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of the Churcbi to win ovcr thc future
mothers of our- ]anti to Ronie.

111. -At)9ecIs ;ty5o; I'o/cs/a;/isin.

Thiat sucbi patronage giveni to
tliese convent scbiools is a source of
gyreat weakniess to Pr1otestantismn no
one can tloubt. For a year or more
thiese Protestant youngy women are
as c(>mpletCly lost to thecir own
churclies and scboo]s as the>' would
be if dead. So far as instruction in
the reli 'gion of thecir people is con-
cerned, thc y'ear at the convent
sehool is a b)lank. Thcy reccive
nothing that cari inake thien as
Protestants, stronger ini faith, or
more devoted in spirit, or more
zealous in work,. On the contrary,
every one cao sec that the associa-
tion with those of another faitb, the
bonds of affection formied between
pupil and teacher, the constant icon-
tact with a reliious wvorshîp that
appeals strongly to the senses and
the imagination, must weaken their
attachment to the religion of their
fatherG, and give tberm, unless they
are very strong iii faithi and spirit,
a decided distaste for the unadorneci
simiplicity of Protestant worsbip.

Father Chiniquy is authonity for
the statement that in Quebec seven
out of every ten Protestant girls in
these convent schools become con-
verted to Romanismi; twvo are 'veak-
ened in their own faith., and only one
escapcs unhurt. Let us assume that
in Ontario, whieie Protestantisni is
predominant, the percentages of
those converted and those unburt,
according to Father Chiniquy, are
reversed, that 'vould give us roo
converts to Rornanisrn every year
through the convent systemn in On-
tario. One hiundred young womien
converted to Roilie to-day, means in
twenty years at least eigjhty families,
or four lbundred souls added to tliat
Cburch. L~et the reader rememiber
that this drain upon l>rotestantisni
is an annual one, and that the
loss of four biundred souls means
eighIt liund:;ed annually on a division
th'at wvîll corne some day in Ontario,
to clecide whetber Toronto, like
Q uebec, is to be governed from
Rome or not.
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To inan>' it scemis surprîsing that
so lrean amnount of patronage
sbould be given l)y P>rotestants to
these schools of a rival Churchi.
There arc doubtless many, causes
that have conitributed to tbis. F i rst,
the convent schools Nvcre in success-
fui operationi in Ontario, anid biad to-
somle extent pre-erapted tbe ground,
andi made attendance upon tbemn a
fashionable thing with Protestants,
l)Cforc most of tbe precnt ladies'
colleges were organized. Again, tbe
large nuinher of tbese scbools bas
advertised the convent systemn
througbiout tbe various localities,
and givcn tbeni an amiount of local
patronage tbey would flot have
received otberwvise. Anotber reason
bas been that the Protestant schools,
as a rule, have not received young
children, and that men wvhose faii-
lies bave been broken up by deatb
bave been comrpelled reluctantly to
find shielter and training for tbeir
youing dataghters in the convent
schools. But the chief reason bias
doubtless been tbe low rates offered
by these schools for board and tui-
tion. Let it be remembered that
these schools, unlike niost Protest-
ant schools, are organized for pur-ely,
Church purposes--not as stock coin-
panies, expected to declare divi-
dends. Tlieir rates are put at the
lowest margin of profit, and pub-
lislied in such a ninner thiat they
appear even lower than tbey are.
Accordi ngly the impression bias
gone abroad that these schools are
very mnucl cbieaper than Protestant
scbools. This lias been up to recent
date tbe case, and is now truc to
soîne extent. Whether it be so or
flot, tbe imipression is upon tbe
public mmnd, and very oftcn decidles
the case in favour of tbe converit
sehools. The writer's experience
and observation on tbis subjeet
througbi several years leads to the
conviction that the last reason wvil
account for the greater part of the
patronage bestovcd on the convent
schools by tbe Protestant commu-
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