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the British and American authorities to induce them to return,
but all in vain. They had come to stay, and, inasmuch as they
behaved themselves remarkably well, their urgent requests for
reserves were in course of time complied with, so that they became
permanent additions to the population. So well pleased were they
with their treatment, that later on, when war broke out between
their brethren across the border and the American Government,
they flatly refused to have anything to do with it, despite the
utmost efforts of the emissaries sent over to obtain their assistance.
The report of the Minister of the Interior for 1877 contains this
striking passage concerning them: «The Sioux who are resident
in Canada appear to be more intelligent, industrious, and self-
reliant than the other Indian bands in the North-West.”

While the authorities were thus successfully coping with the
problem of how to provide a future for their uninvited guests, a
fresh difficulty presented itself by the incursion inte the North-West
Territories of another large body of American Sioux, this time
under the lead of that famous, or infamous, chieftain, Sitting
Bull. The presence of these people was indeed a source of great
anxiety to both Governments; the Canadian authorities dreading
lest they should arouse the other tribes, and the American authori-
ties lest they should make their haven across the border a base
of operations against their legal guardians. Fortunately, how-
ever, the problem solved itself through the agency of hunger
The Canadian Government, of course, would not provide food for
such undesirable visitors; and, as the buffalo began to fail, the
greater number of them, though they had all previously refused
to listen to any overtures from the Government of the United
States, consented, after an agreement had been entered into by
the parties as to their future treatment, to return to their own
country, so that now only a few remain, and for their return the
American Government will, it is understood, cndeavour to arrange
at an early date.

It is a surprising fact that in spite of all that has been said as
to the Indians being a vanishing race, and in the face of sage pit-
dictions and pathetic poetry bearing upon their final disappear
ance, they have positively had the assurance to increase and mul
tiply upon many of their townships and reserves. Thus the
historic Six Nations, who are comfortably settled in Ontario,show
an increase of sixty-six souls in a total population of 3,282 within
the year, while in 1836 their numbers were only 2,330. They
rejoice in the possession of fine farms, good roads, churches, schools
doctors, and in fact every essential of civilization except f.
believe, lawyers. They have nearly 30,000 acres of land under



