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glauce at snoe facts which May assist us ln arriving at prac- be to damage our sea trade, and ro more ofeotvp ii4o Rl
tital tenclusion , suggest itself than burning tho coal of opr stea Po ,

To appreciate their value it is necessary briefly to call to flets. If tho defence of theso British cçal-storce Wbroaà ',
mind the salient feattres of our defenaive arranfenients and bu left to sea-going ships, instead of such slii a boig at (h *
polloy frjnm 1859 to 1870. The firet thing of striking import- proper places on the high sens, they will in war r e
.neb ii the mwth ·of a purely military spirit amongsý us, lyiug ol the coal wbarves. Were die Horsa Guts4 . I1u 9.
plaiuly -xhibited b tho spontaneous action of tho nation in cavalry force on any expedition without sp. prae oesor ,
'arnnog aqa organmz[g itself into a volunteer forco of some the means of making them, there would b a gencral otittOry
17,00, binding itself te serve for the defonce of Grcat Bri. yet the nation silently acquiesces in the d 'ch of whole,
tain only; tire resuscitatin and total ro-organization by sue- flecte, composed of ship8 which arc compAE I massçe ofa
rssivo Governments of the Militia and Ycomanry a force of tricatc machinery,, te distant patta of the war a witho pro-
êomo ZiÎ0,000, legally bound to serve only in Great lritain dnd viding thei with means of repair, foating or ed, anddoes,
lrdmstd; the loimplete organization of our regnlar armny- net even provide dock accommodation for war-ships at iu im-
"horse, foot, and artilleryl"; the constrtcation of sleIdid portant places as the Cape, Britigh Colgmbi,', Ylaxf..6
fertifidations and military works in the United Kingdom, at and Quéhec comanding as thuy do 'he great p ae n
Plymouth, Portsmouth, Chathtnm, &c., which did net exist from one liemisphero te the other. u 18 th total
twenty y'ear4 ago How, the wholo of thmes great, exttor- tonnagu of British vessels which çutçrçd an, cleagdi At
dinary and tpid movenents in a pnrolY illfUgttt direction ports in the United Kingdom was .13,0_,o>000 oJd4; an
epting r!ginady from a feeling of national inserlinty, created 1877 it yaa 53,00O,000 odd. Wb have,, therfoM, 0W
by '- thilhlo thé -national confidence in the power of "the four times as great a nationat stak qn tþie, !a&ter, a8
woodeitwalls ofl)ld England " to protect these islatidàf ino1 in- had, in 1859, at which poriod we c pnenced giving onr ex
vasiony'od.the substitution of no aienoit of thiohtess of ar- olusive attention tu purely military arrangements. ..
mour for wood eau win back that blind and implicit bygdne structive te think af 1acts such as these, and it cannOt . to
trust se ruddy shaken by a practical appreciation of the change often repeated that one-half of the peoplÀ of thesc J>,anda are
produced by stean But, besides, all these solid proofs of the now dependent on over-sea transport fox. food., t iá alse .a
quick growth of a purely military spirit, there ara others more matter for serious roflection that other nationsaremakl.
subtle, but nevertheless as sure. Most E ni en would now rapid.rtridea in naval developmeut, while twuoeW oiuavI poW-
be ashamed to acknowledge ignorance of e broad features of ers, Germany and Italy, have risen out of the'tiroy4led urpe.
the military history of recent wars, or the leading principles of of the lat two decades.
military operations The press and tia current literature .4n extended position, connected by long line, r req a
teem with articles froi a purely military standpoint. On the much greater force to maintain it tan te att4o it. AD'
other hand, the Navy. as a soit of abstract quantity of national aignif>ient attcuking force can harsas sud worxy it,.uni the
necessity, absorba no such popular attention, though tho ser- most careful, painstakinr attention be paid te sta
vice is, as it deserves to be, most popular It would be very basçd on accurate knowÎedge, and ail arrangemeýa *epade
bard to find an Englishman, unconnected with the service, who subject te those laws.
is ashamed. to say ho knows nothing at ail ofrecent naval bis- We baye water-roads 13,000 miles inJengtle commnded by
tory, and still lese of the broad prnciplea of naval operations points in British territory, but thore, is not a' piao of efged
and uriaugements. ''h' nation gets angry and excited when where helpless merchant ships in war can fnd even temporary
an iron.clad goes to the bottoma, and, frcm ignorance of naval safety or seourity along their whole length. izs evideidM tat
latters, generally blames the wrong, but, in the intervails as the absolut necessity of armin ucaeatife niarpl m

between mishaps which must occasionally happçn, the popular var becomeb more apparent, se will tho valne and umportanqe
mind is somewbat lethargic, if not rholly apatbetio, in ia re- of our fixed points commanding the great water-reads beoçxne
wrd of much that appertains to " England's right arm.'. moro clear as a great clement of maritime strength. 'lxey

To sum up th resuits of our national defensive efforts of the must net merely be protected cal depôts, butq av.etorehouses
past twenty years, it may be aid, as regards the army, wo where guna, gin-mountings, and ammunition-auttable fþgthe
have sought out, defined, aud carried out the general, princi- use ofthe mercantile marine eau be safel .stored.,
ples te govera our military arrangements, we have taken every Befçre offering necessarily brief remara Oc tho'oloixaor-
advantage oeT advancibg science " te improve and perfect the tion of our subject, it may be instructive to surMô.no o
deteils; tut with respect to the Navy we bave unly used remarkable changes which, from.a defnsivpobt cf view, e

advancing sience " for the improvement of some detail, twepty yearb just closed bas brought about in.our colomaius-
duch aships, without even the faintest national effort te sqek tory. Ve have sauce 1859 witba wn reglaer troops fromal

et the great general principles which must guide our naval ou great colonies having responsible guvernment, except the
arrangements. This is doubly remarkable when it is remem. Cape. I, the Merval which bas elapsed the tnitod KiMgdom
bered, that it Was the change produced on naval operations has gone se far as to sell old zailitary cltinug-ani musketa to
ty team that ha,§ 'ed us se fat afoot towards a puaely Vnuitary Canada, while Canada bas developed a meiitary systepi...capale
goal, iàd caused us, se to speak, to turn our back p those n.ew of placing t0O9,U00 men under aans, and, as.aroawaret bus
naval principles which are the very essence o ithe problen ten4ered offers of substantial military ssistnee ,to us withi
tubiitted by steain for England's solution: the last few months. The colonies. f AustraIss, ave <o -

As the annual value of our trade with China and Japan up- ized. local military forces. and erectd efenvewOrca an 0e
proaches £15,000,000, the arrangements for supplying and se- CapO ja at this moment engaged in providing inilitary means
euring to our feet in Var ample supplies of coal is.surely a of internal local defence. The West Indian colomes do not
question of very considerable national importauce , yet it doces spear to bave followed in the saae pth., t Cxamp a set
rn' command popular sympathy. But he qiestion of coal b'y tbo mother-country has not been w tit.tt ene on er
supply des net simply concern the power of the British war children, and, therefore, it às not srprising to fed t m
fleeta to keep the sein; on it rests the wholeeotnplex cperations naval directions little lias been done. anada bas, provdae
of our steam t4ade. Steam companies take care te provide helif with .naval force of small, armed steamers fo
ample fu-l fur their wante, and store it ae th most convenient serdou. ,V.itoria, is diinguished by t on ,aUt
pints alon' the great highroads of the se... Èhtigh, as a ' Cerberus' and Nelson,', and a rAyp hst S t99
g'nelial, these veoala. bave far supiok codl.éarrying 359 of aill anç.. We May 1oo.k vam, e .aeu e p 7; q,
mpacity~t toiy of ouirr¡-shilr.they ;tc neverthelesijepend. vauce 'u regards naval preparaeons m any of o a gi1

ent on txxed coaln tto thc great majority r f wbnch are onies at ail proportionate either te thir miiitary progress or
ol British territory. The main object of hostile cruisers would mercantile development. If we cast our eyceowrds Indis


