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RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT IN CANADA.

R. A. Baldwin,

lmpizlwa}'s form a tremendous factor in the comme.rcial
£ this tnCe gnd development of any country and especially
Tue in regard to Canada.
est’gle frailway has beeP .the potent factor in enabling the
ang mnl .armers of the I‘Jmted States and.Canada to prosper
pOpuIOUtlply b}f supplying their productions to the rfl(}rc
S uls countries .Of Egrope. It has compelled the British
- L argely tq dxscontn}ue the growing of cer§a1§ and has
Vergeg t the agricultural 1nter§sts of Great Britain to the
DODUIat{?f b?«Ilkrup.tCy. Here, in Canad.a,‘ it h.as conducted
ang laklon along llnes. other than the original rivers, streams
of €s .and has widened beyond all calculation the area
Productive labor.
The least expanse of this country has been brought all
Su;pliear round under grip by means of railways which haYe
% ;mer%tt'ed the exceptional facilities Canada possesses 1n
agnificent waterways.
of rzvﬂhen one stops to consider that .thvere are 24,104 miles
i Way in Canada at the Present time, that 'they employ
Yea,roof People, and that their aggregate earnings for the
thEir(i) 1909 were over $145,000,000, one has some idea of
mmensity and importance.

The purpose of this paper is to trace briefly the begin-
lng and the growth of this wonderful system of railways
. “anada, but before doing so a few points as to the early

ist ; i ; L2 :
tereotry of railway building in Great Britain may be of in-
St.

Ilin

In 1814 the first locomotive that propelled itself by ad-
e on of its wheels on round top rails was tried at Killing-
rth Colliery by George Stephenson and Nicholas Wood.

In the autumn of 1825 George Stephenson opened a line
011:: Stockton to Darlington, and a speed of five miles an
Was attained.
railw,l;he Opposition by. the public to the conStructi.on 9f these
Mag, )tfs was very plainly brought out whgn application was
o Parliament for a charter to permit the construction
in:’ ZallWay .frorn Manchester to Liverpool. Sir Isaac Caf-
the oppeCCh in Parliament is a fair sample of the attack of
Ponents,
He ¢
thei str

heg;

fro

¢ .
would not consent to see widows’ premises and

any 1, awberry beds invaded. Railway trains would take
iVerpooilrS to p.erform the journey between Manchester and

at ho) and in the event of the success of the scheme
a Jade would like to ask, was to be done f_oF all those. who
J YanCed money in making and repairing turnpikes ?

3t With those who might still wish to travel in their own

a:rfvd carriages after the fashion of their forefathers?
aster as to become of coachmakers, harnessmakers, coach-
orse Z and coachmen, underkeepers, horse breeders and
Oisq tealer§? Was the House aware of the . smoke 'and
Dassi;l he hiss and the whirl, which l'ocomotlve engines
Occasiogn ?t the rate of ten or twelve rfnles‘an hou'r would
8Tazin,. - Not even the cattle ploughing in the fle}ds or
" wg in the meadows could behold them without dismay.
bably b°u1d be raised in price 100 per cent. or more; pIo-
Chies t}i exhausted altogether. It would b.e the greatest mis-
’ D’art € most cqmplete disturber .of quiet and comfort in
mvent_,,s of the kingdom that the ingenuity of man could
beg;;l;lhzl agitation for railways in British North America
Hilwy,, Most as soon as the success of George Stephenson’s
In gt Was assured. One of the earliest efforts was made
: AndreWs, N.B., in 1827. In 1828 John Wilson con-

vened a public meeting in St. Andrews to discuss the ques-
tion of a railway to Quebec.

In 1832 Mr. Henry Fairbairn, writing in the United
Service Journal, turned the attention of the British public
to the necessity of a railway system for British North Amer-
He proposed first to form a railway from Quebec to the
Harbor of St. Andrews upon the Bay of Fundy. He pointed
out the advantages of a railway which would convey the
trade of the St. Lawrence to the Atlantic, with more speed,
regularity and security than by the St. Lawrence River.

ica.

He supported his plan by an argument from the Imper-
ia]l standpoint. He said: ‘Indeed, if the difficulties and
expense of constructing these works in our North American
colonies were tenfold greater an imperative necessity would
exist for their adoption, if it is desired by the Government
of this country (Great Britain) to maintain an equality of
commercial advantages with the neighboring United States,
for the splendid advantages of the railway system are well
understood in that country, where great navigable rivers are
about to be superseded by railways of great magnitude,
reaching over hundreds of miles. Indeed, in no country
will the results of the railway system be so extensive as in
the United States, for it will neutralize their only disadvantage,
inland distance from the sea, and it will effect the work of
centuries to connect, consolidate and strengthen that giant
territory lying beneath all climes and spreading over a
quarter of the globe.

“If, then, we would contend with these advantages in
our North American provinces, it is only by similar works
that we can bring to the Atlantic agricultural exports of the
colonies and secure the streams of emigration which other-
wise with the facility of inland transportation will be rapidly
diverted to the western regions of the United States.”’

It is needless to point out that a man who, seventy-eight
years ago, could foreshadow the advantages and the neces-
sity of the tremendous amount of railway building that has
been going on in the United States and Canada up to the
present time, had no ordinary mind. It was his ideas which
have been followed by the people of Canada with the results
seen to-day. A

Three years later—1835—the Imperial Government made
a grant of 410,000 to be expended in the exploration and sur-
vey of the proposed line of railway from Quebec to St.
Andrews. The survey was placed under the control of Capt.
Yule, an officer in the Royal Engineers, and the work was
begun on the 24th of July, 1836.

In another direction the suggestion of Mr. Fairbairn
bore immediate fruit. A company known as iihe Company
of the Proprietors of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Rail-
roads obtained a charter for the construction of a railroad
from Laprairie on the St. Lawrence River to St. John’s on
the Richelieu. This road was first opened in July, 1836,
and has the distinction of being' the first passenger railway
in Canada. The first train consisted of four passenger
coaches drawn by horses, locomotive power being adopted
in the following year.

The length of the line was 16 miles and the gauge 5
feet 6 inches.

The object was to connect the waters of the St. Law-
rence with those of Lake Champlain by taking the base line
of an isoceles triangle instead of the two water sides up to
that time used thus securing speedy communication between
Montreal and New York by a mixed water and soil route.

In the vear 1844 this railway carried 27,118 passengers,
12,630 tons of freight, and its gross receipts were £15,234.

The expenditure was 77.8 per cent. of the total receipts
in 1844. In 1909 the expenditure of all railways in Canada
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