life and promised still greater blessings
upon them,

Rebecea, gumd dnughter of Abmna.ms

_cnllcd to the instructions given in overy

brother, Nnhor, beeame Isanc’s wxfe, and
twins, ' Esau -and - Jacob, were  born ‘to
them. In Philistia where Isaac had -gone
from famine, God confirmed to hiin the
covenant made with Abmh.un. f

Esau. sold his-birthright to;Jacob: who,
by “deception, also received tlie blessing
Jsaac intended for Esau, and so had to flos
from Esau to his mother's, brother Laban
ab Padan-Aram whose shepherd he became,

God greatly blessed him,he married Laban’s .

+| daughters, Leah and Rachel, and many
children wero born to him. Laban not
paying him just wages, he collected his
possessions and dt.p'u'ted sceretly. - Laban

pursued them, but finally pm'tt,d from them ]

peacefully. "ISOBEL.
JUNIOR PRIZE ESSAY.

-God crented'he,wen, earth, sea and.all |
.| that in them is in six - days.’

greatest work was the creation of man. Ou

the seventh day God rested and thus in-

stibuted the Sabbath.

- Adam and Eve were placed in the g'u'dvn A
of Eden with permission to eat of any tree |- [§

in the garden except one.. Satan, disguised

as a serpent, pursuaded Eve with ﬂ.tttermn .

promises to eat of the forbidden frult
She gave to Adam.

by God and questioned, Adam blamed Eve
and Kve the serpent. God eursed” Safan,

drove Adam and Eve from the gnrden, b}
the same time mercifully promising themu N

Saviour.

Cain and Abel were Adwm’s sonas, the .. >
one a farmer, the other a shepherd. Both |

went at one time to worship. Cain seeing
Abel’s sacrifice accepted while his own was
rejected, became angry at his brother and
ﬁn.l.lly killed him.

After a while, people became so wicked
that God sent a flood which destroyed all
but Noah and family who were saved in
the ark, God afterwards made a covenant
of which the rainbow was a .sign that a
flood would never again destroy the earth.

‘On the world again becoming wicked,
God called Abram from Ur to go to C'.mnn.n,'
to become the founder of the Hebrew na-
tion. .

He wandered about with ;
When about ninety years old, God appeared
to him, changed his name to Abraham and
pxomlsed him & son in whom all natlons
should be blessed,

At Manre, angels came to him to foretell
the birth of his son and the destriiction of
Sodom. Abraham pleaded with the Lord
to spare the city if fifty, forty-five, even
ten righteous could be found. God granted
his request Soon after Isaac was born,
and when about twenty-five years old, God

alled Abraham to offér him as a sacrifice,
Abraham obeyed, took Isaac to Mount
Moriah and was about to slay him when
God interposed. A ram caught in the
bushes was offered in Isaac’s stead.

" After Sarah's death, Isnac married Re-
becca, Twenty years afterward, Esau and

Jacob were born. The one became a
hunter, the other a shepherd.” One day
Esau came in faint and hungry from hunt-
ing and found Jacob with pottage pre-
par wed. On Esaw’sasking forsome pottage,
Jacob took advantage of his wenkness to
gain the birthright. Again, when Isaac |y
had become very old, Jacob, with his|en
mother's aid, supplanted his brother and |
secured his father's blessing. Then, afraid
of Tsau’s anger, Jacob left home. The
second night on his way to Haran he
dreamed that he saw o ladder with angels
ascending and descending and God above.
In the morning he was so impressed with
the dream t;h'xb he placed a stone for a
memorial and'made a vow thabt the Lord
should be his God and that he would de-
vote a tenth of all'he had to God’s service,
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HIS Jast and | .

When God afterwards |, fif -
walked in the garden theyboth hid. = Called | ; ¥

his ﬂocks. -
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'ADVERTISEMENTS.
“HOW'TO EARN $100 a month, AGENTS WANTED

. Hundreda of agenta are now enrning 3100, every month con-
" vassing for the fast selling—the Kingoi all eumcﬁpt&on books

Our JourneY Around = World

FRANOISE. OLA tlmtqffhc United
Sacinlki of Christian Endeavor, 226 enumul engravin
 thonsand, Agents ave e 80 to 50 orders & weel
()ne sold 00 in his own towns (;; nnother S 1nd1v 58 in
one Endeavor Boclety; nnother. 182 in 15 da; sells at
gight. Men am women agents wanted everywhere,” Now is
the time. gar-Distance no hindrance. for e Pay Freight
Give Credit. Premium Co{)ies. Free Outfit, Extra Terms, an
Zizclusive Territory, Write at once for Circulars to
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2BABY'S OWN ¢

BREAKFAST-—SUPPER.

CRATEFUL—COMFORTINGC.

BOILING WATER OR MILK.

PLEASE MENTION THE “ NORTHERN MESSEN-
GER" WHEN REPLYING TO ANY ADVER.
TISEMENT THEREIN, THIS WILL ALWAYS
BE ESTEEMED A FAVOR BY BOTH ADVER-
TISERS AND PUBLISHERS,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
.lished every fortnight at the  * Wituess' Building, at
the corner of Oraig and St. Peter streots, in ‘the city

of Montreal, by John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal.
All Dusiness communications shonld bo addressed
* John Dougall & Son." and -all letters to the Editor

should be nddressed Edltor of tho o Northorn
Meascnger . .
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