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o tieal ventlusions, . suggest itself than burning the coal of opr steam mercandilo |
“§ To appreciate their valuo it is necessary briefly to call tofleets. If the defence of theso British coalatorey gbroad i &€
» Bmind the xaliont featuves of our dofensive arranfenients and |be Ieft to sea-going ships, instead of such sfng heing at their,
s fmolioy. from 1859 to 1879.  The first thing of striking import-|proper places” on the high scas, they will bo in war squgly °
euch 18 the %\‘owth of n purely wilitary spirit 5mo'nge§ us, | lyin; oﬁP the coal wharves, Woere tho Borse Guards.tp nd & |
phainly exhib ted b ’tl}o spontancous action of the nation in cava[iry force on any expedition without Bper.lwr&shOQS or
armiog un@ otpanizing itself ivto a volunteor forco of somo|the means of making them, there wou!g be q\genoral Qutdry ;
170,000, binding itself’ to serve for the dofonco of Great Bri-|yet the nation silontly aoquicsces in the despatch of whole,
Jlain only ; thro resusoltation and total ro-organization by suc-|flects, composed of chips which aro complicated masses of i
Jreasivo Governments of the Militia and Yeomanry, a force of [tricato machinery, to ﬁwnt patts of the warld without pro-
wmo 130,000, legally bound to servo only in Great Britain and viding them with means of repair, foating or fixed, and does
Ireland ; the ¢omplete orgenization of our regular army— |not even provide dock accommodation for Wat-dii}@ at suekrlm'.
i horse, foot, and artillery ; the constraction of splerdid | portant ﬁocsas the Cape, British Colymbia, Halifaz, N.S'
fortifications aud military works in the United Kingdom, at {and Que%ec commanding as thuy do ‘he _great gwcaleaqu
| Piymouth, - Portsmouth, Chathhw, &c., which did not exist|from onc hemisphere to the other. In 1859 the tota
ftventy years ago  How, tho wholo of theso great, extrior-{tonnsge of British vessels which entered and | cleared at
j dinary; add ropid movements in a purely #hilifd¥y dircction |ports in the Ubited Kingdom was 13,000,000 odd; in
§ tptin ariginally from a feeling of nationsl insernmity, created |1877 . waa §3,000,000 odd. We have,, thersfore, now
by tho-fallzof tho wational confidence in ths power of “the|four times as great = natjonal stake gn the, Waler, 88 we..
j wooderkiivalls of old England ” to protect theso islahds' from in- [had in 1859, at which period wo commenced giving OUF eXzg
vasionytagd the substitution 'of no smotut of thickress of ar- |olusive attention to purely military arrapgements. I%r'.m'.;.
gmour for wood can win back that blind and implicit” bygone |structive to think affacts such as these, and it cannot ba oo
rust 50 rudely shoken by a practical appreciation of the chango |often repeated that one-half of the people of these iglands are
§ produced by steam  But, besides, all these solid proofs of the {now dependent on over-sea transport fox food. Itigakoa
J quick growth of a purely military spirit, there are othors more |matter for scrious reflection that other nations.are,making,.
¥ rubtle, but nevertheless as sure.  Most Englishmen would now |rapid.strides in naval development, while two new_ naval pow- }
fbe ashamed to acknowledge ignorance of +he broad features of | ers, Germany and Italy, have risen out of the tronbled Europs.!
f the military history of recent wars, or the leading principles of | of the last two decades. R
juilitary operations  The press' and the current literature| An extended position, connected by long lines, requjires a
fitcem with articles from a purely military standpoint. On the [much greater force to maintain it than to attack it. AR in-
fother hand, the Navy. as a soit of abstract quantity of national | significant attacking force can harass sud werry 1'-:.“?.;13 tho ,
poesessity, absorbs no such popular attention, though the ser- | most careful, painstaking attention be paid to stategical.laws,
g vice is, a8 it deserves to be, most popular It would be very|based on accurate knowTedge, and all axrangements ...;e‘;yp,&e
Ibard to find an Englishman, unconnected with the service, who | subject to those laws. . Wl g
ks ashamed. to say ho kuows nothing at all of recent naval his-| We have water-roads 13,000 miles m_leng*.'b:.@m’?‘?‘d?d.by
Jltory, and still less of the broad principles of naval operations|points in British territory, but there is nat 3 place of yefugs
fand arraggements.  The nation gets angry and excited when | where helpless merchant ships in war can find even temporary
Bon iron<clad goes to the bottom, and, from ignorance of paval|safety or security along their whole length. It is evidep} that
Nmatters, generally blames the wrong, but, in the intervals{as the absolute necessity of armxp% our mercauntile marne in. .
ibetween mishaps which must occasionally happen, the popular | war becomes more apparent, so will the value and importance. .
Jlwivd i3 somowhat lethargic, if not vholly apathetic, in its re- |of our fixed points commanding the great water-roads beoore
f'urd of much that appertains to *England’s right arm.”_  |more clear asa great element of maritimo stresgth.  They
B To sum up the ts of our tational defensive efforts of the | must ot merely be protected coal depéts, butgaval storehouses |
Brast twepty years, it may be maid, as regards the army, wo}whore guns, gun-mountings, and ammunition suitable for the |
fitave sought out, defined, and carried out the general princi-|use of the mescantile marine cau be safely stored. |
Bpleato govern our military arrangements, we have taken every| Before offering necessarily brief remarks.on the.colonial por-
Fadvantage of * advancibg seience ” to improve and perfect the | tion of aur subject, 1t may be instructive to summarige Soya
Ndetails ; but with respect to the Navy we have unly used |remarkable changes which, from.a defensive, poiat of view, the
p" sdvancing science ” for the improvement of some detaily, |twenty {qarsjust, closed has brought abgut jn.our 000?‘_’3.1 N
xuch vs ehips, without ever the faintest national effort to seek |tory. ~ We have sinco 1859 witbdrawn regular troops from,all
[vut the great general principles which must guide our navaljour great calonies having responsible govemmcntf,_exogpt aﬁm o
Bamangéments. This is doubly remarkable when it is remem-|{Cape. Iu the iterval which has elapsed the United Eipgdom |
fhered that it was the change produced on naval operations|has gone so far us to sell old sailitary clothing snd mugkets §‘° .
Bty steam that has *ed us so far afoot towards a purely mulitary|Canada, while Canada bas developed a military m"“?‘bba:
fizoal, and caused us, so to fpeak, to turn our back pn those new {of placing §00,u00 men under amms, and, a‘sAar,;L,am.qware,m, ,
$inaral principles which are the very essence of the problem|tendered offors of substantial military assistanceto us within .
Situbinitted by steam for England’s solution; ! the last fow months. The colonies of Australssia ;ﬁge Q )
| As tho annual value of our trade with China and Japan ap-|ized Jocal military forces. and erected defensive works and e
proaches £15,000,000, the nrrangements for supplying and se-{ Capo js at this moment engaged %pmvtdxqg military g’S‘.’“:A
leuring to our fleet in war ample supplies of coal issurely o |of internal local defence, ~Tho West Indian cojonies do °°t X
question of very considerable natipnal importauce , yet it does{eopear to have followed in the same path. :l.:ﬁg csampig 56t
ot command popular sympathy.  But the question of coal]by the mother-country has not been without its ia “E:&"&’?i?; -
supply does not simply concein the power of(fﬁxe British war|children, and, thercforo, it is not surprising to ind | a'\d 3
flests to keep thosea; on it rests the whole complex opérations| naval directions little has been doue.. Canada has. p;ovg i o
of our steam tiade. Steam companies take care to providejherself with a.naval forco of small. ammed_steamers tzlrf A 0,
ample fucl for their wants, and store it at th. most copvenicnt|sermew. , Victoria is distinguished by the pessesion 6}, tho. -,
pints alonfy tho great highroads of the sea. {hvtigh,asa]‘ Cerberus* and, * Nelson,, and a naypl, cstab §b§?§§% &93’%‘3;;,—,
venamal,tule, these vessels. have far supbrior -codl-carrying|350. of all xanks.. Wo may look in vain, elsowhere fox any i
capacity; to any of our warships, they ate novertheless depend- [ vance 8 regards nayal preparations in any ;f,f-‘.’??‘--w 9%‘,-' i
ent on fixed coaling stations, I&we great majority of which aro{onies at all proportionate cither to their militafy pmgr%esdi
ou British territory. The main object of hostile cruisers would, mercantile development, If we cast our eyes towards Judi

glauce at somo facts which may assist us in acriving at prac-[bo to damage our sea trade, and co moro effective hi(ﬁ%ﬁg}.{m :
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