
Canadian l!ethodism.43

once a month for social and devotional pnrposes, on the meeting
of their two -preachers after their three- weeks"itour of eleven
townships, -west, north, and east of the town, preaching each two
Sabbaths out of four in the town. At one of these social meet-
ings, the discourse of the Archdeacon, of -York was read, contaixi-
ing attacks on different religious denoniinations, but cbiefly on
the M ethodists. It thrilled the whole, cornpanywho with one voice
insisted that the -unjust, attack and. misrepresentations of the
Aychdeacon should lie hnswered ; and when the question w",a
proposeda3 to who should write the answer, the common. voice
pointed to a yonga preacher, who had. just finished the twenty-ý
third year of bis, age, but not the flrst year of his probation in the
Methodist ministry-the youngest, tho agl now the ýDldest minister
of the Methodist Ohurcli. -Re objected on the .ground of bis
youth, inexperience, -etc.; -but -flnding. bis remonstrances, unavail-
ing, he .prûposed that the Superintendent of the Circuit (the late
Rev. .James :Richardson, D.D.) and himself should -eadh. write
sometbing during their next, tour round the Circuit.;, and -out of
whbat they should both writes> something ruiglt lie compiled t.hat
would meet .the case. This, was assented to ; and&at the next
monthly meeting inqir 'was made as to what -had been doue? in
answer to the sermon of the Archdeacern of York, -when. it was
found tlhattheýSuper-intendent -of the Circuit liad written nothing.
The junior preacher replied that lie had endeavoured, to obey the
wishes of his brethren. Rie was pressed to read what le lad writteu,
wliich lie did, with great reluctance. Tire effect of the paper
(ichel occupied only twenty-seven octavo pages) seemed to lie
electrical; and the publication of it, was instanUty dernanded.
The author remonstrated, -when one of the bretîren present seized
hiar by the arms froin behind, and another wrested the manuscript
frorn bis bauds, and said lie would take it to the 'printer. Seeiug
thbat lie could not recover the manusciript, lie said if it would lie
returned to, him he would not destroy it, but revise aud re-write
it, and grive it, baclc to lis bretilren to, do what they pleased with
it. Tiis was agreed to, and the paper, whicl was written in
-April, 1826, wvas published, under tire title of «'A Iteview of a
Sermon preached by the lion. and ]Rev. John Strachan, D.D., at
York, U3. 0., 3rd of July, 1825, on the death of thre late Bisliop of
Qnebec. By a Met nodist Preacher'"

This '<Review " produced a sensation and alarm scarcely less
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