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LORD ROBERTS ~OF. ‘KANDAHAR

16 -wasin the nature of tlnnrrs thab Freder--

' 1ck Sleigh Roberbs should: hzwe embmced
the military professmn. "For one thing, he
wasan Irishman, - -For another, he was born
in a gallant -and : dzstmrrulshcd rerflment

whose bayonets have swayed the. issue of

Indian battles from Plassey to- Lucknow,
And yet aggin, he had for sire a.noble old
soldier, who began his service almost with
the century, campaigned with Lake zwamsb
the Mahrattas, fought through the -
Nepaul war, marched to Cabul with,
Ke:me and Cobton, and . after ﬁfty
years of Indx'm soldiering was still
a Colonel. " The son of a warrior 80
staunch was bound to be himself a -
fighting man. Born in 1832, Le
received part of his education at
Bton, thus furnishing another illus- o
tration of the truth of Wellington's -
famous s'tymg ‘At the end of his
professional course ab Addlscombe,
he got_ his commission in that finé : -
service the Bengal Artillery, now
merged in the Royal : regiment. -
The outbreak of the Mutiny gave
young Robertshis first opportumty .
In the - hardship, toil, fighting, and
glory of the arduous struggle which
ended. in ‘the reduction- of Delhi
Roberts participateéd in full men-
sure, and thus early in: Ius carcer-
he Imd made for Iumself a‘mame as
one ‘of ‘the most plomlsmg younfr
- officers of the Indian- servwe.

In the column whlch, on- the
fall of Delhx, Greathed led throunrh
the Doab and  onwards’ towards
Cawnpore, Roberts servedi in charge
of the Quartermaster-General s
department. He had a signal share.
in the hot pursuit of the fugitive’
mutineers from Agra,.. and when
Hope Grant succeeded (xreuthcd
he Jomed ‘the staff-of: tha former
fine soldiers. -During . Su‘ "Colin
Campbell’s advance - from ‘Cawn-
pore to Lucknow, Roberts had”
‘charge’ of - the”reconnaissance ser-’
vice, and " Jed the advance from
the "Alumnbagh to the "Dilkoosha. :
He 1b was who guldod the olumn
of IIwhl.mdols and Sikhs, from tho
,M’u‘hlmere through the river .
low gro und to “the ‘storm -G the;
_Secundrnbngh nnd the desper tog__

other .who, ou tho follomng d.v.y,
inthe  face. of a h'ulstorm of bullets

the- méss houee"the ag; wluéli way
to: mdlcnte to Oui tmm :md Hrwe]ock.'. ;
‘the posnblon abtained by the Te-

]ievﬁw"ﬂ>fce ] 'il‘ﬁd who, , '\v"hen' time after
timethe hostlle missiles struck the standard:
doivn, rep]aced it ‘a8 often with dauntless;
resolution. It was during the subsequent
| operations::against the Gwalior contingent
that, in pursult after the. storm’ of the!
village of Khodagunj, Roberts earned the!
Victoria ‘Cross by capturing a st'mdard
from two. rébels sepoys, one of whom he
killed with a, tlcnclnnb sward-cut; -
an mtervnl oE dcsull:rny ﬁ(rhtmg he parbx- o

oipru,téd;with distinetion * in .the  final |
1eductlon of Lucknow, soon after which he
was. 1nvn.l1ded home. On’ his reburn to
Lpdn he took an active and responsible
pait in- the conduet and fighting of the
I-Umbeyla. - campaign, earned distinetion
and promotion .in the Abyssiniin ex-
pedlhon, and was selectcd by Sir Robert
N’Lpler to carry home the despatches
announéing his final success, = His services
ln the’ Loosh-u c'v.mp.nrrn broufrhb lum his

C. B., and on attaining the qualifying
‘rank of Colonel in 1875 he was con-
firmed in the position' of Quartermaster-.
General in India, with the local rank of,
MAJor-G‘reneral .

It was in August, 1878, that Stohetoﬁ'
and "his- Cossacks rode into Cabul; and |
when a month later the Afghan major in |
the Khyber Pass told Cavagnari that ke had
orders to oppose by force the progress of

Sir Neville Chamberlain and his mission, -
Lord Lytton made prompt prepara-
tions for the invasion of Afghanis- .

“tan.,  Of -'the three commands,
the smallest as: regarded force, and -
the Jeast. lmport'mb apparently |

.as regarded apparent opportunities, :
was assigned to.- Roberts, whose
appointment to dny command, in-
" deed, caused some jerlousy, since,

5 albhounrh he was Joeally a Major- |
General, liis ‘substantive: rank at -
the time was that of & major of -
artlllery Whils Brown: had the
.Xhyberline of advance, and Stewarb

" was ditected on Kandahar with |
~secret instructions to make’ Herat
 his ultérior objective, Robert's com-

j-mlssmn was gimply .to occupy th_e

. compd.mtively insignificant Kuram ’
valley Bub the opportunity came
:“to him to fight the only battle of
- the war, and he was not; the man
- to let tho fortunate chance ,evade
" him. The Afghan position on the
_ Poiwar Kotal wais all but inac-
- cessible, but he found his way to

~ . its flank up the ragged .and. pre-
“cipitons Spingawairavine; ‘“amass
* of stones heaped into ridges and

! furrowcd into gulhes,” took the
" Afghans by surprise in the dim
twﬂxfrhﬁ of the dawn, rolled uptheir
" Jeft, shattered. their centre, and

- finally hurled them into headlong .
rout; maintaining the chase of

- them ‘to the Shut;mgnrdan, from
l;he sununit of. which he Jooked -
" down on the Cabul plain, -the
‘hetd of his-column within fifty’
_miles of Shere Ali's eapital: Win.:

“tering in the Kuram valley, the

; meltmn‘ of the snow found him in’

.the spring of 1879 again advanced
- to the Shutargardan, hislittle n.rmy 3
of 5,000 men concentmted behmd
“him ready for the forward order ho
-was expecting, when Yakoub Xhan.”
1ode down tho Khyber, nnd sxnned
-with Cavagnari the treaty of Gun-
"dainuk whicli constitiited the short- Y],

. lwed *scientific' frontier.” Wlulo

the war was in pronless, Robcrts
- had attained the full rank of M:qor '

j Gom-ral - when .it ended ‘he- re- .

elved the thzmks ‘of Parlinment,
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