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sions of novelty and strangeness -with which one lands upon a
foreign shore.. It sceied as thoughi 1 had passcd, at a step, from.
the Europe of to-day into the medioeval times. The ancient gates
and towers, the quaint Itouses, with their fantastic decoraltions,
which line the narrow streets, the v'ery footwaiys, ivrought with.
bine a.nd yellowishli imestone into arabesque patterns, are ail more
like the reproduction of sixteenth-century pictures than ianything
we have seen in the Europe of to-day. The language, too, aids,
the impression; utterly unlike, as it seenis, iu w'ords and in con-
struction, to any of our «western tongues. It -%vas absolutely un-
recognisable. iNTliiisti for place (Platz), Mlose' for bridge, C/irami
for cathedra], Jc7zod for entrance; and so on; I had to give it up!
I bought a humorou3 paper, and trîed, by help of the pictures, to,
understand the jokes; but it was of no avail.

These Bloemians seem very pioud of their language, too; 1 have
hardly ever seen a place where inscriptions in the vernacular on
shop fronts and wvalls were more abundant, or wlîere there wvas a
greater display of placards of every kind. A few leisurely strolls
throughi the btreutýs uf IPrague wuuld have alnioqt served the pur-
poýse of granimnar ani dictiunary ; eslici:illy as several considerate
persons had appended the Gerinan equivalent in a side transIntion.
1 suspect that this bilingrual înethod is beeoiniing more prevalent;
but, as it ha.- obviouzs inconveiik.nces, it must end in one wav.
The wvcaker languagu mubt ,.uccumb, and «hy the law nf the sur-
vival of flie fittest, the Geriaan ~iilli ecome universal in theb
Austrian E-mpire, ab in tliuse uf the northern federation. As it i
the tw'u languages are taught in ail the national sehools: and
every ou abuve the puurubt has to carry on hu-sine.q! in both, aî
rnethud wvhicli inay inake capital Iinguilsts, but is ýapt tn «he di-
tracting.

The sighits of P>rague are clicflý iii t1ue streets, ,and these to tbi-
stranger are unfailing in their quaint attraetiveness. There k'
nothing very picturesque in tlic costumes of the people, exeept.
indeed, in the dress of the police, a, dark-colourecl long coat, wvith
boit and a plume of dyed cocks' feathers in a dark feit hiat. They
stood about înournfully, as having littie to do in a busy, good-
ten>pered and wve1-conducted population. The numiber of book-
shops w&S remarkable, in every quarter of the town; the photo-
graph's in the shop wvindows were literally innurnerable.

It is frorn the Carlsbrticke, the ancient bridge over the Moldau,
that tho spectator best apprehends low boautiful for situation is
this ancient city. A gateway and tower guards ecdi end of the


