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MINISTE RS' INSTITUTES.

IN the January number of the
3Methodist .Rcviciv Bislîop Vincent
lias a atriking article on -%vhat lie
calls "The Itinerants' Club." It
contains matter of much interest
to evcry mninister in Canada, es-
pecially to, e ýery yoig ininister.
We purpose to quote froin Bishop
Vincent an accoulnt of soie of
those clubs, as existing in Anierican
Methodxsmn, and to roake a sugges-
tion as to the adoption of similar
institutions In this country.

One of these clubs wýas held at Lex-
ington, Ky., last April, whiei about
eighity ministers attended for ten
days. Dr~. Arthîur Edwards, of tîxe
Northw.týteiru Advoc«te, w"ho was pres-
ent, says: " Tle main body of those
who attended are undergraduates in
the Conference. . . The p)rog(,r.tunxue
xigh-lt easily be ixnagined by those
Who should hear that for good and
sufficient reasons the course in a
theological seminary must be pressed
into eight days. ... The enthusi-
4st»i rose alimost to the shouting
point from the first. Neyer have
we seen a convention, class, club, or
Conference more a success froîn the
first prayer to the benediction. The
club aixns to magnify the Conference
studies of Conference graduates."

" Another 'club' of the saine char-
acter wvas held a month later at Mt.
Union College, Alliance, 0. It was
well attended, and in a series of
spirited conversations the following
topics were discussed: 'The Confer-
ence Course of Study-Uow Use;
EJow Iilrove; How Empioy by Col-
leges and Seminaries, by Assenîblies
and Itinerants' Clubs;' 'Post-grad-
uate Reading Courses;' 'Churcli
Music ;' ' The Minister as a Man of
Churcli Business-Kceping, Chiurch
Records, Mak-ingy Churchi Reports,
Sup)erinitending Clxurch Repairs,
Buildings,' etéc.; 'Social Meetings
Of Believers, Class-nieetings, Religi-
ous Conversations, Cottage Prayer-
meetings,' etc."

It resultcd in a permanent organ-
ization, the object of Nvhlichi was:

Il(1) To promoto the more thorougli
prosecuti>n of the Coufercncc course
of study ; (2) to encourage the mur e
critical study (professional and de-
votional) of tlîe Englishi Bible ; (3)
to promote' >,nig ininisters8 tlie more
careful and. scientific study of the
people of ail classes-thieir opinions,
habits, perils, nceds, how to ap-
pî'oacli thei, how ivin tîxeni tg
Christ, etc.; (4) to bringi the undcr-
graduates of the Conference, and of
neighibouring Conferenices, together
as frequently and for as long a timie
as possible during the Conference
year.

"An Itinerants' Club ivas adver-
tiscd to be hield in St. Joseph, Mo.,
Dbcember 16-20, 1889. The an-
nounceinent says:

I'This is to be a scîxool in which
ail are students. Tlie course in
Biblical Introduction and Systeinatic
Theologry will bc liniited to the
course for thie first and second years
for probationers in the Annual Con-
ference. Lessons are announced to
be given in Biblical Introduction,
in Systeînatic Theology, iii Chiurcli
History, in Homileties, in Rhetoric,
Logic, etc., witlî " Conversations "
on "RHow te' Study, " the " Pastoral
Work, " "'Pulpit Manners, " Woînan's
Work in the Chiurch, " "flHow to con-
duct Prayer and othier Social Meet-
ings, "Our Benevolences," etc.'

"A general intercst liiàs thus been
aiwakened on the subjcct of Confer-
ence study. The young men claniour
for suchi direction as the Itinerants'
Club) provides.

IlDr. Fry, of the Central JJritianb
itdvocate, says, iii rcporting somne pf
thcse inovemients

Il' During the firist four ycars of
their iniistry, at the very tinie
when, on account of inexperience in
niinisterial and pastoral wvolrk, txo
greatest demands are made upon
theni, they miust give attention to
the Conference studies. The result
is, that hardly one of ten lias rea]iy
inastered tlie Confm.rcîce course of
study, ai-d tlic greater part fail t>


